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*Tts mine to mark the Mmners $/ The Town. . 






W^yplK^y have affumed the charaacr of 
Censor-General, I (hall follow 
the example of the old Roman Cen- 

Vt^#5jl( for i the firft part of whofc duty was 

to review the people, and diftribute' them inta; 

their feveral diviiions. I fhall therefore enter upoijur 
VoLrl. B my 
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.l»y pSf'Si by. taking a curfory furvey of what i* 
'ii5i4ij|ic»M .^ TOWl*. In this I iball 

tiot confine myfelf to the exa£t method of a geo-- 
^ grapher, but carry tbc reader from one quarter to 

another, as it may fuit my convenience^ or heft 

concribata to his ^cert^nmenr» 

When a comedian, celebrated for his ex- 
cellence in the part of Shylod^ firft uhdertook 
that charafter, he made daily vifits to the center 
of bufmefs^ the ^Changi and the adjacent coffee^ 
houfes ; that by a frequent intercourfe and con* 
veriatton with <' the unforefkinn'd race/' he- 
might habituate himfelf to their air and de* 
portment. A like define of penetrating into the 
mod fecret fprings of action in thefe people has 
often led Me there j but I was never more di* 
verted than at Garraways a few days before the 
drawing of the lottery* I not only could read 
hope, fear, ^xA all t&e various paiSons excited by 
* a love of gaiiii llrongly pldured in the faces of 
thofe who came to buy j but 1 remarked with no 
lefe ielfght, the many little artifices made ufe of 
to allure advtfntUi'ers, as well as the vifible al^ 
teratlons in the lookl of the felltris, according as 
the demand^ for tickets gave occ^toii to ralfe ot 
lower their price* So deeply were the counte- 
nMfCie^ of theft bubble-bmkers tmprefied with 

as 
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an attention to the main chance, ahd their 
minds feemed fo dead to all other fenfations, that 
one nhight almoft doubt, ^here money is out of 
the cafe, whether a Jew <* has eyes, hands^ or- 
" gans, dimenfions, fenfes, affediions, pafEons.** 

From G^nraway*s it is but a (hort ftep to a 
gloomy clafs of mortals, not lefs intent on gairt 
than the ftock-jobber : I mean the difpenfers of 
life and death, who flock together, like birds of 
prey watching for carcafes, at BtiiforCs, I never 
€nter this place, but it ferves as a memento marl 
to me. What a formal aflemblagc of fable fuits, 
and tremendous perukes \ I have often met here a 
mod intimate acquaintance, whom I have fcarce 
knov^n again; a fprightly young fdlow, with 
whom I have fpent many a jolly hour; but being 
juft dubbed a graduate in phyfic, l\e has gained 
fiich an entire conqueft over the rifible mufcles, 
that he hardly vouchfafes at any time to fmile. 
I have heard him harrangue, with all the oracular 
importance of a veteran, on the poflibility of 
Canning's fubfifting for a whole month on a 
few bits of bread ; and he is now preparing a 
treatife, in which will be fet forth a new and 
infallible method to prevent the fpreading of the 
plague from' Prance into England. Batforts has 
been reckoned the feat of folcmn ftupiJifiy : yet 
B 2 is 



4 7& CONNOISSEUR. Nm, 
is it not totally devoid of tafte and common fenfe. * 
They have among them phyficians, who can cope 
mth the moft eminent lawyers or divines j and 
critics, who can relifh the fal volatile of a witty 
compofition, or determine how much ^re is re* 
quifitc to fublimate a txzgtAy fecundum artem. 

Emerging from thefe difmal regions, I ato 
glad to breathe the pure air in St. PauTs cofRre- 
houfe : where (as I profefs the higheft veneration 
for our clergy) I capnot contemplate the magni- 
ficence of the cathedral without refleSing on the 
abje<ft condition of thofe " tatter'd crapes," who 
are faid to ply here for an occafional burial or 
fermon, with the fame regularity as the happier 
drudges, who falute us with the cry of " coachf 
•* fir," or " chair your honour." 

And here my publiflier would not forgive me, 
was I to leave the neighbourhood without taking 
notice of the Chapter cofFee-houfe, which is fre- 
quented by thofe encouragers of literature, and 
(as they are ftiled by an eminent critic) " not 
" the word judges of merit, the bookfellerg." 
The converfotioti here naturally turns upon the 
neweft publications \ but their criticifms are fome- 
what fingular. When they fay a good book, 
they do not mean to praife the ftile or fentiment, 

but 



n\i. 21^^ CONNOISSEUR. J' 

but the quick and extenfive fale of it. That book 
in the phrafe of the Conger is beft, which fells 
moft ; and if the demand for paries fhould be 
greater than for Pope^ he would have the higheft 
place on the rubric-poft. There are alfo many 
parts of every work liable to their remarks, 
which fall not within the notice of lefs accurate 
obfervcrrs. A few night? ago I faw one of thefe 
gentlemen take up a fermon, and after feeming 
toperufe it for fome time with great attention, 
he declared, " it was very good Englifl)^ The 
reader will judge whether I was moft furprifed or 
diverted, when I difcovcrcd, that he was not 
commending the p\:rity and elegance of the dic- 
tion, but the beauty of the type \ which, it fet ms, 
is known among the printers by that appellation. 
We muft not, however, think the members of 
the CoNOER ftrangers to the deeper parts of 
literature ; for as carpenters, fmiths, mafons, and 
iiH mechanics fmell of the trade they labour at, 
bookfellers take a peculiar turn from their con- 
nexions with books and authors. The chara6ier 
of the bookfcller is commoiily formed on the 
writers in his fervice. Thus one is a politician 
or a deift; another affeds humour, or alms at 
turns of wit and repartee j while a third perhaps 
is grave, moral, and fententious. 

B ? The 
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The Temple is the barrier, that divides the 
city ami fuburbs ; and the gentlemen who refide 
^hcrc, fcem influenced by the fituation of the place 
they inhabit. Templars arci in general, a kind 
€f citizen-courtiers. They aim at the air and 
miep of the drawing - room ; hut the holyday 
Tmartnefs of a prentice; heightened with fome 
additional touches of the rake or coxcomb, be- 
trays itfelf in every thing they do. The TempUf 
however, is ftocked with it's peculiar beaux, wits, 
poets, critics, and every charafter in the gay 
>v^orld : and it is a thoufand pities, that fo pretty 
a focicty (hould be cjifgraced with a few dull fel- 
lows, who can fubmit to puzzle tbemfelves with 
cafes and reports, and have not tafte enough to 
follow the genteel n>ethod of ftudyihg the law. 

I {ball now, like 4 true ftudent of the TempUy 
iMirry from thence to Covent -Garden^ the acknow*- 
ledged region of gallantry, wit, and criticifoi j 
and hope to be excufed for not flopping at 
Gecrge's in my way, as the Bec^ord affords i 
greater variety of nearly the fame ^ara\<aew,. 
This coffee-houfe is every t>igbt crouded witli 
men of parts. Almoft every one yoy meet is ^ 
polite 'fcholar and a wit. , Jokes and ban mcU are 
echoed from box to box j every branch of litera- 
ture is critically examined^ and the merit of 

every 
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every produflion of the prefs, pr perfoFOi^nce at 
the theatres, weighed and determined. TWe 
f:hool (to which I am myfelf indebted for a great 
part of my education, and in which, thoi^b 
unworthy, I am now arrived ^t the hpnpurqf 
bein^ a public Ic£lurer) h^s bred up many ^* 
thors, to the amazing entertainment and inil^rucr 
tion of their readers. JStt//9tt's,Nthe grand archc^ 
type of the Bedfordy was frequented by Addifony 
Sieeliy Popey and the reft of that celebrated -fet, 
whQ flourifhed at the be^inining Qf this century ^ 
and was regarded with juft deference on account 
of the real geniufTes whj;:) frequented it. But we 
can now boaft nieh of fuperior abilities \ men^ 
who without any one acquired excellence, by 
the mere dint of an happy ai][urance, can exa<^ 
the fame tribute of veneration, »nd receive it a^ 
due to the illuftrious charafters, the fcribblers^ 
players, fiddlers,^ gamblers, that make fo large ^ 
part of the company at the Bedford. 

I 8HAI.I. now take leave of C9vent'Q4trdn^ 
and dcfire the reader's company to fybitis. Here 
(as Vmabr^ fays of Lockei^s) ^^ he may have a 
<* difli no bigger than a iauecr, that fliall ccft 
** him fifty fiuMings.^' The great peo^, who 
frequent diis place, do not kiterrupt their, polker 
wmfeneocs^ lil^e the ^retches at G4irraway% 
' B 4 with 
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with bufmefs, any farther than to go down to 
Weftminfter one feffions to vote for a bill, and the 
next to repeal it. Nor do they trouble thcmf^lves 
with literary debates, as at the Bedford* Learn- 
ing is beneath the notice of a man of quality. 
They employ themfelves more fafhionably at whift 
for the trifle of a thoufand pounds the rubber, or 
^by making bets on the lye of the day. 

From this very genteel place the reader muft 
not be furprifed, if I (hould convey him to a 
cellar, or a common porter-houfe. For as it is 
my province to delineate and remark on man- 
kind in general, whoever becomes my difciple 
niuft not refufe- to follow rtie from the Star and 
Garter to the Goofe and Gridiron^ and be content 
to climb after me up to an author's garret, or 
give me leave to introduce him to a route. In 
tny prefrnt curfory view of The Town I have, 
indeed, confined myfelf principally to coffee^ 
boufes ; though I conftantly viiit all places, that 
afford any matter for fpeculation. I am a Scotch' 
man zt^ForreJTs^ a Frenchman at Slaughter\ and 

at the Cecoa-Tree I am an Englishman, 

At the Ro^Heod I am a politician, a. logician, 
a geometrician, a (^yfician, a metaphyfician, a 
cafuift, a moralift, a thcologift, a mythologift, 
m any thing— —but an Athcift. Wherever the 

World 



Nm. Tli^ connoisseur. 9 

World is, I am. You will therefore hear of 
me (bmetimes at the theatres, fometimes perhaps 
at the opera : Nor (hall I think the exhibitions 
of Sadki^i WelU^ or the Little Theatre in the 
Haymarket beneath my notice ; but may one day 
or other give a differtation Ufon Tumblings or (if 
they {hould again become popular) a critique on 
Dogs and Monkeys. 

Though the Town is the walk I {hall gene- 
rally appear in, let it not be imagined, that vice 
and folly will fhoot up unnoticed in the country. 
My coufin Village has undertaken that pro- 
vince, and will fend me the freftieft advices of 
every fault or foible that takes root there. But 
as it is my chief ambition to pleafe and inftrudt 
the ladies, I (hall embrace every opportunity of 
devoting my labouFS to their fervice : and I may 
with juftice congratulate myfelf upon the happi^ 
nefs of living in an age, when the female part 
of the world arc fo ftudious to find employment 
for a Censor. 

The character of Mr. Town isj I flatter 
myfelf, too well known to need an explanation. 
How far, and in what fenfe, I propofe to be a 
Connoisseur, the reader will gather from my 
general* motto : 

B 5 Non 
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— Noil de viUifi domiWVe alkni$. 

Nee male necne Leposfaltet j fed quod magis ad no»^ 
jt^ertinet, ec nefcire malum eft^ agitamua* 

Hoft. 

Jfljo ietttr hows to bmid^ and who to daach 
Or this from Ita^Iy, or that from France, 
Our CoNNOMsnuR mllnierprottrultofcash 
But point the follies of maniind to man. 
Th' important knowledge rfntrfitves explain^ 
WUch not t» kn9W ^A hmoltdge is hut vain. 

As Critic and CENspn-GBNERAt, I (halt 
take the liberty to animadvert on every riling 
that appears lo me vicious or ridiculous j always 
endeavouring " to hold, as 'twere, the miniouo 
" xip to Nature, to fhew Virtue her'^own feature, 
♦« Scorn her own image, and the very Age and; 
«^ body of the Time bis form and preilure. 



Nunti*. 
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N u M Bs. n. ThtafJof, P^rtuty- 7, 1754. 

■ Ill m il Li I I I I I f I.. I I . ■> ! ; ' \ ' ' I I ■, 

— . — _ Commtfla quod atiflSo vend it 
Stantibus, oenophorum, tripodes, armarid, cHHis^ 

I Have 8dcfi«dy i»c^»«4 iett^» from #ver^' 

they had conceived of tnjr m^ctt^king fxom th^ 
tide of my paper. They tril wf , that hy de- 
fiBTting the padu miVtrtu^ I aj onc^ neglea thf 
fuUtc Intoaft and my pwn> thfit by ^porting^ 
Ifa^ diva^r c^'C,0NN0J»3i$9ii inks ufufL^nt^ 
I might have 'obtained vei^ coofid^r^e bHi^y^ 
from the principal au&ion-iOQ(n$» i^y-ihapay 
and repofitortes ; and might bcfides very plaufibly 
have recommefided myfelf as the psropereft perfoa 
m xht world, ^ be l^«p^ ^ Sk Ihm JSloansls 

I CANHOT be infenfiMe of the import^ajpe of 

this capital bufincfs of Tafle, and how much 

xepotation as well as profit would accrueio mjr 

B 6/ labours^ 
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labours, by confining them to the minuteft re- 
fearches into nature and art, and poring over the 
ftift of antiquity,. I very well know that the 
difcovery of a new Zeophytf^ or fpecies of the 
iV^^, would be as valuable as that of the Lon- 
^Hudi, The cabinets of the curious would fur- 
nifli out matter for my effays, more inftruSing 
than all the learned lumber of a Vatican. Of 
what confequence would it be, to point out the 
diftin^iens of originals from copies fb precifely, 
that die paltry fcratchings of a modern may ne- 
ver hereafter be palmed on a Cotmoiffeur for the 
labours of a Rembrandt! I fhbuld command ap« 
plaufe from the adorers of antiquity, vtett I to 
demonftrate, that merit never exifted but in the 
fchools of the old painters, never flouriflied but 
in the warnfi ch'mate of Italy : And how Ihould I 
rife in the efteem of my countrymen, by cbafiifing 
the arrogance of an Englijbman in prefuming to 
fdfetcrmine the Andyfit of Beauty ! 

At other times I might take occafion to (hew 
my fagacity in conje^ures on rufty coins and 
illegible marbles. What profound erudition is 
contained in an half- obliterated antique pijece of 
copper! TRAJ. IMP. P. VII. COSS. 
MAX. *♦• TREE. V. P. P. S. C; 
and how mett>eiUou0» moa couneouf anH vOtW 
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tDorti^ ttatnXf would the barbarous infcription of 
feme ancient monument appear to thee, and bow 
[VleaCaotit to t^rw ttne taiEtl^eaU, thus prefenred in 
its obfolece fpelling, and original Blacb C^acadeti 
To this branch of Tafle, I am more particularly 
preflTed .: A correfpondent defires to know, wher 
ther I was of the party, that lately took a furyey 
of Palmyra in the Defart j another, if I have tra- 
verfed ihe Holy Landy or vifited Mount QJvary^ 
I (hall not fpeak too proudly of my travels : but 
as my predeceflbr the Spectator has recom- 
mended himfelf by having made a trip to Grand 
Cairo to take meafure of a pyramid, \ aflure xr\j 
reader that I have climbed Mount Veftano in the 
midft of it's eruptions, and dug fome time undex* 
ground in the ruins of Hercukmuau 

I SHALL ^ways be foUicitous to procure the 
efleem of ib refpecSable a body as the Cpnno^ewrs*^ 
(ince I cannot but be feniible,cou]dI any way merit 
it by my labours, how much more important the 
name of Mr. Town would appear, dignified with 
. the addiiion of F. R. S. or Member of the Society of 
jtntlquarians. I therefore take this early oppertu- 
nity of obliging the curious with a letter from a 
very eminent po^fonage, who, as well as my felf, is 
lately become a Connoisseur, and is known to 
have gone abroad for no other purpofe than to buy 
Figures. Tp 
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To Mr* ♦«♦•*♦•*♦♦ 

DearSir, 

IHE hurry in which I' left England mufi 



rpi 



have convinced you how much I was in 
earneft, when I taMced ef making a valuable 
coUefiion of pi£tures. By my frequent attend- 
ance on fidesy i already know ftlmoft as much of 
painting, as I do of the funds ; and can talk as 
learnedly of light and fiiade, figure, proportion,, 
drapery, &c. as of the rife and fell of flocks. X 
have, however, been very much embarrafled in- 
getting together a coUeaion,- fuitable to the reli- 
gion I profefs. The famous painter$ were moft 
erf them fuch bigots to their own way of think- 
ing, that they have fcarce left any thing behind 
them but Holy Famliiesj Dead Chri/is^ and Ma^ 
dmas 5 fuljefls, which to me and my tribe are 
odious and abominable. A pi£hire, fince it has 
^e property of being the language of all man- 
kind, fhould never be particular in it's fubjefl;. 
hut we fhould paint, as the EngUJh are taught 
to pray, •* for all Jews, Turks, Infidels and 
*« Heretics." 

WffEN I have made the tour of Italy ^ I will 
fend you a complete lift of all my purchafes : in 
the mean time the following {hort fpecimen will 

enabb 
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enable you to ju%e of my precautioris, io Wefting 
pieces fuitablc to my chanwaer, and not dfenfive 
to my principles^ 

i. 

The firft th^ I bought was « the EIc?atioa 
^ of the Golden Cal]^." . This I ihaH fetup ii» 
tfic Ui^ki/ Exchangfj as a typical rcprefentation 
ef myiblf, to be; worihiped by all brokei«^ in* 
fitfecs, kriyenotSy an4 the whole fraternity oi 
ftock-jobbers. 

The fecond is " the Triurai* ^^ Gii>caK.'*' 
This I intended, if a Jate projeA in favdur of ou^ 
brethren had not mifcarrkdv fbould have been; 
hung up in St. Stepher^s Chapel, as a memorial 
of our vidory o?«r the UnciKumcifed. 

The third and fourth are ^ Peteil dwiying;^ 
•* his Mafter," and ^ JcD as betifying hina foe 
** thirty pieces of filyer j" both which I defiga 
as prefents to our two worthy friends, the Bt— « — ^ 

©f — , — and > j ■' . r 

The next which I fliall mention to you, de^^ 
ferves particular notice ; and this is <* the Prophet 
^ of Nasutrwih himfelf, conjuring ^e Devil into 
** an herd of Swine.** From this piece, wheA 
1 xetum to Engkndy I intend to have a print 

engraved j; 
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engraved ; being very proper to be had in all 
yewijl^ hmiVies, as a neceffary prefervative againft 
Pork and Chriftianity. 

I sHAl^ not tire you witb a particular detail 
of ftwe other kffer pieces ; fuch as — ^Thc De^ 
luge^ in water colours — The New JerufiJem, 
in pjerfpe^ive— Some Ruins of the Temple — 
A Publican at the Receipt of Guftoin — and— 
a Samson in miniature. 

BESIDES thefe, I have employed an ingenious 
artift here to execute a defigq <rf my own. It is 
a pidlure of Fortune, not ftanding (aus in the 
comQK)n ftik) upon a kind of cart-wheel, but on 
the two wheels of the lottery, with a reprefent** 
tion of a net caft over the lefler engroffers of 
ticket?; while a Chief Manager is broking 
hi$ ;way through the mefiies,. 

I MUST not forget to tell you, that I have 
picked up -an infamous pourtrait, by an EngB/b 
hand,called Shylockj with the following infcrip- 
tion under it^- taken, I fup^fe from the London 
Evening Pofti Qr that impudent Fooj. the Ga^ 
%ftteer: ** They have difgraced me, and hin» 
•'^derecf me half a million, laught at my loffesv 
** mockt at my gains, fcorned my nation, 

'* thwarted 
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^ thwarted my bargains, cooled my friends, 
** heated mine enemies;— ——and what's thtf 
** leafon? I am a Jew.** 

As (eon as the pariiament isdiflblved, yoa 
may exped to fee me in England -^ tiH when 

I am^ dear fir, yours, &c. 

I SHALL here fiibjoin a tetter of a Very difler^ 
ent ftamp \ which poimi out Co me another walk 
aia CoNKOXsifiUR, not left extenfive perhapSf 
and more agreeable to the modern tafte, than 
thatoff7r/«. 

To Mi. f W K 

SIR, 

^uppoTe CoNNoi90£Uft is only another word 
for a Kkowino Oki. So write me % kw 
papers in defence of cards, dice, races, sui4 
gaming hi gentral *, md I will admit you ttp$M 
the Square^ introduce you Ut fVhHt'^^ fit you upon 
ihi 7urfy the next meeting at Newmarket^ and 
make your fortune at once. If you are the maft 
I talcc you for, you will be wife> *nd do this di* 
redUy ; and then the odds are for you. If not. 



I 
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J'U M<) ypuan hundfcd ppu^^ tp ^ <^w 
f Fj^igq, that your paper i^ n^le^ed as low ?nii 
vulgar,^ and yourfclf cond^iBaed fu ap imfai)m«w 
able blockhead. 

Will. Hazard* 

NtfMi. Hi. Thwffdaf^ Akuary ^4, 1754. 

Suave mutri magno, turbantibuf Jtqvoni viomiv 
£ tarrii aMgQuin altcrius ^pt^teie iaboreqn. 

LUCRET- 

XF%#« rif^iff winds the ruffled deep drfsrm^ 
We look at diftance^ and enjoy thejiorm ; 
Toji on ibf wm^es %vitk ple(^0 others fie j 
Nor heed their danger Sj whik ourfehes are free^ 

W£ wrtleFs of efiays, or (as they areter^ej) 
periodical papers^ y^^'j daim to ourftlvaa 
% place among the modern improvers of literature^ , 
K^kther Benthf bot Burnaot^ nor any other equally 
A^cioas copimeifUtoc, has bean abk to diicover 
Ihe leaft traces of any ftmikr ^produdtons among 
the ancients: except we can fuppofe, that die 
hifiory of Thm^fdet was retailed weekly in fix^ 
penny numbers^ that &mtf dealt oat his morality 

every 
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every Saturday; or th« Tulfy wrote fpccchej and 
philofophical difquUitions, whilft Fir^il^AHa^ 
race clubbed together to furnifb the poetry, for a 
Roman Mdigi!^z\r\p. 

There Is a word, indeed, by which we are 
fend of diftinguMiing our works, and for whicli 
we muft confefs ourfelves indebted to the Latin^ 
Myfelf, and every petty journalift, afFeft to dig- 
nify our hafly performances by ftiling them Li;*- 
^UBRATIONS; by which we mean, if we mean 
any thing, that as the day is too fhort for our la- 
bours, we are obliged to caH in the affiftance of 
Ae night : not to mention the^modefl: ii)finuation, 
that our compofitions are fo corrcd, that (like 
Hse orations o{ Dtmojihenes) they may be faid to 
fin$U of the tamp. We would ^e underftood ta 
follow the direaions of the fioman Satirift «< ta 
*^ grow pale by the midnight candle ;'* thqugb 
perhaps^ as our own Satirift expreffcs it, we m^y 
be thought 

Skeplefi ourfelves io ^ve ow readers fiep. 

BuTy as a cdief froti the fatigue of fo mtn^ 
reftlefe hoMfs, wc have firequcntjy gone iofieep for 
the beiii:fit of the publk : and furely we, whofe 
labours 1^ Confined ca a ikeet and half, m^y 4)e 
indulged jn takihg a nap now and then, as well 
^ tk^ wgagod ia longer wiorkff j who (accord- 
ing 
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ing to Horace) are to be cxcufed, if a little droW- 
zinefs fometimes creeps in upon them. 

After this preface, the rfeader will not be 
furprifed, if I teke the liberty to relate a dream of 
my own. It is ufual on thefe occafions to be 
lulled to fleep by fome book ; and moft of my 
brethren pay that compliment to Virgil or Shah- 
Jpmn : but as I could never difcovcr any opiate . 
qualities in thofc authors, 1 chofe rather to do^ . 
over fome modern performancer I muft beg 
to be exjcufed from mentioning particularfty at I 
would not provoke the refentment of my cotem- 
poniries: Nobody will imagine, that I dipt into 
' aivy of our modern novels, or took up any of 
our late tragedies.-— ;-*Let it fuffice, that I pre- 
lently fell faft afleepk 

I FOUND myfelf tranfported in an inftant ip 
the (bore of an immenrc fea, covered with innu- 
merable veiTels \ and though many of them fud- 
denly difappcarbd every mihutr, I faw others 
continually laBnehing forthf and purfuing the 
fame coiirfe. The focrt of vlfions, and dreamefs 
of dreams, have their organs of fight fo eonfi- 
deraUy improved, that they can take in any ob- 
ytOtj however diftant or minute* It is not there- 
fore to be wondered at, $hat I could difcer^ every 
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thing diftinftly, though the waters before ma 
were of the deepeft black • 

While I ftood contemplating this amazing 
fcene, one of thofe good-natured Genii, who 
never fail making their appearance to extri* 
cate dreamers from their difficuhies, rofe from 
the fable ftream,' and {Wanted himfelf at my 
elbow. His complexion was of the darkeft hue, 
not unlike that of the Damons of a printing* 
houfe; his jetty beard {hpne like the briflles of a 
blacking'brufli ; on his head he wore 4 turbant 
ci imperial paper ; and 

There hung a calf-Jkin on his reverend Timbs^ 

which was gilt on the back, and faced with 
roblngs of Morocco, lettered (like a rubric-poft) 
with the names of the moft emtnenf authors. In 
his left hand he bore a printed fcroll, which 
from the marginal corre<Sions I imagined to be a 
proof-lheet; and in his right he waved the quill 
of a goofe.' 

He immediately accofted me. ** Town, 

" faid he, I am the Genius, who is defthicd to 
'* condudl you through thefe turbulent waves. 
**, The fea that you now behold is the Ocean of 
" Ink. 1 hofe towers, at a great diftancc, 

*' whofe 
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** whofe bafes are founded upon rocks, and 
** whofe tops feem loft in the elouds, are Jituated' 
•* in the IstE OF Fame. Contiguous to thefe, 
<* you may difccrti by the glittering of its golden 
•* fands, is the CoAst of Gaik, which leads to 
** a fertile and rich Country. All the velftls, 
** which are yonder failing with a fair wind on 
^ the main fea, are making towards one <:>r other 
** of thefe : but you will obf«tve, that on theilr 
<* firft fetttng out they were irrcfiftibly drawn 
^* rnt6 the Eddies of Criticism, where they. 
" were obliged to encounter the moft dreadful 
*•* ten^pefts and hurricane^. In thefe &angerOu« 
** ftreights, you fee widi what violence every bark 
^' is toft up and down : (ome go to the bottom 
^* at once j others, aftfcr a faint fth^glc, are beat 
'** to pieces; many are much damaged; while a 
*' few by found pianksand tight rigging are ena- 
"^ bledto vreathcr die ftorm." 

At this fight I flarted back with horror: and 
the remembrance ftill dwells ib ftrong upon my 
•fancy, that I even now imagine the torrent of 
Criticism burfting in upon me^ and ready to 
overwhelm me in an inftant. * ' 

^* Cast* a looW, refumcd my inftruftor, on that 
^* vaft lake divided into two parts, which lead to 
** yonder magnificent ftruftures, ere^ed by the 
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** tragic and Ctninc Mnfi. Thett you hwy ob- 
** JerVc many trying to foxct ^ paflagfe without 
** chart or compaft. Sonne havfe been overfet by 
** cmudihg too much fail, and Others have fouft- 
•« dercd by carrying too ttiiich ballaft. An * Af^ 
. *• caSm vefRl (the mafter ah tri-fhrndh) W45^ 
<« through cohtr^i-y fqualk, feared able to i!vtt 
^* nine days : but you fee that' light Italian ^n- 
♦* dola, t Gli Amemti Gtlofi^ fkims along plca- 
** fantly before the wind, and out-»ftrips ih« 
** painted frigates of her country, % Didone and 
•^ Artaferfo^ Obfervc that triumphant fquadro% 
•* to whofe flag all the others pay homage, Moft 
** of them are (hips, of the firft rate, and were 
** fitted out many years ago. Though fome* 
** what irregular in their make, and but little 
** conformable to the exaS rules of art, (hey 
** will ever continue the pride and glory of thcfe 
** feas : for, as it is remarked by the prefent 
*« I^ure^ in his protegw to Piipd TyNtHn^ 

*' Shakefpeird, whojt art na phy-wright can excell^ 
** Ha$ launch^ dmft€etS4>fpk^5i and built them willj^ 

The Genius then bade me turn my eye^^ 
where the water feemed to foam with perpe- 
tual agitation. ^' That, faid he, is the ftrong 

^'PbiioAa, a tragtdy ; founded «» Sir TWi^Syinefi Jina^Oi 
t Ao admired Eurletta^ X ^^^* 

<^ Current^ 
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*' Current of Politics, often fatal to. thofe 
'^ who venture on it.'' I could not but take notice 
of a poor wretch on the oppofite ihore, fattened 
by the cars to a terrible machine. This, the 
Gewius informed me, was the memorable Defoe^ 
fet up there as a land-mark, to prevent future 
mariners from fplitting on the fame rock. 

To this turbulent profpefl fucceeded objeSs of 
a more placid nature. In alittle creek, winding 
through flowery meads and fliady groves, I de- 
fcried feveral gilded yachts and pl^afure-boats, 
all of them keeping -due time with their filvcr 
oars, and gliding along the fmooth, even, calm, . 
regularly flowing Rivulets or Rhyme. Shep- 
herds and {hcpherdeflfes playing on the banks; 
the fails were gently fwelled with the foft breezes 
of amorous fighs ; and little Loves fported in the 
filken cordage. 

My attention was now called off frc«i thefe 
pacific fcenes to an obftinate engagement be- 
tween feveral fhips, diflinguifhed from all others 
by bearing the Hofy Cro/s for their colours. 
Thcfe, the Genius told me, were employed in 
the Holy War of Religious Controverfy ; and he 
pointed out to me a few Cor/airs in the fervice o^ 
XhcJnfoklsj fometimes aiding one party, fome- 
times fiding with the other, as might beft con* 
tribute to the general confufion. 
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I OBSERVED in different parts of the ocean feve- 
id gallias, which were rowed by flaves. " Thofe 
« faid the Genios, are fitted out by very oppref* • 
^ve owners and are all of them bound to the 
Coast or Gain. The mifer^Ie wretche. 
whom you fee chained to the oars, a.^ obliged 
o tug without the leaft r^fpitej and though 
the voyage (hould turn out fuccefsful, they 
have little or no fhare in the profits. Some few 
« you may obfervc, who rather chufe to make a 
" venture on their own bottoms. Thefe wort 
" as hatd as the galley-flaves. and an= frequently 
caft away : but though they are ever fo often 
« wrecked, neceffity Ml conftrains them to put 
" out to fea again. . t- uu 

<^aflas, uidocilis pauperiem pati." 

HoR. 

St!/lmujth, tvretcb bhjhaiter'd tark refit 
For who tojiarve can patiently fubm'tt ? 

It wereneedlefs to enumerate many other par- 
^uhrs. that engaged my notice. Among the' ft 
was a large fleet of Annotators, Dutch-bl, which 
faded ve,y heavy, were often a-ground. and coL 
.nually ran foul on each other. The whole ocean. 
I alfo found, was infefted by pirates, who renfacked 
Vol. I, C 
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every rich veSEA that came m their wayu Mcft 
of thefe were endeavouring to make the Coa^t 
OF Gain by hanging out falie cokHira, or by 
forging their pafs-ports^ add pretending to be 
freighted out by the mofl feputahle traders. 

My eyes were at laft fixed, I know not how» 
on a fpacious channel, running through the midft 
of a great eity^ I fek fuch a fecret imptiire at this 
fight, that I could not help enqnifing particularly 
about it ^ The difeof ery of that pi^lSige, &id 
<^ the GfiNius, waa iirft made by one ^&dmfta§\ 
<< in the good (hip caUedTi&rTAtLEit, aodvriia 
<< afterwards embarked in. Th$ Sfbctator and 
•* Guardian, Thefe have been folbwed fince 
<< by a number of little floops, fkiiFs, hoys, and 
*^ cqck-btots^ which have been mofl ot them 
** wrecked in the attempti Thithtr alfe muft 

<«. yowr courfe be direSed." At this inftant 

the Genius fuddenlyfnatched nie up in his arms, 
and plunged me headlong into the inky flood. 
While I lay gafpirtg and flruggling beneath the 
waves, methought I heard a fpmiliar voice calling 
me by niy name ; which awaking me, I with 
pleafure recolledled the features of the Genius ia 
thofe of my publifher, who was ftanding by my 
bed -fide, and had called upon me foi: copy. 

T 
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Numb. IV. Thurfday^ February 25, 1754. 
Conjugium vocat, hoc praetexit nomine culpam, 

ViRO, 

Inhere matrimony veils iV inceftuous life^ 
And where isjheker'd in the name of wiji. 

IT is with tlie utmoft concern I have be^ 
mjkyi widnn this week pafl; accufect at feveral 
t^Ktabks, of not bebg a man of my word. The> 
femde part of my madcrs exclaim againft me for 
not having as yet pajd my particular addrei^ to 
the fair. ^^ Who is this Mr. Town ? fays one : 
" Where can the creature live ? He has faid 
" nothing yet of the dear Burlata giri.'* An- 
other wonders that I have not recommended to 
the ladies Mr. HoyUi New Calculation of Chances ; 
for underftanding which nothing more is re- 
quired, we are told, than the Firfl Principles of 
Jritbmetic'i that is, to know how to tell the pips^ 
and fet up one's game. But I find the whcJe fex 
in general have expeded from me fome ihrewd 
remarks, upon the Marriage-Bill. To obh'gje 
them at fome meafure, I fball at prefent recom-* 
mend to their notice the following Advertife- 
ment, which has been fent me with a^iequefl to 
make it public. 

C 2 T<f 
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To aU whom it may concern. 

The Reverend Mr, KEITH, 

(IVho has had the honour to perform before feveral of 
the Nobility^ Gentry y and Others) 

Gives this public NOTICE, 

THAT he fhall continue at his Chapel ia - 
May- Fair no longer than the prefent month. 
He will then fet oat on his progrcfs through the 
principal Market-Towns, where he will exhibit 
publickly, without lofs of time, any hour of the 
day or night. He will perform to no lefs than 
two pcrfons, and will wait on any Gentleman and 
Lady privately at their own houfes. ' 

*** We have no connexion with the Fleet- 
Parfons, or other Pretenders. Beware of Coun- 
terfeits, Ego fum folus. 

I MAY perhaps take a future opportunity of 
enlarging on this very important fubje£i, the 
Marriage-Bill ; but fhall at prefent oblige 
the ladies by celebrating an order of females lately 
fprung up among them, ufually diftinguiflied by 
the denomination of Demi-Reps ; — a word not 
to be found in any of our di<SHonartes. 

Thi« 
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• This order, which fccms daily encreafing 
upon U3, was firft inflituted by fome ladies emi- 
nent for their public fpirit, with a view of raifing 
their half of the fpecies to a level with the other 
in the unbounded licence of their enjoyments. 
By this artifice the jnoft open violation of mo- 
defty takes the name of innocent freedom and 
gaiety ; and as long as the laft failing remains a 
fecret, the lady's honour is fpotlefs and untainted. 
In a word, a Demi-Rep is a lady, whom every 
body thinks, what nobody chufes tp call her. 

It is abfolutely neceffary, that every My of thii 
order (hould be married. Cuftom has given a 
certain charm to wedlock, which changes the 
colour of our aftions, and renders that behaviour 
not improper, which in a ftate of celibacy would 
be accounted indecent and fcandalous. As to 
the promifes made in marriage *' to love, honour 
«* and obey," cuftom has made them alfo merely 
ceremonial, and in fa£l: as little binding as the 
wedding-ring, which may be put on or pulled off 
at plcafure. 

Religious and political writers have both for 
different reafons endeavoured to encourage fre- 
quent marriages : but this order, if it maintain» 
its ground, will more certainly promote them. 
C 3 How 
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Hem inviting muft Aich a &ttt appear ^o a wo« 
man of fpkit ! An E^iUJh wife, with all the in* 
difcretions of a girl, may affiime more dian the 
privileges of a woman i may trifle publickly with 
tl^ beaus and itnarts, introduce ibem to her 
toilette^ and fix it as a certain rule in all hsx con- 
vcrfation and behaviour^ that when oooe mar* 
fiage has (in Lucf^ phrafe) <' ma4c an hoaeft 
<* w<»nanof her," Ifae is entitled to aU the licence 
of a courtefiui. , 

I HAVE lately feen, with a good deal of com- 
paffion, a few forward maiden lidies inreAing 
themfelvei with die digntiies, and fncroachifig 
on jtbe privileges of this order. It may not be 
improper to caution them to recede in time. As 
their claim to tbefe H)ertie9 » unwacnuued bgr 
culiom, they will not retain that ambiguous re« 
putation enjoyed by the Demi-Keps, whofe 
whole fyftem of condud is founded oirthe bafis 
of matrimony. Every lady, therefore, inclined 
to indulge herfelf in all thofe little innocent free- 
doms, fhould confine herfelf within the pale of 
matrimony, to elude cenfure ; as infolvent deb- 
tors avoid a jail by lodging within the verge of 
the court. 

A Demi* 
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A Dfmi-Re.p ^ei> muft neceflarfly'be mar- 
lied : Nor i$ it eafy for a lady to maintain fa 
critical a cbarader, unlefs {be is a woman c^ 
fefhion. Titles and eftates bear down all weak 
cenfures, and filence fcandal and detra<£lion. 
Tbat good-breeding too, fo inviolably preferved 
among perfons of condition, is of infinite fer- 
vicc. This produces that delightful infipidity fo 
remarkable in perfons of ^ju^Iity, whofe convcp- 
Tation flows with an even tenor, undifturbed hj 
featiment, and unruffled by paflion : infbmucb 
that husbands and wives, brothers, fifters, cou- 
fins» and in ihort <hp whole circle of kindreid 
.aod acquaiatanoe, can entertain the moft tho- 
.roMgh conten^pt and even hajtreid for each other, 
without tranigreffing the xnimxteft article pf 
^good -breeding and civiUty* But thofe femaleSf 
wb« want the advantages of birth and fortunQ* 
4xuift be x:ontent to vrraf themfelves up in their 
integrity^ for the lower fort are fo notorioudy 
deficient in the re()uifites of poUtenefsi, that they 
would not fail to throw out the moft^crucl and 
foittar invedives ag^inft the peetty delinquents. 

The great world will, I doubt not, return 

me thanks for thus keeping the CanaiUi at a 

diftance, and fecuring to them a quiet pofleffion 

of ^ir enjoyments. And here I cannot but 

C 4 obferve^ 
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obfcrvc, how refpc£lable an order the Dbmi-» 
Reps compofe, of which the lovely fiftcrhood 
muft all be married^ and almoft all Right 
Honourable. 

For this order, among many other cmbdliftH 
ments of modern life, we are indebted to the 
French. Such flippant gaiety is more agreeable 
to the genius of that nation. There is a native 
bafhfulnefs inherent in my country - women, 
which it is not eafy to furmount : But our mo- 
dern fine ladies, who take as much pains to polifli 
their minds as to adbrn their perfons, have got 
over this obftacle with incredible facility. They 
have fo ikilfully grafted the French genius for 
intrigue upon Britijh beauty and liberty, that 
their condu£k appears perfeQly original : Though 
we muft do the French the jufticc to allow, that 
when a lady of this arry difpofition vifits Parh^ 
fhe returns moft wonderfully improved. Upon 
the whole, France appears the propercft fchool 
to inftruft the ladies in the theory of their con* 
duft ; but England^ and more efpccially London^ 
the moft commodious place to put it in pradtce. 
In this town, indeed, a lady ftudious of improve- 
ment, may in a very (hort time become a confider- 
able proficient, by frequenting the ftveral aca- 
demies kept conftantly open for her profit and 

inftrudion. 
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inftruaion. The card-tabks and mafquerades in 
particular have trained up-fome ladies to a furpri- 
fing eminence, without the leaft affiftance from a. 
foreign education. 

It is obferved, that the difference between 
the feveral fpecics in the fcale of beings is but 
jaft fufficient to preferve their diftindion; the 
higheft of one order approaching fo near to the 
loweft of the other, that the gradation is hard to 
be determined \ as the colours of the rainbow, 
through an infinite variety of ihades, die away inta 
each other inperceptibly. The Drmi-Reps hold 
this intermediate ftation, in' the cbara<aers of fe- 
males, between the raodeft women and the women 
of pleafure ; to both which they are in fome mea- 
farc connefted, as they ftand upon the utmoft 
verge of reputation, and totter on the brink of 
infamy. It were therefore to be wiflied, that thefe 
ladies wore fome fymbol of their order, or were 
diftinguiflied by fome peculiar mode of drefs. The 
Romans affigned different habits to perfons of dif- 
ferent ages and ftations ; and I hope, that when 
fhe buftle of the enfuing eleflions is over, the 
new parliament will take this matter into confide- 
ration, and oblige the feveral clafTes of females to 
diflinguifh themfelves by fome external marks 
and badges of their principles* 
• C s Till 
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Titl Tome a6b of tMs miQrt (kail take phce, 
I ftill propofe a mdhod, by w^bich ev^ lai^ 
aisiy -exft^Uy kam in vrfi^ dafs flie may be 
reckoned The world mud isaow dien, that 
my very good friend Mr. Ayjcou^h has at length 
vith tt^nitf pains and ftudy conftrui^od a ther- 
mometer; upon which he has deKneated, aftor 
dw manner ^lat the degrees of heat and cdd ave 
marked on the ^cominon fort, die whole £:ale of 
female diarafiters, from the moft inviol^le mo« 
4efty to the moil: ri>andoned impudence^ It is 4if 
m commodious fiaie4o wear ata watdi : Tlie li^ 
•quor widun thetiAe is a chemical mixture, which 
being afied on i^ the circulation of the blood 
mhd animal i^rits, will r^ and fall according to 
the defires and ai&£tiDns of the wearer. He wiU 
very fhordy jniUifh a large aflbrtment of them, 
to be fold at his fliop on Im^ate-HiU^: and I flat* 
ter myfelf, there are n^ny women in Enghmd^ 
who will be glad to putchafe fudi an eflFe^al 
regulator of their piffions. Every lady, dierefor e, 
may avail herfelf of the tnftrti6tions of this pocket* 
monitor ; a monitor, who wQl give h& the meft 
f roiitable Idlbns, without the ulbal {mpertinence 
of advice. It will be of eqoid eJScacy, if worn bjr 
the men. But I expeft my friend will bave biit 
little of their CDftom \ hx as the mere reputa- 
tion of cbaftity is the utmoft akn of a £ne lad^^ 
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to preferve even th?it, in a fine gentleman, i# 
^ccoanted mean anch unmanly. 



Numb. V, Thurfdqjf^ Fihruaarf 28, 1754. 

SopHocu 

Jl plague hasjiiz^d us^ and the tcnnted cky 
Is om wide peft-boufg teemitig withxittU^tu 

To Mr. SX)IFN: 

•St R, Batfim*s€cffii-Hmfi^ FA. 26, 1754; 

I Must bpg Iqave to trouble you on a moft 
ferious and melandioty fiibjeA ;. a fubje£t» 
which I fear will he attended with the moft 
'dreadful ^ronfequences to tjbe whde nation. 
Notwitfaftanding the lafi mail brought the college 
pc^Ctve aiTurances /com the FrenA king'3 phyfi- 
<ian^ that the iate Pi^At^UE ^t Rnme was en* 
4irtly ceafed, I have the ftfoi)geft «eaiQi» to ap- 
prehendf that 4he xrontagion is atr^d^ ^ead to 
this.dty« My own practice daily ftirnilhe^ me 
wkh lamentable 4nftaace89.th4t naani&flly ijhU- 
cate a pedil^ntial difprder in the blood and 
liumoura. 

C 6 I wAa 
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I WAS firft induced to fufpea, that fome epi- 
demical diftemper was taking root among us, 
from my being called in to a noblie patient, who (as 
the public prints have informed you) has lately been 
affliSed with a violent boil on his back. From 
this patient there have iffued continually great 
quantities of corruption of a yellow h^e. His 
complaint fecms to be in fome foirt conftrtuticnal, 
as it commonly breaks out with extraordinary vi- 
rulence every fcven years ; and as this is the crifis, 
we cannbt pronounce our noble patient out of dan- 
ger, till he has got over the enfuing fpring. It 
is moreover to be feared, that the contagion has. 
likewife reached Ireland^ where we hear that the 
beft phyficians are ufing the moft forcing medi- 
cines, and are of opinion that nothing can rc- 
' lieve the unhappy people, till they have voided a 
Stone. A great man there labours alfo under 
the abovenjentioned complaint of having a violent 
Boyle on hi$ bad** . . 

I SHALL now proceed to give you the fiiflory 
of fame other cafes, which have fallen under my 
notice, and are to me an indifputable proof, that 
the Plague has got footing among us. It's ma- 
lignancy ihews itfelf particularly about the court 5 
and we are affured, that fome parts of the countiy 

* Alluding ta fome difputes in Ireland, 

^ are 
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are alfo tainted with it. I liave liad the honour 
* to attend feveral members of parliament, whofe 
cafes arc very defpcrate. Some I found in a de- 
clining way, given over by all their friends j 
others are fo weak, that they can't fland alone ; 
and many are fo reftlefs, that they are continually 
turning from fide to fide. As I found they had 
great need of fupport, I have advifed them to 
drink plentifully of ftrong liquors, and guard 
againft the ill confequenccs oiz Return*. 

I VISITED the other day a young gentTeman-^ 
who has lately been promoted to a command ia 
the fquadron defigned for the Ea/i Indies, I found 
him in a moft languifliing condition j his fpirits 
were quke deprefied ; he had a violent palpitation 
of the heart j and the whole nervous fyftem was 
relaxed. I would have prefcribed the well known 
diet-drink brought into pracjlicc by the late bifhop 
of Cloyne ; but he told me, every thing went againft 
his ffomach, that favoured of Tar. Howeverjj 
I at length prevailed on him to fubmit to a long 
courfe of fea water* I have obferved the fame 
prognoftics in fome of our land officers ; to whom 
I have recommended the frequent ufe of exercife, 
together with a courfe of fteel> and a powdec 
compofed of nitre and fulphur. 

* A Frienii 
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A FRfENi3 cf tnmci one of the commoa- 
<mHioil men ef this city, is tnfeded to a ftrong 
degree with the prefcnt pcMence. His chief 
complahit is a canine appetite ; and his wife af- 
fiires me, Ihc has x>ften fek the wolf in hit 
fcelly. Tfce feat of this drftemper is originally 
in the palate, and difcoven itfclf hy a watering 
of the mouth from the falival glands, and a 
grinding <if <he te^ as in the a£Kon of maftica- 
tion. This difordcr being very common in the 
city, and likely to ipread among the livery, I 
have diredied him to perform ^uaranhne for forty 
days, by abftainir^ from fielh during the {>refeitt 

I KNOW another, a very worthy alderman, 
who now lies in a moft deplorable condition^ 
He is fwelled to a moft enormous fize \ bis whole 
face, and particularly his nofe, is crufted pver 
with fiery puftUles €if the confluent kind. He js 
affliAed with an infatiable thirft, and is very 
&bje(ft to fallingiits. I was fent for laft night, 
when<meof thefe fits had juft feized him. He 
lay to all appearance -dead on the floor, wallow- 
ing in the midft of a fetid mafs^ partly fotid, 
partly fluid, which had liTued from his mouth 
and noftrils with repeated eru6lations. I would 
immediately have adminiftered to him a proper 

dole 
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^1^ of Aq. Fom. upefii^.htttoti offering him the 
^fraught, he (hewed the ftrongeft fytnptoms of a 
<x>afirraed ifykcpMh. 

1 WENT cnit of charity to fee a poor tragic 
author, (no Tcfleftion upon any of the profcffion, 
Mr. Toww) -who has been obliged to keep his 
room aH the ^nter, and is dying by inches of an 
inveterate Atrophy. By liis extravagant ravings, 
ftdden ibirts, incoherent ^xpreffions, and paf- 
fionate exclamations, I judged his diforder to be 
feated in the brain, and therefore direded his 
head to be UHlered aH oven 1 cured another^ 
H conric author, of a lethargy, "by making a re- 
vulfion of die bad humour, from die part afFeded 
witli ftimolating cathartics. A fbort fquahby 
gendeman of a grofs and corpulent make wa8 
ftized with a kind of St. fitus^ dance, as he 
was praftiiing Harlequin for the mafquerade: 
His whole body was convulfed with the moft 
iviolent writhings and irregular twiches; but I 
l>refently removed his complaint by applj^ing; 
l^lifters to the foles of his feet. 

The Plague, as I obferved before, puts on 
<4)ffererent appearances in different fubjeAs. A 
paefon of quality, one of the cliibat Whitis^ 
feized with 4be epidemical plirenfy raging 

there^ 
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there, which, propagates itfelf by certain black 
and red fpots. He had fufFered (o much lofs by 
continual evacuations, that his whole fubftancc 
was wafted 5 and when I faw him he was (o re- 
duced, that there were no hopes of a recovery. 
Another nobleman caught the infeiSlion at JVw- 
market^ which brought upon him fuch a running^t 
that he is now in the laft ftage of a galloping con- 
fumption. A reverend divine lately made a dig-, 
nitary of the church, has:unhappily loft his me- 
mory ;^ and is fa blind withal, that he hardly 
knows any of his old acquaintance : The muf- 
cles of his face are all contra<Sled into an auftere 
frown, his knees are. ftifF and inflexible, aad he 
is unable, poor gentleman I to bend his body, 
or move his hand to his head. I have obferved 
others feizcd at times with a ftrange kind of 
deafnefs ; and at certain intervals, I have found 
them fo prodigioufly hard of hearing, that though 
a tradefman has bawled ever fo loudly in thcii» 
cars, it has had no efFe^ upon them. 

By what means this Plague has been intro* 

duced among us, cannot eafily be afcertained 5 

whether it was imported in the fame band- box 
with the laft new head, or was fecretly conveyed 
In the plaits of an embroidered fuit : — But that 
it came over hither from France^ plainly appears 

from. 
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from the manner in which it aflKn^s our people of 
fafhion^ (e^eckiUy the ladies,) who bear about 
them the moft evident marks of the French Dif" 
tafe. This is known to afFe£l the whole hahit of 
body, and extends its influence from head to 
foot. But its firongeft attacks are levelled at the 
face ; and it has fuch an cffe<a upon the com- 
plexion, that it entirely changes the natural co- 
lour of the fkin. At Parisy the face of every 
lady you meet is befmeared with ut^uent, cerufs, 
and plaifter ; and I have lately remarked^ wilji 
infinite concern, the native charms of my pretty 
country-women defiroyed by the fame caufe. In 
this cafe I have always propofed calling in the 
affiftance of a furgeon to pare off this unnatural 
Epidermis or fcarf-(kin, occafioned by the igno- 
rance of Empirics in the immoderate application 
oi Alteratives^ 

From what I have been able to colle(^ from 
obfervations on my female patients, I have found 
little variation in the effeds of the Plague on 
that fex. Moft of them complain of a laffitude, 
a liftlefnefs, an uncafmefs, pains they don't know 
where, vapours, hyfterics, want of reft, want pf 
fpirits, and lofs of appetite : Confequently thQ 
fame regimen may ferve for all. I advife them 
to ufe a great deal of exercife in driving about the 

towOak 
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towm^ to diUiec froperly with tea, to peHpU^A^ly 
at poUic placet, and in <heir fetfons to gQ to Maik^ 

! -WAS indeed furprtitcd with an cxtraopfinaiy 
' ticw cafe the other night, when I was called out 
of bed to attend a maid of honour, who is fre- 
quendy afflifted with fits of the mother. Her ah- 
'^omen, I found, upon examination, to be preter- 
naturally dMtendcd : The tumour has been gra- 
Aially inercafmg j but I would not attempt to 
iifcufs it, afs it was not yet arrived to maturhy. 
I intend foon to remove her mto Ae country for a 
month, in order to dehver htv from the comfllalnt 
ihe iaboun> under. 

I HATE been induced, Sir, to write to yoa on 
this occafion, as you are pleafed to t^e this city 
under your immediate care. So alarming an 
evil caHs upon us all to oppofe ks progrefs : For 
my own part, nothing Ihall deter me from a di- 
figcnt difcharge of die duty of my profeffion ; 
though it has already cxpofed me to the grcat^ 
dangers in the execution of it. An old captafln 
of a man of war, who is grievoufly troubled with 
choier and overflowing of the gall, on my 
only hindng a dyfter, fwore vehemendy tbat I 
Aould take onemyfelf, and applying bis foot di- 

rcStlj 
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redly to my fun4ament kicked me down ftairs* 
This very morning I efcaped almoft by miracle 
from the contagion, which raged in the moft 
violent degree through a whole family* The 
mailer and txH&iek were bodi of them in a very 
high fever, and quite frantic and delirious : 
Their toi^ues were prodigioufly inflamed, with 
the tip very (harp, and perpetually vibrating 
without the leaft interihiffion. I would have 
prefcribed fome cooling and lenitive medicines; 
but the hufband in the heightb of his phrenfy flung 
my tye-wig into the^fire, and his wife fluiced me 
with extravafated urin^. As I retired with pre- 
cipitation, I beard the fame wild ravings from 
the nurfeiy, the kitchen, and ^every other quarter, 
which convinced me that the peiUence had feize4 
the whole houfe, I ran out of ^oors as faii as 
poflible, rcfle<aing with Terence^ "If Health her- 
" fdf would fave this family, Ihe could not.^ 

' .— -.— —..— —. Ipfa fi capiat Sakis, 
Scrvare prorsus non f^otcft banc famtlimn. 

Upov the whde^ I m»y conclude widi the 
i^horifm of Uppoerates ; " that no people can 
^ poffihly be affli£ied with fo many and fo terri- 
«< ble difordcrs^ unlcfe the PLAGUE is among 
" them.'' 

W I am, fir, yours, &c. B. G. 
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Numb. VI. Thurfday^ March 7, 1 754. 

.^ — — . — Quid alat formctquc poctam. 

HoR» 

Prague alone muji form the wtlter's hcad^ 
jind ev'ry author to the trade be bred. 

I Remember to have fcen, in fome old Italiatt 
poet, a fable called ** The Education of the 
•* Mufes.'* Jpollo is there faid to have taken 
them at their birth under his immediate care, and 
as they grew up, to have inftruSed them, ac- 
cording to their different capacities, in the feveral 
branches of playing and finging. Thalia^ we are 
told, was of a lively turn,^ and took delight in 
the moft comic airs; but.was at firft with diffi- 
culty refirained from falling into ridiculous drol- 
leries, and what our author calls extravaganzas 
in her manner. Melpomene^ who was of a (erious 
and grave difpofition, indulged herfelf in drains 
of melancholy ; but when flie aimed at the moft 
pathetic ftrokes, was often harfh, or run into 
wild divifions. C/w, and the reft of the Nine, 
had not yet learned to temper their voices with 
fweetneis and variety j nor could they tell how 

ta 
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to regulate the flops of their flutes, or touch the 
firings of their lyres, with judgment and grace. 
However, by much praSice, they improved gra- 
dually under the inftruftions of Apollo^ till at lafl: 
they were able to exert all the powers of mufic : 
And they now form a complete concert, which 
• fills .all Parmffus with the moft enchanting 
harmony. 

The moral to be drawn from this little fable 
is naturally applied to thofe fervants of the Mufes, 
Authors J who muft neceflarily rife, by the fame 
flow degrees, from ihdr firft lam^ attempts in, 
cultivating the arts of Jpclh. The beft of themy 
without doubt, went through many more ftagea 
of writing, than appears from the palpable gra- 
dations flill rejnaining in their works. But as it 
is impoffible to trace them from their firft fetting 
out, I (hall here prefent the reader with the fum 
of my own experience, and illuftrate, in the lif« 
of Mr. Town, the progrcfs of an Author. 

Right or wrong, I have ever been addicted 
to fcribbling. I was fahious at fchool for my 
readincfs at crambo and capping verfes : I often 
made themes for other boys, and fold my copy 
for a tart or a cuftard : At nine years old I was 
taken notice of for an Englijh diflich \ and after- 
wards 
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wards immortalized myfelf by an holiday^ ta& 
in the fame language, which my mafler, who 
waa htmfclf a poct^ pronounced to be fcarcc 
inferior to his fevourite Bkckmrt. TTiefc were 
foRowed by a multitude oiF little pieces; which, 
like other fruits that come before their (eafbn, 
had nothing to recommend them but^ dieir early' 
appearance. 

FiLLiD, bowcyer, with great conceptions of 
my genius and imix>rtan(»,, I could not but la* 
fli«n€, that faxkk extraordinary parts fhouM be 
t^dnfined vi^thbi the narrow cirde of mj relations 
and ftcquaintai^. Thei«fore, in order to ebiige' 
and amaase the public, I foon became a very 
large contributor te die monthly magazines. But 
I had the un^i^Ue mortification to fee mjt fa* 
V^ours fom^times not infereed, femetimes peft- 
poned, often much akered, and you may be fore 
always for the worfe. On all thefe occasions, I 
never failed to condemn the arrogance and fdly 
of the compilers of thefe mifcellanies ; wonder- 
ing how they couM fo grofsly miftake thdr own 
imereft, and negkd the entertainmcm of their 
readers. 

' Im the mean time a maiden aunt, with whom 
I lived, a very pious old lady, turned Method^, ' 

and 
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and often took me with her to die Tabefbadc • 
the Founderys and many priyate meeting^i Thi& 
made fuch an im|xreifion upoi^ mjr mind^ thu I 
devoted myfelf entirety to faqred fubj^b, and 
wrote fitveral hymnsy which weiie received wiA- 
infinite ap^aufe by all the good wcaien, wh^ vi- 
fited my aunt; and (the fervants being alfo Mb^ 
thodifts} they were often fung by the wholes fa- 
flxiily in the kitchen^ I might perhaps in time 
have rivalled ^e/Iey in thefe divine compofittond^ 
and had even begun an entire new verfion of the 
Pi^ma; when my aunt, changing hcc religion a 
fecond time, became a Moravian. But the hynruis 
uAially {iuig by the United Brethren, contaia ktp^ 
timents fo /ublime and fo inGompiehtiifible, that 
n^twithfianding my late (iiccefe in that kind <£ 
poetry^ and the great opinion I entertained^ of 
my own talents,. I durft not ventum oa their ftile 
and manner 

As love and poetry mutually prodtioe each odier, 
it is no wonder^ that before I was fev^nteen- 
I had iingled out my particular Saelmriffi* This, ^ 
you may Aippofe,. gave birth to innufnerable 
fongs, de^es, and acroftics. In the ^ace of 
two years I had written more love-veries than 
WalUr^ or any other poet; when, juft a^ I ima- 
gined I had rhymed. myielf inia her good gface^, 

I had 
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I had the mortification to find that my miftreft 
was married to a cornet of horfc, a fellow, who 
I am fure never wrote a line in his life. This 
threw me into fuch a violent rage againft the 
whole fex, that I immediately burnt every fyllable 
I had written in her praife, and in bittemefs of 
foul tranflated the fixth fatire of Juvitml. 

Soon after this, the fon and heir of Lord 
Townlty^ to whom I have the honour of being a 
diftant relation, was engaged in a treaty of mar* 
riage with a rich heirefs. I fat down immediately 
with great compofure to write an Epithalamium 
on this occafion. I trimmed Hymen's torch, and 
invited the Loves and Graces to the wedding: 
Concord was prepared to join their hands, and 
Juno to blefs them with a numerous race of chil- 
dren. After all thefe pains, when every thing 
was ready for the wedding, and the laft hand put 
to the Epithalamium, the match was fuddenly 
broke o(F, and my poem of courfe rendered iife- 
lefs, I was more uneafy under this difappoint- 
ment than any of the parties could po0ibly be ; 
till I was informed of the fudden marriage of a 
noble lord with a celebrated beauty. On this po- 
pular occafion, promifing myfclf univerfal ap- 
plaufe, 1 immediately publi(hed my Epithala- 
mium j which, like Bayes''^ Prologue, was 

artfully 
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artfully contrived to ferve one purpofe-^s well 
as anothen 

As my notions had been hitherto confined 
within a narrow fphere of life, my literary per- 
fuits were confequently lefs important, till 1 had 
the oppk)rtunity of enlarging my ideas by going 
abroad. My travels, of which I have before 
hinted ibmething to the reader, opened to me a 
new and extenfive field for obfervation. I will 
not prefume to boaft, that I received any part 
of my education at Geneva, or any of thofe cele- 
brated foreign Univerfities, in which alone an 
Englishman can be grounded in the principles 
of reh'gion and liberty : But I may fay without 
vanity, that I glieaned fome ufeful knowledge 
from every place I vifited. My propenfity to 
writing followed mc wherever I went j and 
were I to meet with encouragement by a large 
fubfcription, I could publifh feveral volumes of 
curious remarks, which I made in my tour. I 
had, indeed, like to have got into fome unlucky 
fcrapes, by turning author in places, where the 
liberty of the prefs was never fo much as heard oC 
At Paris I narrowly efcaped being put into the 
Bqflile for a little Chan/on a boire, reflefiing on 
the Miftrcfs of the Grand Monarque ; and I was 
obliged to quit Rme a week fooner than I in-^ 

Vol. !• D . tended. 
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tended, for fixing on Pfifqfiiuz Przy^ct for the* 
Pope's Toe, *which was then laid up wich. 
the gout. 

It was not till my retprn from.abroad, that.. 
I formally commenced a. profcflcd critic,, for 
which I now thought myfejf thoroughly qualified,. 
1 could draw parallels between. Marfeillef and, 
HemyeTy compare th^ beh^iour of the FrifuA 
parterre with the Engltfi) pit; and have lately 
made a figure by afFeding an iqdif^rcnce about 
the prefent Burlettas, as. 1 took care to let every 
body know, that I had often feen them in FJau-- 
d^rs. My knowledge; in theatrical afifairs natu- 
rally, led me to write a g^eat number of occa^ 
fumal pamphlets on tbofe topics ; fiich a^ *< Exa- 
** mens of New Plays, I^e^ters to thp. Mana* 
*^ gers, &c/* Not content with tbisj, I had. a, 
ftrong inclination to (hinein,the.draQAa. I often/ 
ple^fed. myfelf with cotpputiijig'*— ** thn^ benefit 
•' nightsr— let me fec-r-fix hundred pounds ait 
*' leaft*— an hundred more for the copy- — ^befidea . 
**. a perpetual freedom of the houfe," — Thgfe. 
were temptations not to.be refifted* I fat down . 
therefore to a tragedy ; but, before Fgol through 
the firft a£t, defpairing to make it fufficiently /a- 
thutu for the modern tafte, I changed my (cheme, 
and began a comedy ; then again refle£Hng, 

that 
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th^r moft^of our comedies were in reality* nothfrig 
bcrt- over-growtv ftitces, ccMitented myifelf with 
writings what atithprs afe now pfeafed to* call 
a comedy of ' two a£l^. TRis" I finifhed* with a 
great deal of ' pains, and very mtich to nty owtt 
fatisfe(Sfion : bur not being^ able to get it'bn tKc^ 
ftage, as one' hotrfe' was entiirely take up with: 
pantomimes, and'tHe manager of the othef had" 
fo many farces' of' bis own, I generouffy madfe a^ 
prefent of if to an^afltor* for his^ benefit 5 — whfen , 
to my great furprize it was damned, 

I HAVE at laft refolvedao bend all' my /atten- 
tion, and dedicate all my powers, to the carrying 
on this my prefent elaborate undertaking. I am 
forry to owni that the fucCefs has not at all an- 
fwered my cxpeftations: I flattered myfelf with 
being univcrfally known, read, and admired ; 
but I fin4 quite the contrary; I went into a 
coffee -houfe the other day by WHite- chapel 
Mounts where on aflcing for the Connoisseur, 
the woman ftared at me, and faid (he did not 
know what I meant. I dined laft week at a fo- 
reign ambaffador's ; and not a word about me or 
my works paffcd at table. I wrote to a relation 
at Caermartbeny defiring to know what reputation 
my paper has in Wales ; but he tells me, that 
n(^n){ in the literary way comes down there 
D 2 but 
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but the King*s Speech and the London Evening Poft^ 
I have enquired into the fale of my firft number^ 
my fecond, my third, my fourth, and the laft : 
yet I cannot aflure my readers, that I have (bid 
three tboufand of any one of them. In ihort,. I 
give this public notice once for all, that if I do 
not find m]rfelf taken in all over Ef^landy by the 
time I have publiihed two or three hundred papers, 
—let them look to it— let them look to it— J'll 
bid adieu to my ungrateful country, go direftly 
to Berliny and (as Voltaire \» difcarded) em{4oy my 
pen in the fervice of that encourager of literary 
merit the king of PruJJia. 

O. 



*^* A$ fevcral corrcfpondents, fince the firft 
publication of this number, have defired to know't 
from what Italian author the Fable at the begin- 
ning of this paper is borrowed : We think it 
neceflary to acquaint them, that the fi6Hon is 
entirely our own. 
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Numb. VII. 7hurfday^ March 14, 1754. 

Pxnitct hofpicii^ cum me fpefiante lacertos 

Imponit collo rufticus ille tuo. 
Ofcula cum verb coram non dura daretis. 

Ante oculos pofui pcKula fumpta meos. 

OVIJD. 

/ limth^d thi dinmr^ while bifon myfaa 
The cbwH^ill pato'd you with a rude embrace : 
Bui when ye tofd and kifid without coniroul^ 
I turned andfcreerid mj eyes behind the bowL ^ 

To Mr. r O fr N. 

SIR, 

I Shall make no apology for recommending^ 
to your notice, as Censor -GfiNERAL^ a 
fault that i» too commoti among the married 
people s I . mean the abfurd trick of Fondling 
before Company. Love is, indeed, a very rare 
ingredient in modern wedlock j nor can the par- 
ties entertain too much affedion for each other i 
but an open di(play of it on all occafions render* 
them ridiculous. 

D ^ A Feit 
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A FEW days ago I was introduced to a young 
couple; who were "but lately married, and arc 
reckoned by all their- acquaintance to be exceed- 
ing happy in each other. I had fcarce £iluted 
the bride, when ^e iiuiband caught :her«8gQrly 
in his arms, and almoft devouied her with klfies. 
When we were featcd, they tock cure to place 
themfelves clofe to eaob other; and 'during our 
cofiverfation hq was conftantly piddling with her 
fingers, tapping her cheek, or playing with her 
hair. At dinner, they were mutually •emplojrcd 
in pi^effiog each other totaflc of cvciy difli.; and 
the fund appellations of ** my dear, my love,'* 
&c. were contmually bandied acKofi the table. 
Soon after the cloth was removed, the lady made 
a motion to cettre ; but the bulbaod prevented 
the compliments of the reft of the company by 
faying, «* We (hould be unhdppy without her.*' 
As the bottle .weo£ xound, he joined her health 
to every toaft i aod could not help now and Ahctt 
xiilryg from i^is chair to ^ptreis her hand, and ma- 
nifeft the warcpt^ of his paAoH b^ the, ardour 
of his c^efles. This pFtscious fooling, thougb 
it bigbly -enjterxained them, gave me gpcftt ^liT- 
guft : therefore^ as fny company tnight vety 
well bye fp^j^dp I took my leave as (beat as 
poffible. 

NOTHINO 



NoTfti^G b^mdi^ comthbn than to fee a new 
•m^arried cbtiple, *fetting out with a fplendour hi 
^their 'equipage, TurriitUre, and m^tnner of living, 
-which they *have *been afterwards obUged of- re- 
■ti^ndi. Thiis'it'h^fijjens, when they have made 
-themfelVes 1-^'rtiarkable by a ihew of .excdSve 
'IbVc. Thliy 'begin With great eclat, kre lavi(h 
-of their fortdriefs at firft, but their whole ftock is 
' foon wafted ; and thdr poverty is the more in- 
fupportable, as their former profufion has made 
•tt 'Oiore confpicuoiis. I have rematrked the ill 
t»nfecjucncc dFithb indffcrtrtion In both c&fes : 
One couplle has at laft had feparate beds, while 
ihc other have "been carried to the opera bk 
liackney chairs. 

Two ^)eof9e, who vtre to ptffs ftleir whote 
3ivcs tog^her^ may furely ffi6d tittle enough fer 
-dalliartcJe whhout playing dvcr their fpr^ty tridks 
'HI putlKc. How i'idiculdtfs would it appear, if in 
^ large ttfleinfMy ^very one fliould feleft his mate, 
1 nd the wfade com]^any &euld fall into couples, 
like^liel)ir& en Ftiktmne\ day 1 Aiid it is furely 
)ro 'lefs kbiard, to Ice a mim and his wife eternally 
tfifiing and toyiing together, 

5//// amorous, and fond, and hilling, 
Ldke^ Philip and Mzry on ajhilling* 

HUDlBR'ASr 

D4 
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I HAV£ often been reduced to a kind of auk- 
ward diftrcfs on thefe occafions ; not knowing 
which way to look, or what to fay. I confider 
them as playing a game, in which the ftander-bjr 
is not at all interefted ^ and would therefore re- 
commend it to every third perfon in thefe circum- 
ftances, to take it as an hint, that the parties 
have a mind to be alone, and leave the room 
without further ceremony. . 

A FRIEND of mine happened to be engaged 
in a vifit to one of thefe loving couples. He 
fat dill for fome time, without interrupting the 
little endearments that paflTed between them. 
Finding them at length quite loft in nods, whif- 
pers, ogles, and in ihort, wholly taken up with 
each other, he rang the bell, and defired the 
fervant to fend in my lady's woman. Whcli 
fhe came, he led her very gravely to the fettee, 
and began to indulge himfelf in certain freedoms, 
which provoked the damfel to complain loudly 
of his rudeneft. The lady flew into a violent 
paffion, and rated him feverely for his mouftrous 
behaviour* My friend begged her pardon with 
great poTitenef?, hoped fhe was not offended^ 
for that he thought there had been na harm 
in amafing himfelf a little while with Mrs. 
Bitty^ in the fame manner as her ladyihip and 

fir 
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fir John had been diverting themfelves thtfe two 
hours. 

This behaviouf, though at all times impro^ 
per, may in fonie fort be excufed, where perhaps- 
the match had been huddled up hf the parents, 
and the young people are fuch' new acquain- 
tance, that they firarce erer faw each other till 
their marriage. A pair of loving turtles may be 
indulged in a little amorous billing at their firfr 
coming together r yet this licence (hould expire 
with the honey-moon, and even in that period 
be ufed but fparingly^ 

But if this condu£l is bliameable in young 
people, how very abfurd i^ it in thofe advanced 
in years ! Who can help laughing, when he fees 
a worn-out beau and belle, pradtifmg at three- 
fcore the very follies, that are ridiculous at fix- 
teen ? I could wi(h> that fuch a pair of. anti- 
quated lovers were delineated by the pencil of 
an Jlogarth. How humoroufly would he re- 
prefent two emaciated wrinkled figures, with 
eyes funic into their heads, lank cheeks, and 
toothlefs gums, affefiing to leer, fmile, and 
languifti at each other ! But this affedation is 
fHIl more remarkable, when ' a liquorifti old 
fool is continually fondling a young wife:. 
' D 5 ^ Though 
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Though .perhaps ^ G^t |b «i>C fo difewft- 
' ing to a ftrangcr, who may rcafonably fuj^ofe 
it to be the overflowings of a father's tender- 
nets 4ot his daughter. 

It fixneltmec hftiq)em, tbitt Me of the parut^ 
pqroeives the folly of thk behaviour. I have fom 
a fenfible man quite uneafy at the iodiibreeC 
n&arks ^f ktadneib (hewn by hk lady. 1 kiy>w 
a clergyman in the country, who is often put to 
the blufli ^y the Arange familiarities, which hh 
wife's love in4ug^ J^r ^ take with him* A« 
fbe has had but ah indifFerent education, you^ 
would often be at a lofs to know, whether fhe 
is very kind, or very rude. If he dines abroad,, 
(he ^ways (ees him g/et on boiieback, and before 
he has got twenty yards from the d<)or, hollowt . 
after birn, " be at home in time, my dear foul> 
«« do." I have known her almoft <|tiarrel with : 
him for not bujttgning bis coat in the middle 
of fummcr; and ihe once had the good- nature 
to burn a very valuable coUeSion of Greet 
nmnufcripts, kft the poring over thofe horrid 
crooked letters (houW put h^r dear Jad^s 
eyes oiit. T.hiisf d^s flie torment the poos 
parfon with her violent affcSion for him, 
and according |o the common phrafe, kills 
hi:n wiih kindness* 

Beforji 



Befotre T ctttttldd^, 1 cafinotbut tal^e notice 
^of thdb liritious loviiJ-ftenfe^, livat have fo great 
a fhare m tiur rtidtfem plays j which are rendered 
ftiH more ftiHbnle^ the dficfoufnfefs of the player, 
who takes every opportunity t^f heighteriing the 
expreffion by kiffes and embraces. In a comedy^ 
nothing b more relilHed oy ttie audience than ar 
lood fmacb, 'which .echpes through th^ whole 
houfe J and in the moft paffionate fcencs of ^ 
tragedy, the hero ^und befome Are -eontihtfaHy' 
flying into 6aeh etherfi «rms. For my part I an*^ 
iiever prefent at a Tcene of this kind, which pro- 
duces a coniciouS' fimper from the hoxes, and 
an hearty chuckle of applaufe from the pit and 
galleries, but I am ready to exclaim with old 
Rmault-^^^ I like not thefc huggei's/' 

I WOULD recommend it to all married people^ 
bat cfpcd^y to t*BB lifli&s^- liot td be fo fweet 
upon their dears hitf6xe d6hi(}iny : btit I would 
not be ilnderftocd to GoantehWice that coMneS 
and ihdifferehcej which H- f^ fa&ionable ia the 
foGte ^orld« \NiMiibig is itasumed'more un- 
genteel, thaA fof a Huibdnd Jand wife to be ^teti 
'together iq public places; -and if they (hould ever 
accidentally iTpeelTi thcy.takfe ao more notice df 
each other, thifn if they wete abfolute firangers.- 
The gentleman may lavifh as much gallantry as 
D 6 he 
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he pleafes on other women, and the lady give 
encouragement to twenty pretty fellows, without 
cenfure : but they would either of them blufli at 
being furprifed, in fhewii^ the leaft marks of a 
regard for each other* 

Izmy Sir, 
T. Your humble Servant, &c. 

mi I II I II I ■ I I. I I I I y 

Numb. VIIL Tbwrfday^ Mareh%iy 1754* 
O quanta fpecies cerebrum non habet f 

In outward JbewfiJ^krulid andjh vaiff^ 
*Tis but a gilded Uock withut a brain. 

I Must acknowledge the receipt of many let<- 
ters containing very lavifli encomiums on 
my works. Among the reft a correfpondent, 
whom I take to be a bookfeller, is pleafed to^ 
compliment me on the goodneis pf my print, and 
paper ; but tells me,, that he is very forry not 
to fee fomething expreffivc of my undertaking, 
in the little cut that I carry in front. It is true» 
indeed, that my printer and publiflier held fe- 

veral 
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rsd confultations on thb fubjed ; and I am 
aihamed to confefs, that they had once prevailed 
on me to fuffer a profile of my face to beprefixej 
to each number. But when it was finifhed, I was 
quite mortified to fee what a fcacvy figure I made 
in wood : Nor could I fubmit to be hung out, 
like Brougbtm^ at my own door, or let my face 
ferve like the canvas before a booth, to call people 
in to the (hew. 

I HOPE it will not be imputed to envy or male* 
volence, that I here remark on this part of the 
produSion of Mr. Fitz-Adam. When he gave 
his paper the title of The World, I fiippofe he 
meant to intimate his defign of defcribing that 
.part of it, who are known to account all other 
perfons Nobody^ and are therefore emphatiddfy. 
calkd njt World. If this was to J)e pifturcd 
out in the head-piece, a lady at her toilette^ a 
party at whift» or the jovial member of the jW- 
letianti tapping the World for Champagne^ had 
been the moft natural and obvious hieroglyphics. 
But when we fee the portrait of a pbiloibpher 
poring on the globe, inftead of obfcrvations on . 
modern life, we might more naturally expeft a 
fyftem of geography, or an attempt t9waids a 
difcovery of the longitude* 



61 fB^CONNDtSSfeUfe, J9^.% 
Tmi wadtr will fmile pei'haps stt a trkictfet 
>f this kkid ; yet certairriy even fcerfe pmpriety 
bk&vid l>ie tA)(etved, or at lieaft all abfurditi^ 
tvoided, Btit this niattcr bebg lifually Wft to 
«he printer or tookfelfer, it is 6fttn attended 
wkh ilrangc blunders "artd mifapplicsrtions. I 
iavc feeh a Sctmon iifliered in with the reprfefen- 
tatioh of a fliepherf flfnd Ihephcrdefs fporting on 
a bank of flowers, with two little Cupids Iblliilg 
ever head ; while perhaps an Epithalamium, oe 
an Ode lor a Bfith^day, has been intrddikc6d with 
* death'd heads and troft-»)arfo^-tk)he#. 

TifE ihhaWiams of "GruB^Jireii ane genttraflyr 
fcrjr ftu*ous of ptopriety in this pomt. Before 
die lialf. penny «:edum of ah hotfe-ract, we fte • 
the jockeys whipplrtgi fpiirring, joftJtng, and the 
horfes ftrainiog ^ithift fi^ht bf the pdft. The' 
laft dyihg fpe«ch^ eharafter, ^nd behavbui* df 
■ the malefiiadrs prdfents ns with ^ profjiift of the 
place of execution ; arid the hiftbry of ^he £<?«- 
dm Prentice e^Aibits the figure of a lad ftanding 
bttwceft t^0 libns, ahd ratnitiing his harida 
dowri their throat^ A dufe iregard has ^ri paid 
td this article, in the fevetaJ elegies' from that 
quarter on the death of Mr. Pelham. They are, 
cncompafled with difmal Wack lirteS, sfftd iall the 
iable emblems of death : Nor can w^ doubt, but 
' that 
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fliat an auAor, who takes fach care to exprefs 
a -deccnft farrow on the outfide of his work, has 
infiHed a great deal of the pathetic mto the piece 
kfeK 

These Ifttle enil>eIilBimenls were origmanf 
denned to pfeafe the eye of the reader ; as we 
tem^ ch^dren to team their letters by difpofing 
die alphabet into pi£^ut>es^ fiat, in our moden» 
oompofitions, they are not only <)rnamental, but 
vfeful. An angel or a fiower^pot, at the liegin* 
ning and end of every chapter or fe^ori,'enabIe# 
tbe boofcfetler to fpk out a novel, without plot 
or incident^ to a great nin^ber of vokines ; and 
by the help of thefe decorations, properly <Hf- 
pofed, I have Icnown a little piece fweil into a; 
duodecano, which had fcarce matter enough for 
a &c-penny piiibj)blet« 

I« ^s |)lace i mt^ «tfo take notice of the &*^, 
ytrz\ new imiprovcnients in the bufinefs of Typo-^ 
graphy. Though it is leckoned ungcnteel to^ 
Writse a goad hand, yet every one is iwaud of ap* 
pcaring in a beautiful print; aildithe produi^iloos. 
«rf^a enan of quality come from the prefs m 3, very, 
neat letter^ though: pcAaps the manufcript is 
hardly legible. Indeed, our modem writers fecrti 
to be mere ibllicitons about outward .elegance^ . 

thatt 
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than the intrinfic merit of their compofitiom i 
suid on this account it is thought no mean re- 
commendation of their works, to adver^ife that 
they arc *' beautifully printed on a fine paper 
*^ and entire new letter/' Nor are thqr only in- 
debted to the prefs (For the beauty of the type, 
but e&en calk in its affiftance to explain and en- 
force the fenticaent. When an author is in dotrbt 
whether the reader will be able to comprehend? 
his meaning, or indeed whether he has any 
meanifig at all, he takes care to ipfinkle the* 
fentence with Italics ; but when he would furprife 
us with any thing more ftriking than prdinary^^ 
he diSinguiflies the emphatical words by large, 
ftaring CAPITALS,, which overtop, the reft of 
their fellows, and are intended, like the grena- 
diers-caps, to give us an idea of fometbing grand- 
and uncommon. Thefe are defigned as fo many 
hints to let the reader know where he is to be 
particularly afFeded ; and anfwer the fame pur- 
pofe with the marginal directions in plays, which- 
inform the afior- when he is to laugh or- cry. 
This ppaSice is^ moft remarkable in pieces of 
modem wit and humour : and it may be ob- 
ferved, Aat where there is the leaft of thefe 
lively qualities, the. author it, moft defirous of 
fubftituting thefe arts in their room ; imaginings 
that by a judicious diftribution. of thefe en^- 

livening 
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livening firokes in different parts of it, his 
work, however dull in itfelf, will become finart 
and brilliant* 

And here I cannot but take notice, that dieib 
arts have been employed to very great advantage 
in the fervice of the theatres. The writer of the 
play bills deals out his Capitals in fojuft a pro- 
portion, that you may tell the falary of each 
SiStor by the Cat of the letter in which his name 
is printed. When the prefent manager of Drmy 
Lam firft came upon the ftage, a new fet of 
types two inches long were caft on purpofe to 
do honour to hb extraordinary merit. This in- 
deed is To proper, that the ievereft critics 00 the 
drama cannot be offended at this piece of theatrical 
juftice^ 

There is lately fprung- up among us a new 
fpecies of writers, who are moft of them perfons 
of the iif ft rank and fafhion. At thb period the 
whde houfe of commons are turned authors ; 
and we cannot fufficiently admire the propriety 
of ftile and fentiment in thofe elegant addrefles, 
by which they humbly <^er thcmfclves alscandt- 
dates, and beg the favour of your votes and an- 
tereft. Thefe gentlemen avail themfelves greatly 
ef the arts of printing above mentioned -, whether 

they 
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iherjr would nife tht merits <of tfaeir own caufet 
•r 4brow ^mt otnedives oh ciie ^i^pofice pE^y. 
The courtier fets before your eyes in-lapge kttert 
his fteady attachment to King GEORGE, 
^hile 'his opponent tJt^Jays in 'the fame manner 
Bb^al for l/ffiERTY and the CONSTTtU* 
TiQfS. This tnuft undoubtedly ha:ve a won- 
ier(kA'eth& on the eledofs : and Irould almdft 
aHtire any patriot ccrtam fuccets, ivho (bould 
hmtvf&t his regftfd 4fbr aDtti^tttflBrm by ^dntrng 

But, in Ac ii^holc ToptWic 6f Iktters, theie 
are none perhaps, who atre more obliged to &st 
prhrter, than the writers *of jteriodfcil effays. 
^lie'SPlci'jrrottw, hideed, catnc irtto the "woiW 
without any of the advantages we are pdRflbd 
of. They were originally publilhed in a very bad 
ptittt and >p«pdr, afld ^Mtfi^ fo eittirely dHHtute of 
tB outfw««lomaments>«A« Jike {Terence's virgin) 

*-- ,i*^ -*• .^ ,*-. Ni vte boni 

In ipia 4i€*fift tbrmi^ httc fermaih ejrtmguerttrt; 

^ Unleft the ibnl of beauty had breathed Airough 
^^ ithe compofitions theoifelves, thefe dlfadvan- 
^* -tages would Jiavc fof^prel^ the 'leaft appea* 
♦• fftQces of it,*' 
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As it requices no genius to fuppl/a -dckSt of 
^is ii^KtiiK;, ourimodorii ^flaysas muoh excel the 
3p£ctat^r^ an eli^iKe of form, as ^perbi^ 
th^ may be thought to fall ihart ^f .th^m in 
evc^ other ttife&. But they 'have this 9ddA* 
Itonal advantage, that by the fineneis of tdieir 
paper they are drefowed /rom 'ferving many «i€an 
and ignoble jfm^ppksi^ to .wl^x^ {they iniight tytber- 
wife be applied. They alfo form themfelves 
more commodioufly into volumes, and become 
gcnteelcr appendages of the tea-table. The can- 
did reader will undoubtedly (impute 4Jus extfaor- 
diaary ts^te 4dxmt e x t e rn als -to 4hc modefty-of 4ia 
prefent eflayifts, who are willing to compenfat^ 
for our jpavcetf lof genius, % beftomng ^efe 
outward tgnoeS'aaid'eiiilieDJflimente'oii our 'weiksw 
Ear tiDjr iDwn part, I never refledl on the firft un- 
adorned publication, of the Spectator, and at 
the fame time take %^p 49ne of my own ^:^j^ iet 
off with every ornamont ^ ^he jireia, but I an^ 
afraid that the critics will apply, what a facetious 
pter is /aid to Jhave irrni^iaed on two dSeiteflt tii^ 
4m, i (that ^^ 4ktc fivft is a £>ul without a bodyi 
«< and dielafl a body mthoot a kni." 

As in •this <£iiiionable ^e there are ftiitftiy of 
lord Fsppmgton^'s opinion, ^^ ^that a ^book Aouid 
*< be fecom(nende4 by it's outfidc to a man of 

*' quality 
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^ quality and breeding," it is incumbent on all 
teuthors to kt their works appear as well dreft as 
poffible, if they expe£) them to be admitted into 
polite company. Yet we (hould not lay too much 
firefs on the decorations^ but rather remember 
Tullfs precept to all who build, that ^^ the 
** owner Ibould be an ornament to the boufe^ 
*< and not the houfe to the owner/' 



Numb. IX. Thurfday^ Marcb 28, 1 754. 

^— -^ — Solvitque animb miracula renim, 
Eripuitque Jovi fulmen, virefque tonanti. 

Manil» 

Hi freed our minds from dread of things ahove^ 
Jndjnatch'd the thunder from the hand of Jove* 

TH E publication of lord BoBnghroke^s poft« 
humous works has given new life and fpirit 
to Free-thinking. We feci^ at prcfent to be en- 
deavouring to unlearn our catechifm, with all 
that we have been taught about religion, in order 
to model our faith to the fafliion of his lordflup's 
fyftem. We have now nothing to do^ but to 

throw 



N^9• 7& CONNOISSEUR* 65 
throw away our bibles, turn the churches into 
theatres, and rejoice that an ad of parliamenty 
oow in force, gives us an importunity of getting 
rid of the clergy by tranfportation. I was in 
hopes that the extraordinary price of thefe vo« 
lumeei, would have ccmfined their influence to. 
perfons of quality. As They are placed above, 
extreme indigence and abfolute want of bread, 
their loofe notions would have carried them no 
farther than cheating at cards, or perhaps foun- 
dering their country : But if thefe opinions fpread 
among the vulgar, we fliall be knocked down at 
noon-day in our ilreets, and nothing will go for- 
ward but robberies and murders. 

Tub iafiances I have lately feen of Free* 
thinking, in the lower part of the world, make 
me fear, they are going to be as fafhionable and 
as wicked as their betters. I went the other 
n'ght to the Robin Hood; where it is ufual for 
th« advocates againft religion to alTemble, and 
openly avow their infidelity. One of the quefti«^ 
oos for the night was, *• Whether lord Bolmg^ 
** broke had not done greater fervice to mankind 
^ by hb writings, than the Apoftles or Evan* 
*•- gelifts ?" As this fociety is chiefly compofed 
of lawyers clerks, petty tradcfmen, and the loweft 
mechanics^ I Was at firft furprifed to find Cuch 

amazing 
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amazing erudition among them. Tilandi fmdal^ 
Collins, Chubb, and MMdevUk, tHey fcetned to* 
have got by heart. A (hoemaker harrtngucd hSs* 
five minutes upon the excellence of the tenets 
maintained by lord Boiingbroh^ but- 1 foon- found* 
that his readinghad not' been- exteiwkd beyond* 
the Idea ofa^ Pfftrkt King, which he' had mifei- 
Ken for a glorious fyftcm of Free-thinkrag. F 
could not help fmilhrg at another of the com- 
pany, who took pains to fbew his' difbelief of- 
the Gofpel by uniaintmg the ApofHes, and calf- 
ihg them by no other, title than plain Fiud or 
plain Peter. The proceedings of this fbciety, 
have, indeed, almoft induced me to wiftr, that* 
(like, the Roman Catholicks) they were not per- 
mitted to read the Bible, rather th^n Atey (honld 
read it only to abufe it. 

I HAVE frequently' heard many wife tradef- 
men, fettling the moft important articles of our 
faith over a pint of beer. A baker took occafion 
from Canning'^ affair to maintain, in oppofition 
to the Scriptures, that man might live by bread 
alone,, at lead; that woman might; " for elfe, 
«< faid he, how could the girl have been fup- 
*« ported, for a whole month by a few hard 
' «* crufts ?" 1 anlwer to this, a barber furgeon" 
fet forth the improbability of that ^orj \ and'* 

thenoe 
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tfacnce inferred, that it was- impoflSUe for oup 
Saviour to have failed forty djays^ in the wiktor- 
neia. L latsly heaidj a R»dfli>ptn»i' fniear tbs^ 
the Bible, was all. a lie.: for he had failtd. round 
the world with lord u^i^, and' ift there had ibeetic 
9XKfi Rid See J. he. naufb have met with it« I fcnoin 
a hrkdlltyer, who* while he^ waa^ worldngr by; 
Une and ruley and care^Uy laying one bx^cio 
upon another,. would< argue with . a fielbw law 
bourer^ , that the world was made by. chance ; 
aod a copkgy.whQ thought nvMre of his trade tbaa 
his Bible, in , acdifpute Qoncerning. the miracles^ 
made a pleafant midake about the nature of the 
Eirft,. and : gravdy aik^ hi» i^ntngidmftl whttt . he 
tl^ug^t of the SupPEK. at Cana^^ 

Thi^ afFeftatioa of Free- thinking, among^ 
the lower clafs of people, is. at prefent happily, 
confined . to the men. On Sundays,^ while the; 
hgitbandS'.are toping at the alcboufe, tlie good, 
women their wives, think it their, duty tp go to 
church, fay their prayers, bring home the text,, 
and hear the children their catechifm* But 
our polite ladies^ ar^, I fear, ih their live» and 
conver(ations little better than Free-thinkers. 
Going to churpb, finceit is.nowno lopger.thr 
faibiqn to carry on intrigues there^ is.almoft 
wholly . laid afide: And I verily bejievp, that no-. 

thing 
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tbuig but another earthquake can ever fill the 
churches with people of quality. The fair fex in 
general are too thoughtlefs to concern themfelves 
in deep enquiries into matters of religion. It is 
fiifficienty that diey are taught to believe them* 
iidves angels : It would therefore be an ill com* 
(diment, while we tsJk of the heaven diey beflow^ 
to perfuade them into the Mabonutan notion, that 
they have no fods : Though perhaps our fine 
gentlemen may imagine, that by convincing a 
lady, that (he has no fouU ih» will be lefs fcru* 
pulous about the diipo(a] of her body* 

TnB ridiculous notions maintained by Free* 
thinkers in their writings, (carce deferve a ferious 
refutation ; and perhaps the beft method of an- 
fwering them would be to (cleQ, from . their works 
an €ic abfurd and impra£UcabIe notions, which 
they (b (liffly maintain in order to evade the belief 
of the Cbrjfiian religion. I fliall here throw to- 
gether a few of their principal tenets, under the 
contradidory title of 

The Unbeliever -s CREED. 

I Believe that there is no God, but that 
Matter is God, and God is Matter ; and that 
it is J10 matter wheAer there is any God or no. 

I BBLIEVX 
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I BELIEVE, that the World was not made ; 
that the World made itfelf ; that it had no 
Beginnmg; that it will laft for ever. World 
without End. 

J BELIE VE« that Man is a Bead; that^e Soul 
is the Body, and the Body the Soul ; and that 
^fter Death there is neither Body nor Soul. 

I BELIEVE, that tliere is no Religion ; that 
Natural ReKgioirt b the only Religion j and that 
«H Religion is XJnnaturali 

I BELIEVE not in Mosfes; I beKeve in the 
Pirjl Phthfophy: I believe not the Evangelists;^ 
1 believe in Chub^ Collins^ Toland^ Ttndal^ Morgan^ 
Mande^iUey Wooijim^ Hobbei^ Shafifluiy : I believe 
•in Lord Bolingbroie', I believe not St. Paul. 

I BELIEVE not Revelation*; I believe in 
Tradition : I believe in the Talmud ; I believe 
in the Alcoran ; I believe not the Bible : I 
believe In Socrates ; I believe in Confucius ; I Nbe- 
lieve ih Sanconiathon ; I believe in Mahomet j I 
believe not in Christ. 

Lastly, I believe In aH Unbelief. 

Vot.L' E AN 
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'an 
ADDRESS 

TO BOTH 

HOUSES of PARLIAMENT. 

My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

EVER fince We have thought fit to take 
thefe Kingdoms into Our immediate Cafe, 
We have made it Our earncft Endeavour to go 
Hand in Hand u^ith Your Wffdoms^in promoting 
the Welfare and Profperity of the People. The 
important Bufinefs of Taxes, Lotteries, Marria- 
ges, and ytuosy We have left to Your weighty 
Confideration ; while Ourfelves have been employ- 
ed in th^ Regulation of Fafliions, the Eftablifh- 
jDcnt of Tafte, and Amendment of the Mohils. 
We have the Satisfa£lion to find, that both Our 
Meafures have hitherto met with Succefs : And 
the Public Affairs are at prefent in fo prosperous 
a Condition, that the National Vices feem as 
lijcely to decreafe as the National Debt. 

The Diflblution of Your Aflcmbly is now at 
Hand J and as Your whole Attention will natu^ 

it.))v 
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rally be engaged m fccuring to Yourfclves an4 
Friends a Seat in the next Parliament, it is need* 
lefs to recommend to You, that ^e9ds fhould be 
broken, Drunkennefs encouraged,, and Abufe 
propagated j which has been found by Experi- 
ence to be the befl Method of fupporting the 
Freedom of Eleflions. In the mean Time, as 
the Care of the Nation muft be left to Us, 
.it is neceflary, that during this Interval Our 
Prerogative, as Censor-General, fhould be 
confid€r4bly extended, and that We fhoujd be 
.in veiled with the united Povy^er of Lords and 
Commons, 

When We are entrufted with this important 
Charge, We fliall expeft, that every different 
Fa6Uon Ihall concur in Our Meafures for the 
Public Utility; that Whig and Tory, High- 
Church, and Low-Qhurch, Comt and Co,untry, 
(hall all unite in this Common Caufe j and ths^t 
oppoGte Parties in the Body Politic, like the 
Arms and Legs in the Body Natural, fljall move 
in Concert, though they are on different Sides, 
.In Our Papers, whicli Wc fhall continue to pub- 
liih on Thurfdaysy under the Title of 72^/ Cohj- 
NoissEUR, every Mifdemcanor fhall be exa- 
mined, and Offenders called to the Bar of the 
Houfe, Be it thertfore enafled, that thefe Oyr 
E 2 Orders^ 
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Offers and Rcfoktions have an equal Author- 
rity with ASts of Parliament : as We doubt 
not, They will be of equal Advantage to the 
Community. 

The exttaorfinafy Supplies requifite for the 
Service of the current Weeks, and for the Sup* 
port of Our Own Privy Purfe, oblige Us to de^ 
tnand of You, that a Sum, not exceeding Two- 
pence, be levied Weekly on each Perfon, to be 
collefted by our trufty and, well-beloved the 
Bookfellefs. We mUft alfd particularly requeft 
of You, that the fame Privilege and Protedioh 
be extended to Us, which is enjoyed by Your- 
selves, and IS fo very convenient to many of 
Your honourable Members. It is no lefs expe- 
dient, that We fhould be fecured from Let or 
MoleftSitioil : Be it therefore provided, that no 
one prefume to Arreft or caufc to be Arrefted 
Our Perfon, or the Perfons of Our Publifher, 
Printer, Correiftor, Devil, or aAy other cm- 
ployed in Our Service; 

We have only to add, that You may rely on 
Our Care and Diligence in difcharging the high 
Truft repofed in Us, in fuch Manner as (hall 
merit the Thanks of the next Parliament. We 
fliall then recommend it to Their Confideration, 

whether 
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whether it would nbt be for the Intereft of thefe 
Kingdoms, that We ihould have a Woolpack 
alloted Us with the Bifhops, or be a}k»wed a 
perpetual Seaf among the Commons, as the Re- 
prefentative of the whole People. But if thi< 
ihould be deemed too great an Honour, it will 
at leaft be thought neccffary, that We Ihould be 
occafionally called in, like the Judges, to give 
Our Opinion in Cafes of Importance. 

TOWN, Con NoissEiTR, 
Critic, and Censor-Gener At. 
T. * 

« N u M B. X. Thurfday^ Jpril 4, 1 75 4. 

Homer* 

- If^at inoius thejlrlpling of the foldier* s trade^ 
Beyond his regimentals and cockade ? 

LEARNING, as it poliflies the mind, 
enlarges our ideas, and gives an ingenuous 
turn to our whole converfation and behaviour, 
has ever been efteemed a liberal accomplifliraent ; 
and is, indeed^ the principal charadteriflic, that 
diftioguifhes the gentleman from the mechanic. 
E 3 This 
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This axioiD being univer£dly allowed, I have 
often obfetved with wonder the negled of learn- 
ing, that prevails among the gentlemen of the 
army ; who, notwithftandmg their fhameful de- 
ficiency in this main requifite, dre generally pro- 
pofed as the moft exad modeb of good behaviour^ 
and fiandards of politenefs. 

The art of war is no eafy fiudy : It requires 
much labour and application to go through what 
Milton calls '^ the rudiments of foIdier(hip, in all 
*^ the (kill of embattling, marching, encamping, 
** fortifying, beiieging and battering, with all 
** the helps of ancient and modem ftratagemt, 
•* taiSlics, and warlike maxims/' With all 
thefe every officer (hould undoubtedly be ac- 
quainted ; for mere regimentals no more crtate 
a foldier, than the cowl makes a monk* But, 
I fear, the generality of our army have made 
little proficiency in the art they profefsj have 
learnt little more than ji^ft to acquit themfelvet 
with fome decency at a review ; have not fiudied 
and examined, as they ought, the ancient and 
modem principles of war 5 

Nor the divifion of a battle know. 

More than a fpinfter. Shakespeare^ 

, Besides 
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Besides lihe ftudy of the art qf the war itfelf, 
there ace tn^ay collateral brancbjes of literature; 
of which, as gentlemen and as foldiers, they, 
fliould not be ignorant. ^ Whoever bears a com- 
miiSon in the army, (hoald be well read in hif- 
t^xy. The exan^iples of JUxandtTy G^ar^ or 
MarlboroHgbj however illuftrious, are of little 
ocyicern to the jei^srality of rea^fs, l^t are fet 
up as (b many land-marks, to dired thofe who are 
perilling the fame courfe to gloiy. A thorough 
knowledge of biftory would furniflij a cooimander 
with true coun^e, infpire him with an honeft 
emulation of his ance(tor$j apd teach him to g^ia 
a viiStery without flieddL[ig bloods 

Poetry too, more cfpecially that of the 
aacieots, feems particularly calciilated for the 
pfrufal of thofe concerned in war. The fubje^ 
of thcJliad is entirely martial ; and the prlncip^ 
cfaaraAer$ are difting«i&ed from each other 
chiefly by their different exertion of the fmgle 
Quality of courage. It was, Ifuppofe, on ac^ 
count of this martial fpirit, which breathes 
throughout the IliaJf that Akxander was fo cap^ 
tivated with it, that he is faid to have laid '4 
v/tij night under his pillow. The principal cha- 
rafter in the Mwd is a general of remarkable 
piety and courage \ and great part of the poem » 
£ 4 made 
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made up of war* Thcfe ftudies cannot (iirely fail 
ef animating a modem breaft, which often kin- 
dled fuch a noble ardour in the ancients. 

If we look into the Kves of the greateft gene* 
rals of antiquitf , we fhall find them no mean 
proficients in fcience. They led their armies to 
viAory by their courage^ and fiipported file 
ftate by their counfels. They^ revered the fame 
PaHas^ as the goddefs of war and of wifdom ; and 
the Sfartans in particular, before they entered on 
an engagement, always facrificed to the Mufes. 
The exhortations, given by commanders before 
ibe onfet, are fome of the moft animated pieces of 
oratory in all antiquity, and frequently produced 
aftonUhing efFe£ls, roufing the foldiers from de- 
fpair, and hurrying them oii to vidory. Aa iK> 
literate commander would have been the con- 
tempt of Greta and Rorm. Tulfyj indeed, was 
tailed the Uamed Conful in derifion ; but then, as 
Dry den obfcrves, ** his head was turned another 
** way. When he read the taSics, he was think- 
*^ ing on the bar, which was his field of battle.** 
I am particularly pleafed with the charader of 
li4:tpio Mmiliarms as drawn by Velleius Paterculus^ 
and would recommend it to the ferious imitation 
of our modem officers. He was fo great an ad- 
mirer of liberal ftudies, that be always retained 

tke 
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the moft eminent wits in his canr^p : nor did any 
one fill up the intervals of 'Bufinefe with more 
elegance, retiring from war only to cultivate the 
ar s of peace ; always employed in arms or ftudy, 
always excrcifing his body with perils, or difci- 
plining his rhind with fcience. The author con- 
traffs this amiable pqurtrait with a defcription of 
JHummiusi a general fo little verted in the polfte 
arts, that having taken at Corinth feveral piftures 
and ftatues of the greateft^artifts, he threatened 
tlic perfons, who were intrufted with the carriage 
of them, to Italyy *' that, if they loft thofe,. they 
** ffiould give new ones."" 

I WOULD fain have a iJr///}^^ officer Fool^ed' upon 
with as much deference as thofe of Greece and 
Rome: But while they negled the acquifition of 
the fame accomplifliments, they will never meet 
with the fame refpeS. Inftead of cultivating then* 
minds, they are wholly taken up in adorning their 
bodies, and look upon gallantry and intrigue as 
eflential parts^ of their charadtcr. To glitter in 
the boxes or at an ailembly, is the full difplay af 
their politer.eji,. and to be the life and foul of a 
lewd brawl, almoft the only exertion of their 
courage ; infomuch that there is a good deal of 
juftice in Macheath-s raillery, when he fays, '* if 
*^ it was not for us, and the other gentlemen of 
*^ the fword,, Drury-Lans would be uninhabited^" 
£ 5 It 
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I T IS fompthing ftrange, that officers fliould 
want any inducement to acquire fo gentleman- 
like an acccmplifhment as learning. If they ima- 
gine it would derogate from their good-breeding, 
or call ofF their attention from military bufinefs,^ 
they arc miftaken. Pedantry is no more con- 
neded with learning, than rafhnefs with courage. ^ 
Cafafy who was the fineft gentleman and the 
greateft general, was alfo the beft fcholar of his 
age. 

To fay the truth, learning wears a more ami- 
able«afpe£b and winning air in courts and camps, 
whenever it appears there, than amid the gloom 
of colleges and cloifters. Mixing in genteel life 
files off the ruft that may have been contraded 
by ftudy, and wears out any little oddnefs or pe- 
culiarity, that may be acquired in the clofet.. 
For this reafon the officer is more inexcufable, 
who negle& an accomplishment, that would fit 
ib gracefully upon him : for this reafon too, we 
pay fo great deference to thofe few, who have en- 
riched their minds with the treafures of antiquity. 
An illiterate officer either hardens into a bravo, 
or refines into a" fop. The infipidity of the hi^ is 
utterly contemptible ; and .a rough brutal cou- 
rage, unpoliflied by fcience and unaffifted by 
icafon, has no more claim to hcroifm, than the 

cafe- 
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cafc-Jiardcned valour of a bruifer or prize-fighter^ 
iVgreeabk to this notion, Homer ia the fifth Iliad 
rcprefents the goddfefe Mmsrva as wounding 
Mars-i and driving the ji^vy deity ofF the field 
©f battle ; implying allegoricallyy that wi(dom is 
capable of Aibduin^ coMT^ge, 

I WOULD flatter nryfeU", 4;h?it fir/V^ minds a|e 
fiill as noble^ and Britijb genius as exuberant, ^s 
tbofe of any other n^on or age whatever i but 
that fome are debafed by luxury, and others riyi^ 
wild for want of proper cultivation. If Athens^ 
can boaft her MihiadeSy Themjiocles. &c. Kome 
her Camillus^ Fabius^ Cafar^ &c. England has^ 
had her Edwards^ Henrys^ and Marlborough. 
It is to be hoped the time will come, when 
learning will be reckoned as neceflary to qualify^ 
a man for the army, as for (b^ bar or pulpit. 
Then we may expeft tofee-the ^rififi^ fo^iery 
enter on the field of battle, as on ^ a theatre, for 
which they are prepared in the parts they are to 
a<5^. " They will not then, (as Milton ex- 
*' prefles himfelf with his ufual ftrerigth in his 
•* Treatife on Education) if intrufted with fair 
*' and hopeful armies, Tuffer them, for want of 
*' jafl aiKl wife difcipline, to (hed away from. 
** about them !fke Tick feathers, though they be 
** never fo oft fupplied : They wduld not fufFcr 
£ 6^ ^ thoir 
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<^ their empty and unrecruUable colonels of 
«• twenty men in a company, to quaff out^ or 
•* convey into fecret boards, the wages of a de- 
•* lufiye lift and a miferable remnant ; yet in the 
*• mean while to be over-maftered with a fcore or 
** two of drunkards, the only foldiery left about 
** ^em,> or elfe to comply with all rapines and 
*' violences. No' certainly, if they knew 

" OUGHT OF THAT KNOWLEDGE, THAT BE- 
" LONGS TO GOOD MEN AND GOOD GOVER- 

•* NOKs, they would not fuffcr diefc things.** 
O 
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— • Pallas quas condidit aices 

Ipfa coht. -^ Vna. 

Let Pallas dwell in itntms berfelfhas rats' d.. 

TH E principal chara^er in Steelis comedy 
of the I^'tng Lovir is young Bookwit ; an 
Oxonian^ who at once throws off the habit and 
manners of an academic, and affumes the drefs, 
sir,^ and converfation of a man of the town. He 
hy like other fine gentlemen, a coccomb; but a 
coxcomb of learning and parts* His erudition he 

rendcia 
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renders fubfenrient to his pleafures: his knew- 
ledge in poetry qualkies hkn for a fonneteer, hfs 
rhetoric to fay fine things to the ladies, and hk 
philofophy to regulate his equipage ; for he talks 
of having ** PeripaMtc footmen, a follower of 
** Ariflippm for a vakt di chambre^ an Epicurean 
** cook, with an Hermeikd chymift (who arc 
<( good only at making fires) for a fcullion.l' 
TTius he is^ in every particular, a fop of letters, 
a compleat clai&cal beau*. 

By a review I have lately made of the people 
in this great iftetropotis, as Cen^sor, I find that 
the town fwarms "wx^ -Bookwits, The pby- 
houfes, park, taverns, and cofFee-houfes ai% 
thronged with them. Their manner, which has 
fomething in it very charaderiftic, and difFereiit 
from the town-bred coxcombs, difcovers them 
to the flighefl obfervcr% k is, indeed, no eafy 
matter for one, whofe chief employment is to 
ftoce his mind with new ideas, to throw that 
happy vacancy, that total abfence of thought 
and refleftion, into his countenance, fo remark- 
able in our modem fine gentlemen. The 
fame lownging air too, that pailes for genteel in 
an univeriity cofFee-hoiife, is foon diftinguifhed 
from the genuine carelefs loll, and eafy faunter j 
and bring us^ovcc to the notion of Sir Wilful \a 
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rb$W(^rfA€ W^U^ ^* thut a man frotiM be 
^ bovnd pirenfeice to a maker of fops^ before he 
^ vemures to &t up for himfelf.." 

Yet, in fpitc of all thcfe clifad vantages, the 
love of pleafurc, and a few fiipemumerary guineas, 
4faw the ftiident from bis literary ettiploymentV 
and entice liim to this theatre of fK>ife ^nd hurry, 
thw grand mart of luxury^ where, as long as his 
purfe can fupply him,* he may be as. idle and d^ 
bauched as he pleafes. I could not help fmiling at 
a dialogue between two of the(e;gentlemen, which 
J overheard a &w i)ights ^go at the B^or4 cof- 
.fee-houfe. ^ Hai Ja$i ! (fays one a(;cofti«g 
the other) •* is k ^u? Haw Img havi yofi 
«* been in UwnT—^^ Two hours."—" How 
** hng do you ftay ? — ** Ten guineas. — If you'll 
** come to Fen^Mc^s after the play is oyer> y<Hi*U 
*< find XtnfL^m^ Sob dfffu^ an4 two or ^r€>e 
** more, who v^ill be very gW to fee yoju. What 
** yoy'rc in town upon the fobcr plan at your 
>* father's ? But hearkye Franks if you'll call in, 
." I'll tell your friend Harris to prepare for you, 
, «' So your fcrvant ; . for I'm going to meet the 
'* fincft girl upon town in the green boxes." 

; I LEFT the cofibe-thoufe pretty late 5 and: as I 
came into, the piazza,, the fire ia the Bedford- Arms 

kitchea 
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kkcben blazed fo cbearfully and invitingly be« 

fore me, that I wsls eafilyv perfuaded by a friend 

i¥ho was with me, to end the evening at that 

houfe. Our good fortune led us into the next 

room to this knot of academical rakies^ Their 

merriment being pretty boifterous, gave us «^ 

good pretext to «nquire, what company wett in 

the next room. The waiter told us, with a 

finartnefs which thofe fellows frequently contra£l 

from attending on beaux and wits, ** fomc gett* 

" tlemen from Oxford with fome ladies, fir* 

•* My matter is always very glad to fee them-; 

♦ ^' for while they ftayln town, they frever dine dt 

•* fup out of his houfe, and eat and drink, and 

*' pay better, than any nobleman." 

As it grew later, they grew louder : 'till at 
kngth an unhappy difpute arofe between' two of 
the company, concerning the prefent grand con- 
teft between the Old and the New Intereft, 
which has lately inflamed Oxfordjhire* This 
accident might have been attended with ugly 
confequences : but as the ladies are great ene- 
mies to quarrelling, unlefs themfelves are the 
occafion, a good-natured female of the company 
'interpofed, and quelled their animofity. By the 
mediation of this fair one, the difpute ended very 
fafhionably, in a bet of a dozen of claret, to be 
drank there by the company then prefent, when- 
ever 
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ever the wager (houM be decided. There was 
fbmething fo extraordinary in their whole even^ 
ing's converfation, fuch an odd mixture of the 
town and univerftty, that I am perfuaded, if 
Sir Richard had been witnefs to it, he could have 
wrought it into a fcene as Uvely and entertaining, 
as any he has left us» 

The whole time thcfe lettered beaux remain 
in London^ is fpent in a continual round of diver- 
iion. Their fphere^ indeed, is fomewhat con- 
fined \ for they generally eat, drink, and flcep 
within the precinSs of Covent- Garden. I remem- 
ber I once faw,. at a public inn on the road td 
Oxford^ a journal of the town tranfaSions of 
lene of thefe fparks j who had recorded them on 
a window-pane for the example and imitation oT 
his fellow-ftudents. I fhall prefent tny reader 
with an exad copy of this curious journal^ as 
nearly as I can remember* 

Monday, Rode to. town fn fix hours — faw 
the two laft ads of Hamlet — At night, with 
Polly Brown. 

Tuesday, Saw Harlequin Sorcerer — At night, 
Polly again. 

Wednesday, Savf Macbeth — At night, with 
Sally Parker^ Polly engaged. 

Thursday,, 
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Thursday, Saw the Sufpicious Hu/band"^ 
At night, 'Polly again. 

Friday, Set out at twelve o'clock for Oxfkd 
•^a damn'd muzzy place. 

There are no fet of mortals more joyous 
than thefe occafional rakes, whofe pride k is ta 
gallop up to town once or twice in the year wkh 
their quarterage in their pockets, and in a few 
days to fquander it away in the higheft fcenes 
of luxury and debauchery. The tavern, the 
theatre, and the bagmo> engrofs the chief part 
of their attention ; and it is conflantly Polly again 
with . them, till their finances are quite ex- 
haufted, and they are obliged to teturQ (as 
Bookwit has it) <^ to fmall beex and thre^-half- 
*^ penny conamons." 

I SHALL enlarge no further on this fu^jcft at 
prefent, but conclude thefe reflexions with an 
Ode, which I have received from an unknowo 
correfpondent. He tells me^ it was lately fec^ 
from an academical friend to one of thefe gen- 
tlemen, who had refigned himfelf wholly to thefe 
polite enjoyments, and feemed to have, forgot 
his connexions with the univerfity.. All, who 
perufe this elegant little piece, will, F doubt not, 
thank me for inferting its ^^ the learned reader 

w«Il 
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lelU have the additional (deafiire of adouriiig i^ aa' 
an humorous imitatio^ of Horaa. 

led J beatis nunc Arabum invides 

Gazisy ^c. L. I. Ode xxix. 

SO you, my friend, at Laft are caugh t 
Where could you get fo ftrange a thought^ 
In mind and body found I 
AU meaner fludiea you r^ign^x 
Yourwhole ambition now^ lo &ine 
The btau of the btaii*monde« 

Say, gallant youth, what well-known name 
Shall ii>read the triumphs of your fame 

TTirough all the realms of Drury f 
How will you ftrike the gaping at f 
What tavern {hall record your wit ? 

What watchmen mourn your fory ? 

What fjprightly imp of GalSc breed 
Shall have the culture of your head, 

(I mean the outward part) 
Form'd by his parent's early care 
To range in niccft curls his hair. 

And wield the puff with art I 

No 
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No more kt mortals toil in vain. 
By wife conje^re to explain 

What rolling time will bring : 
Thames to his foirrce may upwards flow. 
Or Garrtck fix foot high may grow, 

Or witches thrive at Trinf : 

Since you each bettei* promiie break. 
Once fam'd for flov'nlincfs and Gnek^ 

Now tum'd a very Paris^ 
For lace and velvet quit your gowo* 
The Staoyrite for Mr. TowH^ 

For Drwy-Lane St Mary's. 

Numb. XII. Thur/day^ April i8, 1754. 

Nee ver6 hae fine forte datae, fme judice fedes. 

Vino* 
Nor /ball tbi four-leg^ d culprit ^fcape the hw^ 
But at the bar holdup the guilty paw* 

TURNING over the laft volume of lord 
Bolingbroke*s works a few days ago, I 
could not help fmiling ^t his lordfhip's extraordi- 
nary manner of commenting on fomc parts of the 
Scriptures. Among the reft he reprefents Mofisy 
as making beafis accountable to the community 
for crimes, as well as men : Whence his lordCbip 

infers. 
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infers, that the Jewi/h legiflator fuppofed them 
capable of diilinguifhing between right and 
wrong, and adling as moral agents. The oddity 
of this remark led me to refled, if fuch an 
opinion fhould prevail in any country, what 
whimfical laws would be enafied, and how 
ridiculous they would appear, when put in 
execution. As if the borfe, that carried the 
highwaymiM9, Ihould be airaigned for talcing a 
purfe, or a dog iodif^ed for feloniouify ifiealing 
a ihoulder of mutton. Such a country would feem 
to go upon the iame principles, and to entertain 
the fame notions of ju&ice, as' the puritanical 
old woman, that hanged her cat for killing mice 
on the rabbath-da|. 

These refledUons were continued afterwards 
jn my fleep ; when methought fuch proceedings 
were-common in our own courts of judicature. 
I imagined myfelf in a fpacious hall Tike the 
Old Bailey^ where they were preparing to try 
feveral animals, who had been guilty of oiFeoces 
againd the laws of the land. The walls, I ob« 
-frrved, w^re hung all round with bulls hides, 
:fhcep-fkins, foxes-tails, and the fpoils of other 
brute-malefaflora } and over the juftice-feat, 
where the King*s-Arms are commonly placed, 
there was fixed a lai^e ftag's-head, which over- 

ihadowed 
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Ihadowed the magiftrate with its branching 
horns. J took particular notice, that the gal- 
leries were very much crouded with ladies : 
which I could not tell bow to .account for, 'till 
I found it was expeded, that a Goat would that 
day be tried for a rape* 

The feffiohs (bon opened ; ^ the firft pri* 
foner that was brought to the bar, Was a Hog^ 
who was profecuted at the fuit of the ^ews on an 
iadi&ment -for burglary, in breakiag into their 
fynagogiie. As it was apprehended, that religion 
might be afieded by this ctufe, and as the profe^ 
cution appeared to be malicious, the Ho^ though 
the fa£k was plainly proved againft him, to the 
great joy of all true Chriftiansj was allowed 
£m^ of Clergy. 

A N iodifbneht was next bfbtight agamft a 
Cat for killing a favourite Canary-bird. This 
offender belonged to an old woman, who was 
believed by the neighbourhood to be a witch*. 
The jury, therefore* were unanimous in their 
opinioti^ that ihe was the devil in that (hap^ 
and brought her ih guilty. Upon which the 
judge formally pronounced fentcnce upon her, 
which i remember concluded with thefe words : 
*' You muft be carried to the place of executioif, 

" where 
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•* where you are to be hanged by the neck nine 
*^ times, 'till you are dead, dead,, dead, dead, 
^' dead, dead, dead, dead, dead ; and the fidlers 
** have mercy upon your guts," 

A Parrot was next tried for Samdalum 
Magnatum. He was accufed by the chief ma- 
giftrate of the city, and the whole court of al- 
dermen, for defaming them, as they pafied along 
the ftreet, on a public feftival, by finging 
f* Roim for cuckolds J ber^ tonus a grtat tompanyi 
** Rovm fir cuckolds^ hire amies my lord nu^y^ 
This Parrot was a very old ofliender; much ad* 
iiSteA to (currillity ; ^ had been fevejal times 
convifted of profane curfing and fwearing. 
'He had even the impudence to abufc the whole 
court by calling the jury rogues and rafcals; 
and frequently interrupted my lord judge in 
fumming up^the evidence, fey crying outj **old 
** bitch." The court, however, was pleafed to 
ihew mercy to him, upon the petition of his 
jniftrcfsy a &x\& Methodift;. who gave bail for 
ius good behaviour, and delivered . him over to 
.Mr. fVhitfieldy ^tnhoomdertook to.make atl^ough 
xonvcrt of Urn. 

Atter this a Fox- was indicted for fobbing an 
,Hcn^rooft, Many farmers appeared againft him, 

who 
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who dcpofqd, that he was a very notorious thief, 
and had long been the terror of ducks, geefc, 
turkics, and ajl other poultry. He had infefted 
the country a long time, and had often been 
perfued, but they could never take him before. 
As the evidence was very full againft. him, the 
jury readily brought him in guilty; and the 
judge was proceeding to condemn him, when 
the fly .villain, watering his brufli, flirted it in 
the fice of the jailer, and made off. Upon 
tTiis a country fquire, who was prefent, hollowed 
out Jlole away 9 and an hue and cry Was immedi« 
ately fent after him. 

When the uproar, which this occafioned, 
was over, a Milch- Afs was' brought to the bar, 
and tried for contumelioufly braying, as flie ftood' 
at the door of a fick lady of quality. It appeared, 
that this lady was terribly aiHi£ted with the 
vapours, and could not bear the leaft noife ; had 
the knocker always tied up, and Araw laid 
in the flreet. Notwithftanding which, this au- 
dacious creature ufed every morning to give her 
foul language, whic;h broke her reft, . and flung 
her into hyfterics. For this repeated abufe the 
criminal was ftntenced to the pillory,* and ordered 
to lofe her eah. 



An 
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A N information was next laid againft a (hep- 
henfs Dog upon the Game-Aft for poachirtg* 
He Was accufed of killmg an hare, without be- 
ing properly qualified. But the plaintifF thought 
jt advtfeable to quafh the indi£hnent, as the 
owner of the Dog had a vote to fell at the next 
eleftion* 



There now came on a Very impoftzht 
xaufe, in whidi fix of the moft eminent council 
learned in the law were retained on each fide^ 
A Monkey, belonging to a lady of the firift 
tank and fafhion, was indi<Sed, for that he with 
malice prepenfe did commit wilful murder on the 
\K>dy of a Lap-dog. The council for tlie pro- 
secutor iet forth, that the unfortunate deceafed 
came on a vifit with anotlier lady ; when the 
^rifoiid* at the bar, without thfe Icaft provocatioh^ 
,and contrary to the laws of hofpitaHty, perpetrated 
Ihis inhuman fad. The council for the pri- 
Toncr, being cialled upon to make the Monkey^s 
defence, pleaded his privilege, and infiited on 
his being tried by his peers. This plea was 
admitted; and a jury of beaux was immediately 
impaneled, who without going out of court 
lionolirabJy acquitted htm. 
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The proceedings were here interrupted by an 
Ilound, who came jirniping into the hall, and 
running to the juftice-feat, lifted up his leg againft 
the judge's robe. For this contemptuous beha- 
viour, he was dire£Uy ordered into cuftody; 
when to our great furprife he caft his ikin, and 
became an Oftrich ; and prefently after ihed bis 
feathers, and terri^ed us in the (haggy figure of a 
Bear. Then he was a Lion, then an Horfe, then 
again a Baboon ; and after many other amazing 
transformations, leaped out an Harlequin, and 
before they could take hold of him, fkipped away 
to Covmt'Garden theatre. 

It would be tedi9us to recount the particulars 
or fevei:al other trials. A fportfman brought an 
aflion againft a Race- Horfe, for running on the 
wrong fide of the poft, by which he loft the 
plate and many confiderable bets. For this the 
criminal was fentenced to be burnt in the fore- 
band, and to be whipt at the cart's-tail. A Mare 
would have undergone the fame puniftiment, for 
throwing her rider in a ftag-hunt, but efcaped 
by {Jeading her belly; upon which a jury of 
grooms was impannelled, who brought her in 
quick. The company of Dogs and Monkeys, to- 
gether, with the Dancing Bears, who were taken 
VoJL. I. F up 
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irp on the Licence- A£t, and indided for Pollers, 
"were tranfported for life. 

The laft trial was for High Treafon. A LioB, 
^ho had been long confined as a Aate-prifoner 
in the Tower, having broken jail, had appeared 
in t>pen rebellion, and committed (everal ads of 
violence on his maj^fty's liege-fubjeds. As this 
was a noble animal, and a prince of the blood in 
his own native country, he was condemned to 
be beheaded. It came into my thoughts, that 
this Lion's Head might vie with that famous one, 
formerly ereSed at Button's for the fervicc of the 
Guardian : I was accordingly going to peti- 
tion for leave to put it up in MacJtim^s new 
cofFee-houfc ; when methought the Lion, fetting 
tfp a mofl horrible roar, broke his chains, and 
put the whole court to flight ; and I awaked in 
the utmofl conflernation, juft as I imagined he 
had got me in his gripe. 

W. 
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'Numb. XIII. Thurfdayj April 25, 1 754. 

— — Commota fervet plebecula bile. 

Persius. 

Injpir^d hy freeddm^ and ek^im ale^ 

7 he patriot' mob at courts and placemen rail. 

I Shall this ^ay prefent my readers with a 
letter, which I have received from my coufin 
ViLLAaE ; who, as I informed them in my 
iirft paper, has undertaken to fend me an ac- 
count of every thing remarkable, that pafles in 
the country. 

D^AR Cousin, 

I Have not been -unmindful of the province, 
which you was pleafed to allot me : but the 
whole country has been lately fo much taken up 
with the bufinefs of eleflions, that nothing has 
fallen under my notice, but debates, fquabbies, 
and drunken rencounters. The fpirit of party 
prevails fo unlverfally, that the very children arc 
inftru<aed to lifp the names of the favourite chiefs 
of each fa<5Uon ; and I have more than once 
been in danger of being knocked off my horfc, 
as I rode peaceably on, becaufe I did not declare 
F ;t with 



100 7:&^ CONNOISSEUR. Nm> 
with which party I fided, though I kiiew Nothing 
at all of either. Every petty village abounds 
with the mod profound ftatefmen : It is com- 
mon to fee our rufUc politicians aflembling after 
fcmion, and fettling the good of their country 
acrofs a tomb-ftone, like fo many Dilators from 
the plough ; and almoft eyery cottage can boafrit's 
patriot, who, like the old Roman^ would not ex- 
change his tuinip for a bribe. 

T AM at prefentin ***♦, where the election 
is juft coming on, and the whole town confe- 
quently in an uproar. They have for fever al 
parliaments returned two members, who recom- 
mended themfelves by conftantly oppofing the 
court : but there came down a few days ago a 
banker from London^ who has offered himfelf a 
candidate, and is backed with the moft powerful 
of all interefts, money. Nothing has been fince 
thought of but feafting and revelling; and both 
parties ftrive to outdo each other in the fre- 
quency and expence of their entertainments. 
This, indeed, is the general nrjethod made ufe of 
to gain the favour of eleftofs, and manifeft a 
zeal for the conftitution. I have known a can- 
didate depend more upon the ftrength of his li- 
quor than his arguments ; and the merits of a 
treat has often recommended a member, who 

has 
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has had no merits of his own. For it is certain » 
that people, however they may difiFer in other 
points, are unanimous in promoting the grand 
bufmefs of eating and drinking^ 

It is impoffible to give a particular account of 
Ae various diforders occafioned by the conteft 
in this town. The ftreets ring with the different 
cry of each party ; and every hour produces a bal- 
lad, a fet of querries, or a ferious addrefs tp the 
worthy electors. [ have feen the mayor with 
half the corporation roaring,, hollowing, and 
reeling along the ftreets, and yet threatening to 
clap a poor fellow into the (locks for making the 
fame noife, only becaufe he would not 'vote as 
they do. It is no wonder, that the ftrohgcft 
connexions fliould be broken, and the moft inr 
timate fiiends fet at variance, through their dif- 
ference of opinions. Not only the men, but 
their wives are alfo engaged in the fame quarrel. 
Mr. Staunch the haberdafher ufed to fmokc his 
pipe conftantly, in the fanie kitchen corner every 
evening, at the lame alehoufe, with his neighbour 
Mr. Fcer the chandler, while their ladies chatted 
together at the ftreet-door : But now the hufbands 
never .fpeak to each other; and confequently 
Mrs. Feer goes a quarter of a mile for her inkle 
and tape, rather than deal at Mr. Staunch*^ fhop ; 
F 3 and 
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anci Mrs. iiaunth declarer, (he wouid go withotre 
het tea, though (he ha? always been ufed to it 
tmct a day, rather than fetch h^ hsdf^nartern 
from that turn-coat Veer\ 

WftEREVBit politics are introdiiccd, rcRgioh 
is always dr^wn into the quarrel. The town I 
have been fpeaking of, is divided into two par- 
lies, who are diftingiii(hed by the appellation of 
Cbrifttans and Jiw$. T)ie Jtwi^ ir feeffis^ are 
ihofe, vt^o are in tlheineereft of a nobleman, who ^ 
gave his vote for paffing the ^nc^-bill, and are 
held in abomtnatioD by the Chrifliam. The zeal 
of the latter is ftill further inflamed by the vicar, 
tiffto eveiy ftinday thtmderj out his anathemssf 
Snd preaches up the pious dodrine of peifecution. 
In this he is feconded by the clerk, who is careful 
to ehfoite die arguments from the pulpit, hf 
fdedlng ftaves proper for the occatfioh. 

Thu truly Chrifiian fpirit is no where more 
manifeft than at their public feafts. I was at one 
of their dinners, where 1 found great variety of 
prg-meat was provided. The table was covered . 
from one end to the other with hams, legs 6f 
pork, fparibs, gri(kins, haflets, feet and ears, 
brawn, and the like. In the middle there fmoked 
a large barbicued hog, which was foon devoured 

to 
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to the bone, fo defiroua was every one to prove 
his Cbrifiianityj by the quantity he could fwailow ^ 
of that Anti-Judaic food. After dinner there 
was brought in, by way of deiert, a difli of ho^ 
puddings j but as I have a dlilike to that kind of 
diet, V though not from any fcruple of confcience) 
I was regarded as little better than a Jew for 
declining to eat of them. 

Th s great Aipport of thi& party is an oM 
neighbouring knight ; who, ever &ice the late 
Naturalization- Ad, has conceived a violent anti* 
pathy to the Jewsy and takes every opportunity 
of railing at the above-mentioned nobleman. 
Sk Rowland fwears, that his lor4ihjp is worfe 
dian JmAms^ that he is^ a&ually drcutncifed^ 
and that the chapel in his houie is turned into 
a iyaagogue. The knight bad never beea 
feen in a <^rch 'till the late clamour about the 
Jtw-BWl', but he now attends it regulitfly ev^^ 
Sunday, where he devoutly takes hb nap all tho 
Service : and he lately beftowed the beft living in 
his gift, which be had before promifed to hia 
chaplain, on one whom he had never feen, but 
had read his name in the title-page to a fermoR 
againft tl^ Jews. He turned off his butler, who 
had lived with him many years, (and wboie onljr 
crime was a fwaitiiy complejUon,} becaufe the 
F 4 dog 
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dog looked like a JiW. He feeds hogs in his 
park and the court-yard, and has guinea-pigs in 
his parlour. Every Saturday he has an hunt, be- 
caufe it is the Jewifit fabbath ; and in the even- 
ing he is fure to get drunk with the vicar in de« 
fence of religion. As he is in the comaiiflton, 
he ordered a poor Jew pedlar, who came to 
hawk goods at his houfe, to BridnmU; and he 
was once going to fend a little pari(h-boy to 
the fame phce, for* prefuming to play in his 
worihip's hearing on that unchriftian-lil^ inftru- 
ihcnt the Jews-harp. 

The fair fex here are no lefs ambitious of dif- 
playing' their aiFe£(ion for the fame caufe ; and 
they mantfeft their fentiments by the colour 
and faftiion of their drefs. Their zeal more par- 
ticularly fhews itfelf in a variety of pofies for 
rings, buckles, knots, and garters. I obferved the 
other night at the aflembly, that the ladies feemed 
to vie with each other, in hanging out the en- 
figns of the faith in orthodox ribbands, bearing 
the infcription of No Jews, Christianity 
FOR EVER. They likewife wore little croffes 
at their -breaik; their ^x^m were formed into 
crucifixes, their knots difpofed in the fame angles, 
and fo many parts of their habits moulded in 
to that ihape, that the whole aflembly looked 

like 
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like the court on St. Andrew^ day. It was re- 
markable that the vicaA lady, who is a tho- 
rough-paced fligh-Churchwoman, was more re- 
ligious in the decorations of her drefs than any 
of the company; and, indeed, fhe was fo ftuck 
over from head to foot with Croiles, that a wag 
juftly compared her to an old Popijh monument in 
a Gothic cathedral, 

I SHALL conclude my letter with the relation 
of an adventure, that happened to myfelf at my 
firft coming into this town. I intended to put 
up at the Catherine 'TVhetly as I had often ufed 
the houfe before, and knew the landlbrd to be a 
good civil kind of fellow. I accordingly turned 
my horfe into the yard ; when to my great fur- 
prize the landlord, as foon as he faw me, gave 
me an hearty curfe, and told me I might go 
about my bufinefs, *' for, indeed, he would not 
•* entertain any fuch rafcals." Upon this he 
faid Xomething to two or three ftrapping country- 
fellowsy who immediately came towards me; 
and if I had not rode away dire£lly, I fhould 
have met with a very rough -falutation from their 
horfe-whips. I could not imagine what ofFence 
I had committed, that could give occafion for 
fuch ill ufage, 'till I heard the matter of the inn 
hollowing after me, *« that's the fcoundrel that 
F 5 •* came 
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«« came here fome time ago with TimT^otherfiJi ;" 
who, I have £nce karnt, is an agent for die 
other party, 

I am, ^ar Coufin, jrours^ &c. • 



Numb, XIV. Tkurfday^ May 2, 1754- 

— — — Turn in lefto quoque videres 
Stridere fecretfi diviibs aure Asfiirros. 
Nullos his mallein ludos fpD^fie. Sed illa^ 
Redde age, qmedeinceps tififti. ■ ■ HoR, 

imparted to e^b JaughUr-kmng fair^ 
Thi whizzing wln^per glides from chair to chair : 
,jfnd e^er the confcipus ear receives it hay\ 
With titterings they betray fhejiijied kugh. - 
Such giggling glee I -^what farce fq full (f mirth /— 
But tell the tickling caufi tloat gave it birth* \ 

To Mn. T W I^. 

SIR, 

AS the ladies are naturally become the im- 
mediate objeds of your care, will you per- 
mit a complaint tb be infatcd in your paper, 
which is founded upon a matter ^ faA ? They 

will 
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will pardon me, if by laying before you a parti*' 
cukr inftancc I was lately witncfe to o( their 
improper behaviour, I endeavour to expofe a 
reigning evil, which Cuhjefits them to many 
Aameful imputationfi. 

I RECEIVED laft week a dinner-card from a 
friend, with an intimation that I fbould meet 
fome very agreeable ladies. At my arrival, I 
found that the company confifted chiefly of fe- 
males, who indeed did me the honour to rifc^ 
feut quite drfconcerted me in paying my re^efls, 
by their whifpering each other^ and appearing to 
ffifle a laugh. When I was feated^ the ladies 
grouped themfelves up in a corner, and entered 
into a private cabal, feemingly to difcpurfe upon 
points of great fecrecy and importance, but of 
equal merriment and diveifion. 

The fame condudl of keeping clofe to fheir 
ranks was obferved at table, where the ladies 
feated themfelves together. Their converfation 
was here alfo confined whoHy to themfelves, and 
feemed Kke the m}^eries of the Bona Dea^ in 
which men were forbidden to have any fliare. 
It was a continued laugh and whifper from the 
t^eginning to the end of dinner. A whole fen- 
tBB$:e was fcarce ever fpokeia aloud. Sing^ 
F 6 words. 
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words, indeed, now and then broke forth ; fucfa 
' as odhusj horrible^ deteftable^ Jhockingy humbug. 
This laft new-coined expreffion, which is only 
to be found in the nonfenfical vocabulary, founds 
abford and difagreeable, whenever it is pro- 
nounced ; but from the mouth of a lady it is 
*^ fhocking, deteftable, horrible, and odious." 

M y friend feemed to be in an uneafy fitua- 
tion at his own table : but I was far mora mifer- 
able. I was mute, and feldom dared to lift up 
my eyes from my plate, or turn my head to call 
for fmall beer, left by fome aukward gefture I 
might draw upon me a whifper or a laugh. 
Sanchoy when he was forbid to eat a delicious 
banquet iet before him, could fcarce appear more 
melancholy. The rueful length of my ' face 
might poffibly encreafe the mirth of my tor- 
menters : at leaft their joy feemed to rife in exaft 
proportion with my mifery. At length, however, 
the time of my delivery approached. Dinner 
ended, the ladies made their exit in pairs, and 
went off hand in hand whifpering, like the two 
kings of Brgntford, 

Modest men, Mr. Town, are deeply . 
wounded, when they imagine themfelves the 
ebjeSs of ridicule or contempt ; and the pain 

is 
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is the greater, when it is given by thofe whom 
they admire, and from whom they are am- 
bitious of receiving any marks of countenance 
and favour. Yet we niuft allow, that affronts 
are pardonable from ladies, as they are often 
prognoftics of. future kindnefs. if a lady firikes 
our cheek, we can very willingly follow the 
precept of the Gofpel, and turn the other cheek 
to be fmitten. Even a blow from a fair hand 
conveys pleafure. But this battery of whifpen 

b againft all legal rights of war ; poifoned 

4UTOWS, anxl ftabs in the dark, are not more re* 
pugnant to the general laws (^humanity. 

I F the mifeondu(S, which I have defcribed, 
had been only to be found, Mr. Town, at my 
friend's table, I fliould not have troubled you 
- with this letter : But the fame kind of ill-breed- 
ing prevails too often, and in too many places. 
The gigglers and the whifperers are innumerable ; 
they befet us wherever we go ; and it is obferv- 
able, that after a {hort murmur of whifpers out 
comes the burft of laughter : like a gun- powder 
ferpent, which, after hiffing about for fome time, 
goes off in a bounce. 

Modern writers of comedy often introduce 
a pert witling into their pieces, Vfho is very 

fevere 
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€emtt upon the reft of the company ; but all his 
waggery » frokcij afidi. Thefe gigglers and 
whifperers feeoi to be adtng the fame part in 
company, that this arc4i rogue does in the play. 
Every word of motion produces a train of whii^ 
ptrs I the dropping o( a ihuff-box, or fpilling the 
Ita, is iiire to be acoompanied with a titter; 
And upon the entranoe of any one with ibmcdiing 
particular in his perfon or manner, I have (een a 
whole room in a buzz Uloe a bee-hive. 

This praQice of whi(pering, if it is any yAien 
allowable, may perhaps be indulged the ftir feic 
at church, where the converfation can only be 
carried on by the fecret fymbols of a curtfy, an 
«gle, or a nod. A wUfper in this place is very 
often of great ufe, as it ferves to convey the 
iiioft fecret intelligence^ which a lady wouM be 
ftady to burft with, if (he could not find vent 
for it by this kind of auricular tsonfeffion* A 
piece of fcandtl tranlptres m this manner from 
one pew to another, then prcfently whizzes 
along. the chancd, from whence it crawls up to- 
Che gaUeriet, 'till at laft the whole dwrcH hu«5 
with it» 

It were ^o to be wiflied, that the ladies 
would be pleafed to confine themfelves to whim- 
perings 



N*.!4- ^CONNOISSEUR. iic 
pering, in their the-i-tete conferences at the 
opera or the play-houfe j which would be a pro- 
per deference to the reft of the audience. In 
Prance^ we are told, it is common for the partem 
to join with the performers in any favourite air ; 
but we feem to have carried this cuftom ftill fur- 
ther, as the company in our boxes, without 
concerning themfelves in the leaft with the play, 
arc even louder than the players. The wit and 
humour of a Vanhur^b or a Congreve is frequently 
interrupted by a brilliant dialogue between two 
perfons of ftfhion ; and a love-fcene in the fide- 
box has often been more attended to, than that 
on the ftage. As to their loud burfts of lau^ter 
at the theatre, they may very well be excufed, 
when they are excited by any lively ftrokes in a 
comedy : but I have feen our ladies titter at the 
moft diftrefsful fcenes in Romeo and JuRet^ grin 
over the anguifli of a Monknia or Beli/idera, and 
feirly laugh King Lear off the ftage. 

Thus the whole behaviour of thefc ladies is 
in diredl contradiftion to good manners. They 
laugh when they fliould cry, are loud when they 
Ihould be filent, and are filent when their con- 
irerfatiort is defirable. If a man in a feled 
coihpany was thus to laugh or whifper me out of 
countcnalKe, I Ihould be apt to conftrue it as an 

affront^ 
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affront, and demand an explanation. As to the 
ladies, t would defire them to refle£t how much 
they would fufFer, if their own weapons were 
turned agaipft them, and the gentlemen ihould 
attack them with the fame arts of laughing and 
whifpering. But, however free they may be 
from our refentmcnt, they are ftill open to ill- 
natured fufpicions. They do not confider, what 
ftrange con(lru£tions may be put on thefe laughs 
and whifpers. It were,, indeed,, of little confe- 
quence, if we only imagined, that they were 
taking the reputations of their acquaintance to 
pieces, or abufing the company round ; but when 
they indulge themfelves in this behaviour, fome 
perhaps may be led to conclude, that they are 
difcourfing upon topics, which they are aihamed 
to fpeak of in a lefs private manner. 

Some excufe may perhaps be framed for this 
ill-timed merriment in the fair fex. Venus, the 
goddefs of beauty, is frequently called the 
laughter-loving dame j and by laughing our mo- 
dern ladies may poffibly imagine, that they ren- 
der themfelves like Venus. I have indeed re- 
marked, that the ladies commonly adjuft their 
laugh to their perfons, and are merry in proportion 
as it fets off" their particular charms. - One lady 
is never further moved than to a fmile or a 

flmper. 
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fimper, becaufe nothing elfe fliews her dimples to 
fo much advantage; another, who has a very 
fine (et of teeth, mns into the broad grin ; while 
a third, who is admired for a well-turned neck 
and graceful cheft, calls up all her beauties to 
view, by breaking intq violent and repeated peals 
of laughter. 

. I WOULD not be underftood to impofe gravity 
or too great a referve on the fair fex. Let them 
laugh at a feather ; but let them declare openly^ 
that it IS a feather which occafioni their mirth* 
I muft confefs, that laughter becomes the young, 
the gay, and the handfome : But a whifper k 
imbecoming at all ages and in both fexes ; nor 
dught it ever to be pra£Ufed, except in the round 
gallery at St. PauFs^ or in the famous whifpering 
place in Gkucefter cathedral, where two whiT- 
perers hear each other at the diftance of five and 
twenty yards. 

I am, SIR, 

Your moft humble Servant, 
K. L. 
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Numb* XV. Thurfday^ May 9, 1754. 
— - -— Tu (Ke, mecum quo pignofc oerteg. 

ViRO. 

Nana your Bet* 

AF R X B K D of mine, who belongs to the 
Stamp-Office, tcquaints me, that the re- 
venue arifing from the duty on car4t and cRee 
continues to increafe every year, and that it no\r 
brings in near fix times more than it did at ftrft* 
This will not appear very wonderful, when wc 
confider, that gaming is now become rather the 
bufinefs than amufement of our perfons of c{ua^ 
lity; and that they arc more concerned about 
the tranfaftions of the two Clubs at ffhites^ than 
the proceedings of both houfes of parliament. 
Thus it happens, that eftates are now almoft as 
frequently made over by whift and hazard,, as by 
deeds and fettlements } and the chariots of many 
of our nobility may be faid (like Count Baffift 
in the play) ** to roll upon the four aces," 

This love of gaming has taken fuch entire 
pofTeffion of their ideas, that it infers their com*- 
mon converfation. The management of a dif- 

pute 
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pxite was formcriy attempted by reafen and argu- 
ment J but tlie new way of ac^ufttng all diffcfcncc 
in opinion is by the fwor d or a wager : fo that 
the only genteel method of dti^nting is to rifk 
a thoufknd pounds, or take your chance of bemg 
run through the body. The ftrange caftom of 
deciding every thing by a wager is fo univerfal, 
Aat if (in imitation of Swift) any body was to 
puhliih a fpecimen of Polite Converfatm^ inftcad 
of bid fayinga and trite repartees, he would in 
all probability fll hii dialogues with little more 
Htnui bet after bee, and now or thai a calcula- 
tion of the odds. 

^Whxts^s, tiie prvfent grand fccne of thefe 
trania£UonS) wai fonneriy diftingui(bed by gaU 
lantry and intrigue. During the publication of 
the Tatlir^ Sir Ridiard Steele thought proper 
(0 date all his love-news bcm that quarter : Bat 
it would now be as abfurd to pretend to gather 
any fuch intelligence from ff^te\ as to fend to 
Batfin^s for a lawyer, or to the Rolb cc^ee^faoufe 
for a man-midwife« 

• The gentlemen, who now freqaent this place, 

profefs a kind of univerfal fcepticifm ; and as they 

look upon every thing as dubious, put the iflue 

' upon a wager. There is nothing, however 

trivial 
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trivial or ridiculous, which is not capable of pro* 
ducing a bet. Many pounds have been loft upon 
the colour of a coach- horfe, an article in the 
newSy or the change of the weather. The birth- 
of a' child has brought great advantages to per- 
fons not in the leaft rehited to the family it was^ 
born in \ and the breaking. oiF a. match has af- 
fe&ed many in their fortunes^ befides the parties 
immediately concerned.. 

But the moft extraordinary part of this fa* 
(hionable pradlice it, what in the gaming dialed ' 
is called pittxntg one man cgainji another \ that 
is, in plain Engltjh^ wagering which of the two 
will live longeft.. In this manner, people of the 
moft oppofite chara<Slers make up the fubje£i of 
a bet» A player perhaps is pitted againft a duke,^ 
an alderman againft a bifliop, or a pimp with a 
privy-counfellor. There is fcarce one remark- 
able perfon, upon whofe life there are not many 
thoufand pounds depending \ or one perfon of 
quality, whofe death will not leave fevcral of 
thefe kind of mortgages upon his eftate. The 
various changes in the health of one, who is the 
fubje£k of many bets, occafion very ferious re- 
flexions in thofe, who have ventured large fums 
on his life and death. Thofe, who would be 
gainers by hb dcceafe, upon every flight indifpo- 

fition^ 
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•fifion, watch all the ftages of his illnefs, and are 
as impatient for his death, as the undertaker 
who experts to have the care of his. funeral; 
while the other fides are very follicitous about his 
recovery, fend every hour to know how he does, 
and take as liiuch care of him, as a clergyman's 
wife does of, her hufband, who has no other for- 
tune than his living. I remember a man with 
the conftitution of a porter, upon whofe life very 
great odds were laid j but when the perfon he 
was pitted againft, was expeded to die every 
week, this man ihot himfelf through thehead, 
and the knowing ones were taken in« 

Though moft of our follies are imported 
from Frmtce^ this has had it's rife and progrefs 
entirely in England. In the lafl illnefs of 
Lewii the Fourteenth, lord &tair laid a wager on 
his death; and we may guefs what the French 
thought of it, from the manner in which Voltaire 
mentions it in his Steele de Louis XIV. *' Le Roi 
** fut attaque vers le milieu du mois d'Aout. 
** Le QoxtsX&de Stair ^ ambafladeur S AngUterre^ 
** If AKiA^ felon le genie de fa nation^ que le Roi 
** ne pafferoit pas le mois de Septembre." " The 
** King (fays he) was taken ill about the middle 
** of Auguft; when lord Stair^ the ambaflador 
" from England^ betted, according to the genius 

" of 
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^< tf hit nation^ that die King wmdkl not Uve 
^' bejrond September. ^ 

I AM in ibnie'pahi, left tbis cuftom fhould get 
among the ladies. Thejr are at prefent ineiy 
deep in cards and dice; and while aq loid is 
-gaming abroad, her ladjxihip iias ho: seat at 
home. I am inclined to fufped, that our women 
of fa&ipn will alfo learn to divert thonfdves 
with this polite (iraAice of laying wa^rs. A 
l)frth-day fuit, the age of a beauty, who invoited 
a particular fafhion, or who were fappoted to be 
together at ^ 1^ mafquerade, would frequent^ 
give occafion for bets. This would alfo afFord 
them a new method for the ready propagation of 
fcandal ; as the truth of feveral ftories, wiiidi 
are continually Hying about the town, would 
naturally be brought to the fame teft. Should 
fhey proceed further to ftake the lives of tteir 
acquaintance againft each other> they would 
doubtlefs, bet with the fame fearlefs fpirif, as 
they are known to do at brag: the hufband.of 
one would perhaps be pitted againft the gallant 
of another, or a woman of the town againft a 
maid of honour. And perhaps if this praftrce 
fhould once become fafhionable among the ladies, 
we may foon fee the time, when an alloyvance for 
bet-money will be ftipulated m the marriage-articles. 

As 
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A s the vk^ and follies of perCbns of difiinc- 
tion ane very ^ to fpread, I am Mo much afraid, 
left this branch of gaming ihould deicend to the 
cdmmon people. Indeed, it feems already to 
have got among them. ' Wc 'have frequent ac- - 
counts in the daily papers of tradefmen ricSng, 
walking, eating and drinking, for a wagov The' 
Gontefted ele£Hon in the city has occafioned feve- 
nd extraordinary bets : I kno^ a bcrtdrer in 
Leaden-Hall market, lEvbo laid an ox to a &in 
of beef, on *he fuccefs oi Sir^tf&i Barmard agaiirfl 
the field ; and have been told of a puUican in 
Thamei'Jkett^ who ventured an iu^&ead <rf 
entire butt, on the candidate who ferves him 
with beer. 

We maty obferve, that the ^irit of gafoing 
displays hfelf with as much variety among the 
loweft, as the hi gheft order of people. It is/ihe 
fiime thing whether the dice rattle in an orange 
barrdw, or at the hazard table. A couple of 
chairman in a night-cellar are as eager at put>or 
all-fours, as a party at St. Jamti's at "a rubber of 
whift ; and the E O table is but an higher fort 
of Merr^g<i -rounds where you may get fix half- 
petice for one, fix pence for one, and fix two*- 
pences fcir one. If the pra^^ce of Pitting ihould 
be alio propagated among the vulgar, it will be 

common 
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common for prize-fighters to ftakc their lives 
againft each other; and two pick-pockets may 
lay which of them (hall firft go to the gallows. 

To give the reader a full idea of a perfon of 
fafbion, wholly employed in this manner, I ihall 
conclude my paper with the character of Mon^ 
tano. Montano was born heir to a nobleman, 
remarkable for deep play, from whom he very 
early imbibed thfc principles of gaming. When 
fee firft went to fchool, he foon became the moft 
expert of any of his play-fellows : he was iure to 
win aH their marbles at taw, and w«uld often 
ftrrp them of their whole week's allowance at 
chuck. He was afterwards at the Head of every 
match at football or cricket ;. and when he was 
captain, be took in all the big boys by making a 
lottery, but went away without drawing the 
prizes. He is ftill talked of at the ichool, for a 
famous difpute he had with another of his own 
caft about their fuperiority in learning ; which 
they deciced, by toffing up heads or tails who 
was the bed fcholar. Being too great a genius 
for our untverfities at home, he was fent abroad 
on his travels, but never got further than Paris ; 
where having loft a confiderable bet' of four to 
one concerning the taking a town in Flanders^ he 
was obliged to come back with a few guineas he 

borrowed 
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borrowed to bring him over. Here he foon be- 
came univerfally known by frequenting every" 
gaming-table, and attending every horfe-race in 
the kingdom. He firft reduced betting into an 
art, and made JVhitt^s the grand market for 
wagers* He is at length fuch an adept in this 
ait, that whatever turn things take, he can never 
lofe. This he has eiFe<3ed, by what he has 
taught the world to call hedging a bet^ There is 
fcarce a contefled election in the kingdom, which 
will not end to his advantage ; and he has lately 
fent over commiiEons to Paris to take up bets on 
the recall of the parliament. He was the firft, 
Aat ftruck out the above-mentioned pradUce of ^ 
Pitting; in which he is fo thoroughly verfed, 
that the d^tb of every perfon of quality may be 
faid to bring him a legacy ; and he has fo con- 
trived the bets on his own life, that (live or die) 
the odds are in his favour. 



Vol. !• O Numb^ 
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NoMB. XVI. Thur/jay, May i6, 1754. 

— - — — — Aldus omnem 

£xpediain pijma repetens ab origine famam. 

TU tract the current upwards^ as itflows^ 
And mark the fecret fpringy whence firji it rofe. 

To Mr. r O W N. 

S I R> Oxford^ May 12, 1754. 

YO U R laft week's paper, on the fubjeft of 
bets, put me in mind of an extrafl I lately 
met with in feme news-papers, from the ** Life 
*< of Pope Sixtus V. tranflated from the Italian of 
«« Gregoria Leti by the reverend Mr. Farmvorth** 
The paffage is as follows : 

It was reported in Romey that Dral^e had taken 
and plundered St. Domingo in Hifpaniolay and carried 
off an immenfe booty. This account came in a pri- 
vate letter to Paul Secchiy a very coniiderable mer- 
chant in the city, who had large concerns in thofe 
parts, which he had infured. XFpon receiving this 
news, he fent for the infurer Sam/on Ceneda, a Je<Wy 
and acquainted him with it. The Jenv, whofe in- 
tereft it was to have fuch a report thought falfe, gave 

many 
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many reafons why it could not poffibly be true ; and 
at laft worked himfelf up into fuch a paffion, that he 
faid, I'll lay y«u a pound of any flefh it is a lye* 
Sfukiy who was of a fiery hot impery replied, I'll 
lay you a thouiand crowns agauift a^pound of your 
fiplh, th^t it is true. The Jew accepted the wager» 
9fhd articles were immediately executed betwixt 
them. That if Stcchi won, he fhould himfelf cut the 
flefh with a fharp knife from whatever part of the 
yew's body he pleafed. The truth of the account 
was foqn ccmfirmed ; and the yeiv was almoil dif- 
tra&d, when he was informed, that SucJbi had fo* 
lemnly fwom he would compel him to the exa£i li- 
teral performance of his contrail. A report of this 
tranfaftion was brought to the Pope, who font for 
the pardes, and being informed of ^e v^le afiair, 
faid, ** When contrads are niade, it is jqft they 
<< fhould be fulfilled, as this fhall. Take a knife 
*« therefore, Sfcch\ Bnd cut a pound of flefh from 
** any part yon pleaffe of the y^ow's body. We ad- 
** vife you, however, to be very careful ; for if you 
^* cut but a fcruple more or lefs than your -due, you 
** &all^:eitaiAly be hanged.'' 

What induced me to trouble yon with this, 
is a remark made by the editor, *« that the fcenc 
<* between SiyUck and Antonio in the Merchant of 
** Fenhe is borrowed frpm this ftory." I fliould 
perhaps haveacquiefced in this notion, if I had 
not feen a note in the ^* Obfervations on Spenfer'^s 
G 2 *^ Faerie 
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•♦ Faerii ^uane^ by Mr. T. IVarton of Trifuty 
<* CfUege^** where he firems to have difcovered 
the real fource from which Sbake^ean drew hit 
£ible, which (he informs us) is founded upon an 
ancient Ballad. The admirers of Sbakijpemre are 
obliged to him for this curious difcovery : but as 
Mr.- fVartm has only given fomc extrads, they 
would undoubtedly be glad to fee the whole. 
This Ballad is moil probably no where to be met 
with, but in the JJhmoUan Mufaum in this Uni- 
verfity, where it was depofited bj that famous 
antiquary Anthowf -a Wood: I have therefore ftnt 
you a faithful tranfcript of it \ and you muft agree 
with me, that it will do you more credit, as a 
CoNNOissEUH, to draw this hidden treafure 
into light, than if you had difcovered an Otbo 
ot a Niger. 

A SONG. 



Shewing the crueltic of Gbrnvtvs a Jew, who 
lending to a merchant an hundred crownes» would 
have a pound of his fiefhe becaofe he could not 
pay him at the ume appointed. 



IN f^enice town not long agoc 
A. cruel Jew did dwells 
Which lived all on ufurie^ 
As Italian writers tell. 



Ceitiut'dt ctllcd was the Jew, 
Which never thought to di^, 

Mor never yet did any good 
To them in fbtets ^at lye. 



Hit 



Nm6v Tht CONNOISSEUR. 



m 



His life was like a barrow hogge. 
That liveth many a day. 

Yet ncirer once doth any good. 
Until men will him ilay. 

Or like a filtfay heap of dong. 
That lyeth in a hoord| 

Which nerer can do any good. 
Till it be fpread abroad. 

So fares it with this ufurer^ 

He caanot deep in reft. 
For fear the theefe-doth him purfne 

To^htckhim-firom his neft* 

His heart doth think on many a 
while. 

How to- deceive the poore; 
Hi» month is almofl full of mncke> 

Yet ftiil he gapes for more. 

His wife mnft lend a Ailltngy 
For every week a penny, 

Yet bring a' pledge that*s double 
worth. 
If that yon will have any. 

And fee(likewife)yon ket pyoor day, 

Or tlit you loofe it all : 
This was the living of )iis wift. 

Her cow ihe doth it call. 

Within that citie dvrelt that time 
A merchant of great fame. 

Which being diftreifed, in his need 
Unto Gemutut came : 

Defiring him to fhind his friend. 
For twelve moneth and a day. 

To lend to him an loo crowoes* 
And he for ft would pay 

Whatfoeverhewoald demand of him 

And pledges he ihonld have : 
No> ( qd, the Jtw with fleering 
lookes) 
Sir, aike what you will hive* 



Nd penny for the loane of If - 
For one yeerc yon fhall pay f 

You may do me as good a tumv 
Before my dying day. 

Bot we will have a merry jeaft 

For to be talked long : 
Yon fhall make me a bond(qnoth he] 

That fhall be large and itreng. 

And this fhall be the forfeiture. 
Of your owne flefhe a pouAd, 

If you agree, make you the bond. 
And here^s a hundred orovrae^. 

The iecond part of tht Jnu^ cru- 
eltie; fetting forth the merci- 
fulnefle of the Judge towards 
the Merchant. 

With right good will the merchant 
faid. 
And fo the bond warmade,- 
When twelve months and a day 
drew on 
That back it fl^ould be payd. 

The merchant's fliips wereallatfea, 

kd money came not in ; 
Which wa)& to take, or what to dee^ 
To thinke he doth begin. 

And to Gtmutui flraight he comet 
With cap and bended knee. 

And fayd to him of cvrteile 
I pray you bear with me. 

My day is come, and 1 have not 

The money for to pay : 
And little good the forfeiture 

Will doe you I dare fay. 

With all my heart, Gernutus faid» 
Command it to your minde : 

In things of bigger weight than this 
You fhall me itadie finde. 
G 3 He 
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The hUMxdit^ew bow ready it 
With whetted blade in luuid 

To fpojrle the hloud of innoccot^ 
By forfeit of his bond. ' 

Acd as he was about toftrike 
In him the deadly blow : 

^^y (quoth the Judge) thy camehir 
i charge thee to do fo, 

Sitb needs thon wilt thy forfeit liave 
Which is of fleflie a- pound : 

See that thou ihed no diop of blo«d^ 
Nor yet the man confound. 

For if thou doe, like mutthercr^ 
Thou here flialt hanged be : 

Likewise of flcAe fee that thovxut 
No mere than longs to th«e« 

For if thou tske either more or leile^ 
Tothevalttoofanife,. 

Thou /halt be hanged prdfontly 
As is both law tnd right* 

Germtm now iTatt frantic amI, 
And wotes not what to fay : 

Q^h he at hift> io»«oo ctoWtHM 
I will that he &ak\ pay» 

And fo I grant to fet him frees 
The Judge doth anfwere make* 

You Aall not have a penny giten, 
Yomr forfeiture now fake. 

At the laft be doth demand^ 
But for to have his owns 

No^ r^^Yk the Judge, do ts you lif^ 
Thy JodgmcBt ihaU be Aewjve. 

Either take your pound Of fieihe, 
(qd. he) 

Or iiiiodl Aie your bond. 
O eitid Judge, then quoth the Jew, 

TiiHt doth agathftme fiand ! 



1^6 

He goes bis way j the day once ptft 
Gemuttt doth not flacke 

To get a ferjeant prefentlie. 
And clapt him oa the ba«ke. 

And layd bira into pf|fim Arong^ 
And fued his bond wkhall $ 

Aftd when the judgment day was 
come. 
For judgment be doth call. 

The merchant's friends came thi> 
ther faft. 

With many a weeping eye. 
For other means they could not find. 

But he that d«y muft dye. 

Some ofllered for his loo crownes 
Five hundred for to pay j . 

And fome a thoufand, two or three, 
Vet ftill he did denay. 

A/id at the laft, 10,000 crownes 
They offered him to Cite, 

Ctrnttttn faid, I will no gold. 
My forfeit I will hate. 

A pound of fleih is my demand^ 

And thAt Aial] b« My byte. 
Then faid thfe jtr*ge, yfet my good 
< let ttst df yov define, [friend 

To take thefieflie from fuch a place 
As yet you ht him live ; 

Doe ib, and lo an 100 cro^vnes, 
To thee here will I grve. 

No, no, quoth he, no judgment here 
For this it fliill ht ttyd^^ 

For I will have my ftotiM of fie/he 
From und^ his right fide. 

It,l^ieved all the companie. 

His crueltte to fte ; 
For neither friend nor ftfetMid kelp 

t^t he muftiifoiled bee. 
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Aad fo with griped grieved mbde 

He biddeth them farewell : 
All the people prays'd the Lord 

That erer this heard tell. 

t 
Good people that do hear thia^ fong. 

For truth I dare well fay. 
That many a wretch arill at he 

Doth live ftow at thii day^ 



Thatfeeketh nothing but thefpoyle 
Of maay a wealthie man, 

Asd for to trap the innoeent, 
Devifeth what they can. 

From whom the Lord deliver me. 
And everx ChriAian too* 

Aod fend to them like Sentence ekff. 
That meaneth fo to do. 



Frinted arhon^on by E, P.ftr J, 'Wn^tdzoeOingin Oilt-Spur-ftrecf» 

.It will be pTX)pcr to fubjoin whsit the ingenfoUs 
Mr. Warton has obfcrvcd upon this fubjcft. — ** It may 
^ be objciSed, fays he, that this Ballad might have 
** been writtai after, and copied from Shakifpeari% 
^ play. But if that had been the cafe, it is moft 
•* likely, that the author would have prefervcd Shake* 
** Jpeare*s name of Shylock for the Jew \ and nothing 
•* is more likely, than that Shakefpeare^ in copyrrtg 
** from this Ballad, (hould alter the name from Ger- 
<* nutus to one more Jemjh. . Another argun^ent is^ 
** that our Ballad has the air of a narrative written 
** before Shakefieare's play j I mean, that, if it had 
*♦ been written after the play, it would have been 
** much more full and circumftantial. At prefent, it 
*t has too much the nakednefs of an ordinal.'' 

It would, indeed, be abfurd to think, that this 
Ballad was taken from Sbakefpearis play, as they differ 
in the moft efTcntial circumftances. The fum bor- 
rowed is. in the former an hundred crowns, in the 
G 4 latter 
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^ latter three thoufand ducats : The time limited for pay- 
ment in the one is only three montha> in the other a 
year and a day : In the pky the merchant's motive for 
borrowing) (which is finely imagined by Shakefpeariy 
and is conducive to the general plot) is not on account 
of his own neceffities, but for the iervice of his friend. 
To thefe we may add, that the dofe of the ftory fi 
finely heightened by Sbah/pean. A mere copyift, 
fuch as we may fuppofe a Ballad^^maker, would not 

- have given himfelf the trouble to alter circumftances : 
at leaft he would not have changed them fo much for 
the worfe^ But this matter feems to be placed out of 

. all doubt by the firft ftanza of the Balkd, which in- 
forms us, that the ftory was taken from fome Italian 
novel. " Thus much therefore is certain, (as Mr. 
** iVcrton obferves) that Shakefpeare either copied 

. ** from that ItaUan novel, or from this Ballad. Now 

. *< we have no tranflation, I prefume, of fuch a novel 
«< into Englijh. If then it be granted, that Shakefpeare 
** generally took his ItaKan ftories from their EngUJb 
** tranflations, and that the arguments above, xon- 
^' cerning the prior antiquity of this Ballad, are 
«< true, it will follow, that Shakefpeare copied from 
«« this Ballad." 

Upon the whole, it is very likely, that the Italian 
novel, upon which this Ballad feems founded, took 
its rife (with an inverfion of the circumftances) from 

the 
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die above-mentioned ftory in the *^ Life of Pope 
*♦ Sixtm V.*' the memory of in^icb muft have 
been then recent. I fhould be glad if any of 
your readers can give any further light into this 
affair, and, ifpoffible, acquaint the public, from 
whence Shakejpean borrowed the other part of his 
fable concerning Portia and tbi Cajkets ; whtch, 
it is more than probable, is drawn from fome 
other novel well known in his time. 

I CANNOT conclude without remarking, with 
what art and judgment Shakijpean has wove to- 
gether thefe different ftories of the Jew and the 
Cajkets ; from both which he has formed one ge- 
neral fable, without having recourfe to the flale 
artifice of eking out a barren fut^eft with imper- 
tinent underplots^. 

I «m, sir; 

T Your humble fervan^ &c. 



G 5 Numb; 



I30 Tfe CONNOISSEUR. NM7. 
NvMB. XVn. Thurfday^ May 23, 1754. 



— — Panto plus artk Athcnac. HoR, 

Scarce more with Athens Scimce chofe to dweU^ 
Or Grecian poets Grub-ftreet bards excelL 

To Mr. T n^ N. 

SIR, 

THOUGH many liiftorians have defcribcd 
the cky o{ London (in which we may in- 
clude W^fhninfier) with great accuracy, yet they 
have not fct it out *ti thfc full light, which ^ 
prefcnt it deferves. . They have not diftingtiiflied 
it as an Univerfity. Paris h an Untverfityj 
Dublin is an Univerfity, even Mofcow is an Uni- 
verfity. But London has not yet been honoured 
with that title. I will allow our metropolis to 
have been intended ojjginally, only as a city of 
trade ; and I will farther own, that fcarce any 
fciences, except fuch as were purely mercantile, 
were cultivated in it, till within thefe laft thirty 
years. But from that period of time, I may fay 
an whole army, as it were, bf arts and fcieiices 
have amicably marched in upon us, and have 
fixed themfelves as auxUiarkt to our capital. 

TH£ 
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The four greater facultes, I mean Theology, 
Lanr, Medicine, and Phibfopby, which are 
taught in other Univerfkies,^ are in their bigheft 
perfedion here. The profperity of the firft may 
be feen by the crouded churches every Sunda>y, 
and the jdircipline of the fecond by the number- 
kfs young ftudents, who conftantly dine in their 
f-efpe&ive halls at the feveral Inns of Court. 
Thefe two faculties have of late received confi- 
derable improvements, but particularly that of 
Theology ; as is manifeft from feveral new and 
aRonifhing opinions, which have beeh ftarted 
among us. There have rtfen, within thefe two 
years, very numerous tribes of Metbsdiftsy JUb^ 
Tffviansj A£Metmians^ Mttgglet$ntansj Huichin* 
fottigm^ && In a wordy our fe£b are multiplied 
to fuch an infinite degree, that {as Voltaire has be- 
fore •bferved) *^ every man may now go to heaven 
** his own way.** Can the Divinity-Schools b(5iaft 
fiich found do^ine as the Foundery in Moor^ 
fields ? Or were ever Fellows of Colleges fuch 
adepts in matrimony, as the reverend DgmSots of 
the Fk€ti or the Primate of May- Fmr ? 

The theory of Medicine may undoubtedly be 

taught at Oxford and Cambridge in a tolerable 

manner ; but the art itfelf can only be learned^ 

where it flouriflies, at London. Xb not our daily 

G 6 pspic''^ 
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papers give us a longer lift of medicines, than are 
contained in any of the Difpenfatories ? And are 
we not conftantly told of furprifing antidotes^ 
certain cures, and never-failing remedies for ever]r 
complaint ? And are not each of thefe fpecifics 
equally efficacious in one diftemper as another, 
from the Grand Reftorative Elixir of Life down 
. to the Infallible Corn-Salve, as thoufands 4iave 
experienced ? With what pleafure and admira- 
tion have I bdield the Machaon of our times. 
Dr. Richard Rock^ difpenfmg from his one-horfe- 
chaife hb Cathartic Antiveneresd Ele&ry, his 
Itch Powder, and his Quinteffcnce of Vipers ! 
It may be i^ed. Is he a Graduate? Is he a 
. Regular Phyikian ? No, he is fuperior to Regu* 
. larity. He defpifes the formality of Academical 
Degrees. He ftiles himfelf M. L. He is a Landm 
Phyiician, or, as MoKtre would expreis it, Cf/i 
"im A^tdidn di Lwdreu 

kTTZK Medicine let us confldcr Logic. How 
is that moft ufeful art taught in the two Univer-. 
iities? is it not clogged widi fuch barbarous 
terms, as tend to puzzle and confound, rather 
than enlighten or diredl the underftanding ? Is it 
not taught in a dead, I had almoft faid, in a 
Popiih tongue ? Is it not over-run with dry dif- 
tindi^, and ufelefi fubtleties? Where then is 

it 
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it to be learned in all the purity of reafon, and the 
dignity of language ? Neither at Oxfnrd nor at 
Cambridge^ but at the Roiin-Hfod Aiehouie in 
Butchir-Rffw near Ten^le-Bar* 

From Logic let us proceed to Eloquence : 
And let us ingenuoufly coofefs, that neither of 
our Univerfities can boaft an Orator equal to the 
renowned Henky. Has be not all the qualifica- 
tions required by Tu% in a complete Orator? 
Has he not been followed by the greateft men of 
the nation ? Yet has this modeft divine never de» 
rived any title to himfelf from his own rhetoric, 
except fuch an one as hb extraordinary elocution 
naturally beftowed upon him. Might he not have 
called himfelf Prefident of the Butchers ? Dean 
of Marrow-bones and Cleavers ? or Warden of 
Ctarg-Mariet ? Certainly he might. Therefore, 
if it were for his fake only, in my humble opi- 
nion, London ought immediately to aflume the 
title of an Univerfity ; and the butchers of Claris 
Market^ who have fo conftantly attended Mr. 
HenUyh Le£lures, ought to be prefented with 
Honorary Degrees* 

^ I KNOW not what prctenfions the Univerfities 
may have had originally to adopt Mufick among 
the reft of their fciencfs : perhaps they have a& 

fumed 
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Aimed a right of beftowing degrees in Muflc*, 
from their being called the feats of the Mufes $ 
ais it is well knowa, that Jpollo was a fidler, as 
well as a poet and a (diyiician ; and the Ahfis 
are faid to have delighted in fiddling and piping. 
•The jroang ftudents, I am told, of dther Unr- 
v^r&xy are more ambitioas to excel in this fcieMe 
Ihan any other, and fpcnd raoft of their time in 
4)be ftnd]r of the Gmrmt : but their knowledge >ia 
Hamtonia is feldom carried farther than / /ntr 
&af, or AUf CnH^. In this point iMnion has 
«adoabtediy a better tide to he called an Uni- 
verfity. Did Okftird br CartAndgt ever prodacie 
"an Opera, thoagh they have the advantage 6f 
languages fo very little known, as the Grtek and 
even Hebrew^ to compofe in ? Had ever any of 
their Profeffors the leaft idea of a Burletta ? Or 
ire any df their moft fubb'me Anthems half fo ra- 
Vifiiing as Footii Minuet from the Hand Organ of 
Ihe little Savoyard Duckefs? Are thofe claffical 
inftruments the DorU Late, the Syrinx, or die 
Fjftulq, to be compared to the melody of the 
Wooden Spoons, the Jews-Harp, and Sab-Box, at 
Mrs. Jlfklnigbt's ? 

But thfere are no doflrines more forcibly in- 
culcated among us than thofe of £thics« or Moral 
fliilofophy. What are -the precepts of Plaio, 

MpiSiitus^ 
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Epi^ttus^ or TtJIy^ in comparifon to the tnorat 
fcflbm delivered by our periodical writers ? And 
are not jfou, Mr, Town, a wifer man than So* 
€r0tes ? fiat the age is more particularly inddbted, 
fer it's prefem Hrviverfal purity of manners, to 
thofe excellent rtiles for the condcnfl of life cdn- 
tbriaed in oar modern novels. From, thefe morai 
tvoiics might 'be conned ati entire new i^^tam 
of Ethics, far fupcrior to the -exploded noticaw of 
mufty Academics, and adapted to the practice 
of the prefeiit tin^s* Cato^ we are told, com- 
mended a young man, whom lie (kw ccyftitng ovit 
of ^e public ftews, becaufe he imagiiyed k 
might preferve him from the crime of adultery^; 
and the Spartans ufed to make their Haves dnmk 
in the prefence of their youth, that they might 
be deterred from the like debaucheries. For Ate 
ftme feaioRs, we may fuppofe, that ottr tavenVs 
and bagnios are (6 much fic^ented by our yGatug 
fseople ; and in diis light we ms^ fairly confidcT 
them as b many Scho$ls ^ Moral Phihfifhy, 

Iv we arc wilKng to turn our thoughts towards 
E3q)eriment J Phibfophy, can Ae fevaal Uni- 
veriities of the whole world produce fticfa a va^ 
fiety of inftruments, fo judicioufly colleifted, for 
Aftiommicalt Gecgmpbical, and all oth«r fci^ 

entific 
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entific obfervationS} as are to be feen in die two 
amazing repofitories of Mr. Profeflbr Deard in 
the Strand^ and of Mr. Profeflbr Rujfel at Charing 
Crofs f It were endleis to enumerate particulars ; 
but I cannot help taking notice of thofe elegant 
little portable telefcopes, that are made ufe of in 
all public places ; by which it is evident, that 
even our fine ladies and gentlemen are become 
proficients in Optus. 

The Univerfities feem to pride themfelves 
greatly on their choice coUedions of curious and 
invaluable trifles, which are there preierved, 
only becaufe they were not thought worth pre- 
ferving any where elie. But is the JflmokoB 
Cdlle&ioa of Rarities comparable to the Nick- . 
nackatory of Mr. Pinchheci ? Or are any of ^eir 
Mufaeums ftored with fuch precious curiofities, 
as are frequently feen in Mr. Lm^fwi^ Audion- 
Room ? Strangers, who think it worth while to 
go fo far as Oxford or Camhridgi to fee fights^ 
may furely meet with as much fatisfadion at 
London. Are the two little pigmies, ftriking a 
clock at Carfax in Oxford^ within any degree 
of comparifoa with the two noble giants at St. 
Jiunftm*^ church in FUetJhrtit ; to fay nothing of 
their enormous brethren at GuUd-Haff? Are any 

#f 



NM7- Th€ CONNOSSEUR. 137 
of the College Halls in either of the UniverTities^ 
to magnificent as thofe belonging to our wor- 
ihipful companies ? Or can the Theatre at Ox* 
fordy or the Senate-houfe at Cambridgi^ vie with 
that ftupendous piece of archite£ture the Manfion- 
Houfe, fet apart for our Chancellor the Lord 
Mayor ? It may be alledged perhaps, that thcfe 
are trifling examples of fuperlority, which the 
younger iifter bears over her two elder : but at 
the fame time, it cannot be denied, that (he 
excdls them both even in the minutia of learning 
and antiquity. 

Wb muft confefs, that Hydraulics, or the 
Motion of Fluids, feem to be taught exa£lly in 
the fame manner, and with the fame degree of 
knowledge, in London as in Oxford or Cambridge. 
The Glafs Tubes, and the Syphons, are formed 
very much in the fame ihape and fafhion. The 
great Hydroftatical law, ** That all fluids gravi- 
** tate in proprio locoy* is proved by the fame 
kind of experiments. The feveral ftudents, of 
whatever age or ftation, vie with each other in 
an unwearied application, and a conftant attend* 
ance to this branch of mixed mathematics. The 
Profeffors, in each of the three Univerfities, are 
confeflfedly very great men : but I hope I may be 

forgiven^ 
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fixgiven^ if I wUh to fee my friend Mr. Ryan^ 
Prefident of the Kin^s Arms in PalI'Matiy una* 
nitdoufljr dechured Vice-Cbancellor of the Um- 
yenity of jLcwbfu 

I am, S I R, 

Your humble fervant, 

G. k; 

N U M ». XVIII. Thurfdajt May 30, 1 7 54. 

— • — — NihU eft furacius illo : 
Kon fuit Autolyd tam piceata manus. 

Mart. 

Gmid hi hdmfiidfi hut ba^fi^y as thee^ 
Crook-finger'd Jack had fcap^d the tripU tree. 

AN information w48 the other ^y laid before 
a magiftrate by a Fellow of the Society 
of Antiquarians, agait^ one of his brethren for 
a robbery. The profecutcu^ depofed upon oatjr, 
that the other had called upon^nm to feebkcc^ 
lefiion of medals^ and took an opportunity of 
ftealix^ a leathern purfe, formerly belonging to 
die celebrated Tom Heame^ in which were con- 
tained 
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tained, (befides an antique piece of copper-mo*- 
ney, place, date» name, ^ure, and value mi- 
known) a pair of breeches of OHver CrornmUf 
a denarius oi Trajan worth fifty {hiUingt^and ft 
^ueen Annit farthii^g value five pounds. Ik 
was with much ado diffisaded £rom carrying.on 
his fuit ; as the nragiftTate convinced hkn, that 
however highly he knight rate his. Own treafurcs, 
a jur)s who were no Virtmfis^ would con&dtr* 
a fertbing merely as a farthing, and look iipdti 
a copper com of a Rmm Emperor as no better 
dian a king Georfe't halfpenny. 

I CAHKDT, indeed, without gfcat cone^nr, 
as a Connoisseur, reHed on the known dif- 
-fa^lnefty of my learned brethren. The fcaikhl- 
lotts pradices, wherever their darling paffion is 
interefted, ale too notorious to be denied. The 
moment they conceive a love for rareties, and an- 
tiques^ their itri£l notions of honour diftppear^ 
and Tafte, the more it eftaUiihes their venera- 
tion for VirtUt the more certainly deftroys their 
integrity : as ruft enhances the value of an old 
coin, by eating up the figure and infcription. 

Most people are maAers of a kind of logic, 
by which they aigue their confciences td it^pr 
and acquit themfblves of doing what is wrong. 

The 
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The country (quire of confirmed honefty itf all 
other refpeds^ thinki it very fahr to over-reach 
you m the fale of an horfe ; and the man of ple»- 
fure, who would feom to pick your pocket, or 
fiop 3^011 on the road, regards it rather as galkin- 
tiy than baicneft, to intrigue with your wife or 
daughter. In the (ame manner the Virtu$f9 does 
notlook on his thefts as real ads €>f fdony ; but 
while he owns that he wouM take any pains to 
fteal an old nifty piece of brafs, boafts that you 
may fafcly truft him with untold gold : though 
lie would break open your cabinet for a (hdl or 
a butterfly, he would not attempt to force yous 
efcritoire or your ftrong box : nor would he offer 
the leaft violence to your wife or daughter, 
though perhaps he would run away with, the lit- 
tle finger of the Vitiui dt Medkis. Upon thcfe 
principles he proceeds, and lays hold of all op- 
portunities to increafe his colle£Hon of rarities: 
and as Mahomet eflaUifhied his religion by the 
fword, the Connoisseur enlarges his Mufaeum, 
and adds to his ftore of knowledge, by fraud and 
petty larceny, 

I F the libraries and cabinets of the curious 
were, like the daw in the fable, to be ftripped of 
their borrowed ornaments, we fhould in many 
fee nothing but bare ihelves and empty drawers. 

IkrK)w 
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I know a medalift, who at firft fet up with little 
more than a paltry feries of EngUJh corns fince 
the Reformation, which he had the good luck to 
j^ck up at their intriniic value. % a filiant »ule 
of his lingers he became foon pofleiled of moft 
<tf the Traders ; and by the fame flight of hand, 
he, in a (hort time after, made himfelf mailer of 
great part of the Cafars. He was once taken up 
for coining ; a forge, a crucible, and feyeral dies 
being found in his cellar : but he was acquitted, 
as there was no law which made it high treafon 
to counterfeit the image of a Tiberius .or a Neroi 
and the coin, which he imitated, was current 
only among Virtuofos. 

I REMEMBER another, who picqued himfelf on 
his colledkion of fcarce editions and original ma* 
nufcripts, moft of which he had purloined from 
the libraries of others. He was continuaUy bor« 
rowing books of his acquaintance, with a refolu- 
tion never to return them. He would (end in a 
great hurry for a particular edition, which he 
wanted to confult only for a moment ; but when 
it was afked for again, he was not at home, or 
he had lent it to another, or he had loft it, or he 
could not And it ; and fometimes he would not 
fcruple to fwear, that he had himfelf delivered it 
into the owner's hands. He would frequently 

fpoil 
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fpoil a fet by dealing a vdumc^ and then pur- 
dufc the reft for a trifle. After hi^ death his li- 
brary, was fold by audion j an^ many of hB 
fKetida were obliged to buy up their own books 
again at an ^c(^bitant price. 

A THbROUOH-BRED Virtudfd will fumiount 
all fcruples of confcience, or encounter any dan- 
ger to ferve his purpofe. Moft of them are 
^icfly attached to feme particular branch of 
knowledge ; but I remember one, who was paf- 
fionately fond of every part of Ftrtu. At one 
time, when he could find no other way of carry- 
ing off a medal, he ran the rifk of being choaked 
by fwallowing it ; and at another, broke his 
leg infcaling a garden- wall for a tulip -root. But 
nothing gave him fo much trouble and difficulty 
as the takiftg ^way pictures and ancient marbles ; 
which being heavy and unweildy, he often en- 
dangered his life to gratify his curiofity. He 
was once locked up all night in the Duke of 
Tufcany\ gallery, where he took out ^ original 
painting of Raphael^ and dextroufly placed a 
copy of it in the frame. Pit Venice he turned 
Roman Catholic^ and became a yefuit^ in order to 
get admittance into a convent, from whence he 
ftole a fine head of Ignatius Loyola j and at Con- 
Jfantimple he had almoft formed the rcfolution of 

qualifying 
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qualifying himfelf for the Seraglio, that he might 
find means to carry off a pifl:ure of the Grand 
Signior's chief mifirefs. 

The general difhonefty of Conmijfews is in- 
deed fo well known, that the Rrifteft precau- 
tion is taken to guard againft it. Medals are fc- 
cured under lock and key, pi6hires fcrewed to 
the walls, and books chained to the (helves 5 yet 
cabinets, galleries, and libraries are continually 
plundered. Many of the maimed ftatues at Rome 
perhaps owe their prefent ruinous condition to 
the depredations made on them by Virtuojos : the 
head of Henry the Fifth, in Weftminjer- hhhy was 
in all probability ftolen by a Connoijfeur ; and I 
know one who has at different times pilfered a 
great part of queen CatherMs bones, and hopei 
in a little while to be matter of the whole ftele- 
ton. This gcntlemjCn has been detedJed in fo 
many little thefts, tiiat fee has for fcveral years 
paft been refufed admittance into the Mufeums 
of the curioui ; and he is lately gone abroad 
with a defign upon the ancient Greek manufcripts 
difcovered at Herculaneum. 

It may feem furprifing, that thefe gentlemen 
(hould have been hitherto Aifiered to efcape un- 
punifhed f»r their repeated thefts^ and that a 

Virtuofo^ 
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Vurtuofi^ who robs you of an Umc of inefiimable 
value, (hould even glory in the adion, while a 
poor dog, who picks your pocket of fixpence, fhali 
be hanged for it. What a (hocking difgrace 
would be brought upon Tafle, (hould' we ever 
(ee the dying ^)eech, confeffion, and behaviour 
of a CmnoiffeuTy related in the Account of Male« 
(adors by the Ordinary of Newgate / Such an 
accident would doubtlefs bring the ihidy of yirtii 
into ftill more contempt among the ignorant^ 
when they found that it only brought a man to 
the gallows; as the country fellow, when he faw 
an attorney ftand in the pillory for forgery, (hook 
his head and cried, << Ay, this comes of your * 
** writing and reading." It were perhaps worthy 
the confideiation of the legiilature to devife (oms 
puni(hment for thefe offenders which (hould bear 
fome analogy with their crimes : and. as common 
malefactors are delivered to the furgeons to be 
anatomized, I would propofe, that a CmnoiJJeur 
(hould be made into a Mummy, and preferved in 
the Hall of the Royal Society, for the terror and 
admuration of his brethren. 

I SHALL conclude this paper with the rela* 
lion of a circumftance, which fell within my 
«wn knowledge when I was abroad, and in | 

which I declined a glorious opportunity of fig- 

nalizing 
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^i^feing myfelf as a Cmnotffeur. Whil* I was at 
Homei, a young phyfician of our party, who waS 
xaten up with Viriih made a ferious propoikl to 
vs of breaking into one of the churches by night, 
aju) taking away a &mous piece of painting over 
-the altarJ Afl I had not quite Tafte enough to 
<:ome at once into his fcheme, L could not help 
^Ijefling toiiim, that it was ar robbery. Pob^ 
lays he, it is a moft exquiftU piSfure t^^ky^ but it 
is not only a robbery, but facrilege.— Gi& it is a, 
^ttoft charming piece ! — Zounds, do£lor, but if wc 
ibould be taken, we fiiall all be broke upon the 
jwheel.— 7^, faid he, weJhaU die Martyrs. 



Numb. XIX« Thurfdayj Jumi^ i"^^^. 

Pofcentes vario multum diverfa palato. 

HoR.. 

How very HI our differ em tajies agree ; 
ms iviUhave beef^ and that africaffee. 

IH A V E feleded the following letters from a 
great number, which I have lately been fa- 
voured with from unknown correfpondents } and 
Vol. I. H as 
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as they both relate nearly to the fame ful^ied^ 
I {hall without further preface fubmit them to 
the public, 

S "l R, 

WHEN you was got into lf<hite\ I wis 
in hopes th«t you would not have con- 
fined yourfeif merdy to the gaming-table, buC 
have given ns an account of the entortainmeot 
at their ordinaries. A bill of fare from thence 
would have been full as diverting to your readers, 
as the law3 of the game, or a lift of their bets. 
Thefe gentlemen, we are tokd, are so ie(s adeptB 
in the fcicnce of eating than of gaming ; and as 
Hoylf has reduced the latter into a new and 
complete fyftem, I could wifli that their cook, 
(who to be furc is a Frenchman) would ^affo 
oblige the worfd by a treatife on the art and 
myftery of fauces. 

Indeed, Mr. Town, it furprifes me, that 
you have fo long neglefled to make fome reflec- 
tions on the Diet of this great city, Dr* Mar- 
tin Ltfier^ who was univerfally allowed to be a 
great Connotffeur^ and publifhed feveral learned 
treatifes upon cockle {hells^ did not think it be- 
neath him to comment on the works of Jtpicms 
CaUuSy who had collected together many valu- 
able 
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able receipts in ceokery, as praftifed hy the Ro- 
mans. If you would preferve yeur papers from 
the indigftity of covering brcafts of veal, « 
wrapping up cutlets a la Maintenmj I wouM 
advife you to lard them now Und then with th^ 
ragouts of Neihgabalusj or a parallel between our 
modern foups and the Lacademanian black broth J 
Your works might then be univerfally read, 
from the mrftrcfs in the parlour down to the 
cookmaid and fcullion. * 

It is abfolutely neceffaryfor people of all tem- 
pers, complexions, perfuafions, habits, and fta- 
tions of life, however they may differ in other 
particulars, to concur in the grand article of eat- 
ing. And as the humours of the body arife from 
the food we take in, the difpofitions of the mind 
feem to bear an equal refemblance to our plates 
of refreQiment. You have already taken a re- 
view of our feveral cofFee-houfes ; and I wifh 
you would proceed to delineate the different cha- 
raflers, that are fo be found in our taverns and 
chop-houfes. A friend of mine always judges of 
a man of tafte and fafhion, by ^fking, who is 
his peruke-maker or his taylor ? Upon the fame 
principles, when I would form a juft opinion of 
any man's temper and inclinations, I always en- 
quire, where does he dine ? 

H2 The 
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The difference between the taverns near 
St. yames% and thofe about the 'C&:i^/, confifis, 
not (o much in the cofUinefs as the iiibftance of 
their viands. ^ The round-bellied alderman, who 
breathes the foggy air of the city, requires a 
more foUd diet than the light kickfhaws of our 
meagre perfons of quality. My lord, or Sir John^ 
after having whiled away ah. hour or two at jdie 
parliament-houfe, drive to the Star and GarUr to 
regale on Macaroni, or piddle with an Ortdan ^ 
while the merchant, who has plodded all the 
morning in the Alley, fits down to a Turtle- 
Feaft at the Croum or the King^s Atm^ and crams 
himfelf with Caljpafh and Calipee. As the city 
taverns are appropriated to men of bufmefs, who 
drive bargains for thoufands over their morning's 
gill, the taverns about the court are generally 
filled with an infipid race of mortals, who have 
nothing to do. Among thefe you may fee moft 
of our young men of fafhion, and young officers 
of the guards,' who meet at thefe places to fhew 
the elegance of their tafte by the expenfivenefe'of 
their dinner : and many an enfign, with fcarce 
any income but his commiffion, prides hsm- 
ielf on keeping the beft company, and often 
throws down more than a week*s pay for his 
reckoning ; though at other times it obliges him, 
with fcveral of his brethren upon half pay, to dine 
with duke Humphry in St. Jameses park. 



5IM9. 755# CONNOISSEUR. 149 
The taverns about the purlieus of Covent- 
Garden are dedicated to Fenus^zs well as Ceres 
and Liber; and you may frequently fee the jolly 
mefi-mates of both fexes go in and come out in 
couples^ like the clean and unclean beads m 
NoaVs ark. Thefe houfes are equally indebted 
fbr their fupport, to the Cook, and that worthy 
perfbnage, whom they have dignified with the 
title of Pimp. Thefe gentlemen contrive to play 
faito each other's hands. The firftby his high 
ibups and rich fauces prepares the way for the 
occupation of the other ; who having reduced the 
patient by a proper exercife of his art, returns 
him back again to go through the fame regimen 
as before. We may therefore fuppofe, that the cu- 
Imai^ arts are no lefs ftudied here thart at fPTjrte^s 
<« Pmtac*s. True geniufes in Eating will conti- 
mially ftrike out new improvements : but I dare 
&y, tmiYktv Brmmd nor Lebeck ever made up a 
more extraordinary .di(h, than I once remember 
at the Cq/ile^ Some bloods being in company 
with a celebrated yafe AyVj ont of them pulled 
off her fhpe, and in excefs of gallantry filled it 
with Champagne, and drank it off to her health, 
^n this delicious draught he was immediately 
pledged by the reft, and then, to carry the con^ 
pliment ftill further, he ordered the (hoe itfelf to 
be drelled and ferved up f6r fupper^ The cook 
H3 fit 
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tst bimielf ibrioufly to. wock upon it :. he polled 

the upper part (which was of damaflc) into fine 

ihreds, and tofied it up in ragout ', minc«d the 

fole; cut the wooden hee| into very thin flices, 

fried them in batter, and placed them round the 

difh for garnifli. The c^nrpanj, Jwu may be 

fiire, toftified their affe£iion (or the lady by ea;l- 

.iag very heartily of this exquifue impromptu : aad 

,as this tran&Aion happened juft after the Fremh 

king had talccn a cobler's daughter for his miftreis, 

Tom Pierce (who has the ftile as well as art of & 

^Frmch cook) in bis bill politely called it, in ho- 

. Hour of her name, DtfouHtr a la Murphy, 

Taverns, Mr. Town, feem oontriyed fi>r 
the promoting of luxury; while the humbbr 
chop-houfes are ddOgned only to.fatisfy the drdi»' 
nary cravings of nature^ Yet at tbefe yon majr 
meet with a variety of characters. At Z>^^'s and 
ibrfimm^s^ you cemmonly'fee the hearty Icytn 
of a beef-fteak and gill ale ; and at Betiy% and 
die chop4loufes about the Inns of Court, a pretty 
' fiiaid is as inviting as die provifions» In thefe 
jeomoion refe^ries you may always find the 
^mmy attorney's clerk,^ the prim^ curate, the 
walking pliyfician,. the capmin upon lialf pay^ 
ihe (habby Xfokt dt cbamhre upcm board wages^ 
:ted the foreign count or manjuis in diOiabille^ . 

who 
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who has rcfiifed to dine with a duke or «n am-^ 
bafiador. At a little eating->houfe in a dark alley 
befaiod the ^Change, I once faw a grave citizen^ 
worth a plumb, order a two«^>enn7 mefs of broth 
with a boiled chop in it : and when it was brought 
bim, he fcooped the crumb out of an half-penny 
foil, and (baked it in the porridge for his prefent 
meal -, then carefully placing the chop between 
the upper and under cruft, he wrapt it up in a 
diecked handkerchief, and carried it off for the 
nerrow^s repaft*^ 

I SHALL leave it to you, fi^, to make farther 
lefle^ions on this fubjeA, and ftoukl be glad to 
dine with you at any tavern, dive with you intd 
any cellar, take a beef-fteak in Ivy-Lam^ a mut- 
ton-chop behind Su ClemeHi% or (if you chufc 
it) an extempore fauf9ge or black-pudding over 
die farthing fries at Moor- Fields. 

Your humble fiar^nt, 

Pye^orner. - - - . T. SaVOURY. 

Mr. TOWN! 

BY JoFve it is a fiiame, a burning ihame, to 
fee the honour of England^ the glory of our 
nation, the greateft pillar of life. Roast Beef, 
utterly baniChed from our tables. This evil, like 
many others, has been growing upon us by de- 
grees. It was begun by wickedly placing the 
H 4 .Beef 
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Beef upon a fide-table^ and fcreenmg it by a pai^ 
eel c^ queue* taird fellows in laced waificoata» 
However, the odorous effluvia generally affeded 
the fmcll of every true Briton in the room. The 
butler was fatigued with carving : the mailer of 
the houfe grew pale, and fickened at the fight of 
thofe juicy collops of fat and lean, that came 
fwimming in gravy, and fmoking mpft delicioufly 
under our noftrils. Other methods therefore were 
to be perfued. The Beef was flill ferved up, but 
it was brought up cold. It was put upon a table 
in the darkeft part of the room, and immured 
between four walls formed artificially by the fer- 
vants with the hats of the company. When the 
jellies and flip-flops were coming in, the Beef 
was carried off in as fecret a manner, as if it had 
gone throu^ the ceremonies of concodion. But 
flill, fir, under all thefe difadvantages we had' a 
chance of getting a flice as it pafied by. Now 
alas ! it is not fuiFered to come up flairs. I dare 
fay, it is generally banifhed from the fteward's 
table ; nor do I fuppofe, that the powdered foot- 
men will touch it, for fear of daubing their ruffles. 
So that the difh that was ferved up to the royal 
tables, the difh that was the breakfaft of quc^n 
EBzabetb and her maids of honour, the difli that 
received the dignity ci knighthood from king 
Janus the firft, is now become the food only of 
fcullions and ftable-boys« In what words can I 

vent 
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vent my refentment upon this occafion ? efpeciaHy 
. when I refled» that innovations feldom comp alone. 
Toafted cheefe is already buried in rammekins : 
plumb-porridge has been long bani(hed : I tremble 
for plumb-pudding. May we not live to fee a leg 
of pork detefted as carrion ? and a (boulder of 
mutton avoided as if it were horfe-fle(h I Our only 
hopes are in the Clergy^ and in the Beef-fteak 
Club. The former fiill preferve, and probably will 
preferve, the reSitude of their appetites ; and will 
do juflice to Beef, wherever they find it. The 
latter, who are compofed of the moft ingenious 
artiftft in the kingdom, meet every Saturday in a 
noble room at the top of Cwent-Garden theatre, 
and never fuiFer any di(h except Beef* (leaks to ap- 
pear. Tfaefe, indeed, are moft glorious examples : 
but what, alas ! are the weak endeavours, of a few 
to oppofe the daily inroads of fiicafiees and foup* 
maigres ! This, Mr. Town, is a national con* 
cern, as it may prove more deftruflive to Beef 
than the diftemper among the horned cattle : And 
(hould the modi(b averfion again(i rumps and fur- 
](Mns continue, it will be abfolutely necefiary ta 
enforce the love of Beef by a^ of parliament 

Twrsi 

GOLIAH ENGLISH/ 
He 
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NuMS. XX. ^nrfiltrff Jmnt 13, 1754. 

Non umbra altorum nemorum, non mollia poflunt 
Prata movea animum. — — Vulo. 

No rural charms her jftylefs mind can move^ 
TT)$ verdant mettdow^ (ft the Idffy grvue, 

TH E ladies of the prefent age are ftrangely 
altet'ed from the unpolifhed females, who 
flourilhed in the days of komance. What mo« 
dern ParthemJJa would not prefer a tall young 
fellow to the moft beautiful dwarf in the univerfe^ 
,or a coach and fix to a white palfry ? The fair 
damfels of old were chiefly tQ. be found in woods 
and forefis ; but our prefent heroines are diftin- 
guiihed by an utter averfion to the country, and 
, would as foon be confined by a giant in ail en- 
chanted caftle, as immured with old maiden 
aunts in the family mafifion-houfe« Nothing is 
more dreadful to our ladies of quality than the 
approach of fummer : for what woman of fpirit 
would chufe to leave the town to wander in fo- 
litudes and defarts ; or what pleafure can the 
lortg diys give to oup fine ladies/ when the pretty 
creatures are confcious, that they Icok beft by 

candle- 
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candte-Iight ? The general complaint againft the 
0MiUry is want of aaiu£ement» or want of com* 
.pany: but thefe common inconveniences are 
irifle$ in cooipariibn to the fuffering^ ^of the poor 
iUdy^ who wrote the jfollowing letter, which was 
ftoKinMudicated^a one wkh leave to mak^ it public. 

Dear Lady CuARtorrtj 

IH A r £ boen plagued, peSkertif Seized to 
death, and hurfted out ^f my wits, ever fince 
I ka^e been m diis odious eouatry* 0.my dG9/f^ 
kowl kmg to be in towni»g»in? Pope and (he 
i^ts may taikw^at they mil^ of thrir purling 
UMbmi^ fliadjp granges, and fiowery meads : but 
1 hikd ftather live all o^y dty$ aniot^ die ^iboefe- 
iyiong«rs Slops' i» thtmes^Stnety than pafe &di 
Mdtiier fprtng ia this Shixf country. Would 
you belicv* it f I have fcarce touched a card fince 
f have been here : and thenrtheve has been gieh 
«*> with us abcRjt elodioQ matters^ that I lun 
f«ady to die with the vafxnirs : &ch a rmit with 
*eir biffing and hailowing, my head is ready to 
^ into a thoufend pieces ! If my Sir >A« muft 
be 10 parliament, why cannot he do as your 
lord dbes, and be content with a> borough, where 
he might come in without all this troubley and 
take his feat, in the hoyfe, though he has never 
been within an hundred miles of the place. 

H 6 Oua 
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Our houfe, my dear, has been a perfeft inn, 
ever fince we came down ; and I have been ob>- 
liged to trudge about as much as a fat landlady. 
Our doors arc open to every dirty fellow in tte 
county, that is worth forty (hillings a year ; all 
my beft' floors are fpoiled by the hc^mails of 
farmers ftumping about them ; every room is a 
pig-ftye, and the Cbimft paper in thedrawing>room 
ftinks fo abominably of punch and tobacco, that 
it would ftrike you down to come into it. If you 
knew what I have fufFered, you would think I 
bad the conftitudon of a wafherwoman to go 
through it. We never (it down to table without 
a dozen or more of boifterous two-legged creatures 
as rude as bearsj and I have nothing to do but to 
heap up their plates, and drink to each of dieir 
healths. What is worfe than all, one of the bea(b 
got tipfy, and nothing would (erve him but he 
muft kifs mCi which I was forced to fubmit to for 
fear of lofing his vote and intereft. Would you 
think it, dear Cbarbttef'-^ do not laugh at m e 
I ftood godmother in perfon to a huge lubberly boy 
at a country farmer's, and they almofl poifoned 
me with their hodge-podge they called caudle,^ 
made of four ale and brown fugar. All this and 
more I have been obliged to comply with, that 
the country fellows might not fay, my lady is 
proud and above them. 

Besides, 
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Besides, there is not a woman creature withta 
twenty miles of the place, that is fit companjr 
for my houfe-keeper \ and yet I muft be inti- 
mate with them all. Lady B ♦ • indeed is very 
near us 5 but though we are very well acquainted 
in town, we muft not be feen to fpeak to each' 
other -here, becaufe her lord is in the oppofitioo. 
Poor Thomas gdt a fad drubbing at her houfe, 
wbtn I innocently fent him at my firft coming 
into the country with a how d'ye to her l^yfliip. 
The greateft female acquaintance I have here, 
are Mrs* Mayorefi, a taylor's wife, and Mrs* 
Alderman Gajcoigne^ who fells pins and needles on 
one fide of the (hop, while her hufband works^ at 
his peftle and mortar on the other. Thefe ot^ 
dmary wretches are conftant attendants on my 
tea-table : I am obliged to take them and their 
brats out an airing in n^ coach every «vening»; 
and am afterwards often doomed to fit down to 
whift and fw2A>ber8, or one and thirty bone-ace 
for farthings. Mrs. Mayoreis is a very Violent 
party-woman ; and (he has two pug-dogs ; one 
of which (he calls ^itjobn^ and the other Colonel, 
in compliment you muft know to my hu(baild 
and his brother candidate. 

We had a ball the other day ; and I opened 
it with Sir Humphry C&^, vriio danced in his 

boott^ 
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bootSf and kobbled along for all tfaeworid like 
tht (famcing beaiSy winch I have feen in the . 
ftrcet» at Lmdom A terrible mxftake happetwd 
td>oitt precedence, which I fear w^l lofe Sir Jk/m 
a good many votes. An attomey't wi^ vras verjF 
tngry, that hvt daugl^er^.a Iktle p«rt cbtt juft 
Mne from the boarding-fchoio^ was not o^ed 
out ta dance befiiDe Mift Nortm the brewer's 
^btngfater, when everybody icnew (flic faid) dbflt 
iier giii waa a gendewomaii bred and born^ 

I wr^Hy my dea*, ydii^ were io ftemf Avffing^- 
foooi ; you would thitik it was a rSbbund-fhop. 
Lmia and t haw been bufy all thid week in 
nnkiog up knot» and fevoinci \ and yeflferday nO' 
ttilliser's pientioe could work teNrder than I did, 
ia tying ttem on to the iweaty hats of cosnery 
•bumkim. And if k not vay bard iipe^ me i 
2 mofl not even dwfe as I flea& ; bu( am^obliged 
e» wear Mae, though you know k doe» not fttit 
rmy compiexion, and makes- me look as hornd as 
ibc witches in Ms^d^eik^ 

ftuT what is* worfe than aH, Sir John tells me,^ 
d»e ele<aion expences have run (b high, that he 
muft fliorten my allowance of pin-money. He 
talks <^ turning off hdif Ms fervanis ;• nay, he 
has: evieafaimedio nn^ that i jhall not eomc to 

town 
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town all the winter. Barbaroas creature \ — But 
if he dares ferve me fo, he (hall pofitlvely lofe his 
titStion next time -, I will- raife fuch a fpmt of 
oppofition in all* the wives and daughters in tte^ 
county againft him. 

ram 

Your affectionate friend, &c. 

This lady's cafe is, indeed^ very much to be 
pitied : but as Sir John has had the good luck to 
gain his point after a ftrong oppofition, he will 
doubdefs be fenfible of the great (hare his lady 
had , in his fucccfs. For my own party when I 
confider the vail infiaencr which the bk - fex 
auift naturaQy hove ovef my fiBllaw-countrymen^ 
I caitnot he^ lodcifig on their interefting them-r 
iolvcs ill thefe matters as ^ very ferrous a£ur« 
What (iiecc& mv& a iiae lady tteet with on 
her canvafs ! No gentleman to be fure could 
be fo rude or fo cruel, as to refufe fuch a pretty 
beggar any thing {he (hould afk ; and an honeffi 
country farmer, who could withftand any other 
arguments, might be coxed and wheedled, or 
^ bribed with a fmile, into voting againft his 
confcience. Many inftances have been found, 
during the late ele£tions, of husbands who have 
>e^ forced to poll as their wives would have 

them J 
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them; and I know a young fellow, that was 
brought over to give a vote againft his inclination 
by his Aveetheart,. who refiifed to receive his ad- 
didles, if he did not change his party. 

It may not perhaps be too bold an af&rtion^ 
that half the members in the prefent parliament 
owe their fisats to the dire£l or indired influence 
of the other fex. It would therefore be highly 
proper for the legiflature to provide againft this 
evil for the future ; and I hope, before the next 
general eledion, to fee among the Vbtes thcfoK 
lowing, refolution. 

That it is an high infringement of the llU 
berties and Privileges of the Commons of Gnai 
Britaiftj for any Peerefs, or any other Lady, to 
concern themfelves in the Eledions of Members 
to ferve for the ComnK>n8 ii^Parlianienw 
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Numb. XXI^ Thurfdayyjitne lOt 1754. 

f- — Studeo, buUatis ufr mihi nugis 

Pagina turgefcat, dare pondus idonea fuma 

P E R s I u s* 

- j1 tale infouniing phrafe IJirive to tett^ 
ff^th pompous triJUs that my page mayjwell: 
That wordy trappings the thinfenfe mof ckhr 
And add imaginary weight to fmeke. 

TQUASSOUW, the fon of KqyussoMo^ 
was Konqiar or Chief Captain over the 
Sixteen Nations of Ccffrarta. lie was defcended 
from N'oh and Hingjfoh^ who dropt fr«m the 
moon I and his power extended over all th^ 
traals of the Hottentots. 

This prmce was remarkable for his prowefi 
and activity ; his fpeed was like the torrent, that 
ruihes down the precipice \ and he would over- 
take the wild afs in her flight: bis arrows 
brought dowHi the eagle from the clouds } the 
Ijon fell before him, and his launte drank the 
blood of the rhinoceros* He fathomed the wa-* 
ters of the deep, and buffeted the billows in the 
tempeft: he drew the rockfUh from their 

lurkingr 
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hirkmg-boles, and rifled the beds of coral. Trained 
from his infancy in the exerdie of war, to weiid 
the tiajfagaye with dbxterity, and break the wild 
bulls to battle, he was a ftranger to the foft dal- 
liance of love s and beheld with indifference the 
thick-lipped damfels of Gongeman^ and the flat^ 
nofod beaiuies of Hauteniqua^ 

As Tquassouw was one day giving Infrac- 
tions forfprcadirtg toils for the elk, anddtggrog 
pitfalhr for the elephant, he received tnformationr 
that a tyger prowUng^ for prey wftt cemmkting 
ravages on the Kraak of the Chamtcuifs, He 
hatched up his bow of olive-wood, and bounded', 
like the roe buck on the mountains, fo their 
affiftance. He arrived juft at the inftant, when 
the enraged animal was about to faften^ on z- 
virgin; and aimiirga poifoneJ arrow at his heart,, 
laid him dead at her ket The virghi threw 
berfelf on the ground,, and covered her head with 
dud, to thanl her deliverer: but when fhe rofe,. 
the prince was dazzled with her charms. He 
was ftruck with the glofliy hue of her complexion, 
which (hone like the jetty down on the black 
hogs of Hejfaqua : he was raviflied with the preft 
griftle of her nofe ; and his eyes dwelt with ad- 
miration on the flaccid beauties of her breafts^ 
which^ defcended to her navel. 

Knonm- 
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KNOKiMQUAiHAy (for that was the virgin's 
name) was daughter to the Kcupuqua or Leader 
of the Kraalf who bred her up with aU the ddicacy 
of her fcx. She was fed with the- entrails of 
goats, &e fucked the eggjsof tJbe oftricb, and her 
drink was the milk of ewes. After ga2si&g for 
fome tiQie iipon her charms^ the prince in great 
tranfport embraced the foles of her feet : then 
ripping the beaft he had juft killed, took out 
tfe^ caul, and hiuig it sd)out her neck, in token of 
his aiFedion^ He a^tarwatds ilripped the tj^ 
of his (kin, and fending it to the KcujUijua he^ 
JfaAer^ demanded the dMifel in marriage. 

The eve of the Aill moon was appointed for 
the celebration of.tbe nupcialt of TqvASSOUW 
and KNONMquAi»Ar When the day arrived^ 
the magnificence,^ in which the bridegoom wttt 
arrayed, amazed all Caffraria. Over his (bouU 
ders was caft a Kroffi^ or mantle of wild cat- 
flcins : he cut fandals for his feet from the raw hide 
of an elephant ; he had hunted down a leopard,, 
and of the -fpotted fur formed a fuperb cap for 
his head j he girded his loins with the inteftines,. 
and. the bladder of the beaft he blew up, and 
faftened to his hair. ^ 



. Nor 
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Noit had Knonm^u AiHA been lefs employed 
in adorning her perfon. She made a varnifh of 
the fat of goats mixed with foot^ with which (he 
anointed her ^rfiole bodj^ ^s (he ftoed beneath' 
the rays of the Am : her locks were ck>tted widi 
mehed greafe, and powdered with the yellow duft 
of Btubu: her face, which (hone like the polifbed 
fkionjr was beautifully varied with fpots of red 
earth,^ and appeared likfc the fable curtain of the 
night befpangled with ftars : flie fprinklcd her 
limbs with wood-aibes, and perfumed them with 
the dung of the Stinkbingfem. Her arms and 
legs were entwined' with the fiiining entrails ef 
an heifer : from her neck there hung a pouch 
compofed of the (bmach of a kid : the wings of 
an oftrich overibadowed the fleiby promontories 
behind ; and before (he wore an apron formed of 
the ihaggy ears of a Hon. 

Thb Chiefs of the feveral Kraab^ who were 
fummoned to aflift at their nuptials, formed a 
circle on the ground, fitting upon their heels^ 
and bowing their heads between their knees in 
token of reverence. In the centre the illuftrious 
prince with his fable bride repofcd upon (oft 
cuihions of cdw.-dung. Then the Surri or Chief 
Prieft approached thendy and in a deep voice 
chaunted the nuptial rites to the melodious 

grumbling 
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^4imbling of the Gam-Gom; and at the (ame 
time (according to the manner of Caffraria) be- 
dewed th^m plentifully with the urinary hene- 
difUon. The bride and bridegroom rubbed in 
die precious .ftream with exufy i while the briny 
drops trickled from their bodies, like the ooay 
faxj^t from the jocks of Chirigriqua* 

The Hottentots had feen the increafe and wane 
of two moons fince the happy union of Tquas- 
soxJW and Knonm^uaiha, when the Kraals 
were furprifed with the appearance of a moft ex- 
traordinary j)erronage, that cam^from the (avage 
people who rofe from the Tea, and had lately fixed 
themfelves on the borders of Caffraria. His body 
was enwrapped with Arange coverings, which 
concealed every part from fight, except his face 
and hands. Upon his (kin the fun darted his 
fcorching rays in vain, and the colour of it was 
pale and wan as the watery beams of the moon. 
His hair, which he could put on and take off at 
pleafure, was white as the bloflbms of the almond 
tree, and bu(hy as the fleece of the ram. His lips 
and cheeks refembled the red oker, and his no(e 
was iharpened like the beak of an eagle. His 
language, .which was rough and inarticulate, was 
as the language of beafts \ nor could TqiJAs- 

souw 
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sovw dUcmcr his meaning, till an Hatteutat 
(irho at the firft coming ^ tbef^ people bad been 
taken prifoner, and l»ad afterwards noade bis 
trfcape) inteipreted between tbem. This inter- 
'preter informed the prince, that tbe flxaager 
was font from his fellow countrymen to treat 
about the enlargement of their territories, and 
that he was called, among them. Mynheer 
Van Snk:k£|isne£. 

Tc^ASSOUW, who was remaikable fof his 
humanity, treated the favage with extraordinary 
benevolence. He fpread a mantle of fhecp-lkins, 
anointed with fat, for his bed ; and for his food 
he boiled in their own blood the tripes of the 
fatteft herds, that grazed in the rich paftures of 
the Heykoms. The ftranger in return inftrudted 
the prince in the manners of the favages, and 
often amufed him with fending fire from an hol- 
low engine, which rent the air with thunder. 
Nor was he lefs ftudious to pleafe the gentle 
KNONivifQUAiHA. He bound bracelets of po- 
liflied metal about her arms, and encircled her 
neck with bead§ of glafs : he filled the cocoa (hell 
with a delicious liquor, and gave it her to drink, 
which exhilerated her heart, and made her eyes 
fparkle with joy : 'he alfo taught her to kindle fire 
through a tube of clay with the dried leaves of 

Dachoy 
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Daeha^ and to iend for^ rolls of odorous fmoke 
from her mouth. After having (igoumed in the 
Kraals for the fpace of half a moon, the ftranger 
was difmifled with magnificent prefents of the 
teeth of elephants; and a grant was made to his 
countrymen of the fertile meadows' of Kochequa^ 
and the forefts of Siinkvuood bounded by the 
Pabmite river. 

TcjuAssouw ajid Kkonmqjjaiij a conti- 
nued to live together in the moft cordial aflfec- 
tion; and the Surris ev^ry night invoked the 
great Gounja Ticquoa^ who illuminates the moon, 
that he would give an heir to the race of 
IsToh and Hingnoh. The princefs at length ma,- 
nifeftcd ,the happy tokens of pregnancy ; white 
her waift encreafed daily in circumference, and 
fwelled like the gourd. When the time of her 
delivery approached, (he was committed to the 
care of the Wife Women, who placed her on a 
couch of the reeking entrails of a cow newly 
flain, and to facilitate the birth, gave her a portion 
of the milk of wild afles, and fomented her Joins 
with the warm dung of elephants. When the 
throes of child-birth came on,ii terrible huiVicane 
howled along the coaft, the air bellowed with 
thunder, and the face of the moon was obfcured 
as with a veil. The Kraal ecchoed with flhrieks 

and 
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-and lamentations, and the Wife Women cried 
out, that the princds was delivered of a 
M o N 8 T £ R« 

The <^prbg of her womb was white*— 
They took the child, and waflied him with the 
juice of aloes : they expofed his limbs to the Fun, 
anointed diem with the fat, and rubbed them 
with the excrement of black bulls : — but bis fkin 
ftill retained, it's detefted hue, and the child was 
Hill WHIT£. The venerable Surris were aflem- 
Wed to deliberate on the caufe.of this prodigy ; 
and {hey unanimoufly pronounced, that it was 
owing to the evil machinations of the Dxmon 
Cham-ouna^ who had pradifed on the virtue of 
the princefs under the appearance of Mynuber 
Van Snick£rsn££* 

T H £ inceftuous parent and her unnatural 
offspring were judged unworthy to live. They 
bowed a branch of an olive tree in the foreft dF 
Lions, on which the white monfier was fufpended 
\jy the heels ; and ravenous beafts feafted on the 
iffue of Knowmquaiha. The princefs herfelf 
was fentenced to the fevere punifliment allotted 
to the heinous crime of adultery. The Kanqui^ 
fuasy who fcarce twelve moons before had met 
to celebrate her nuptials, were now fummoned 

to 
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to affift at het unhappy deadi. They were col- 
leded in a circle, each of them wielding an huge 
club of cripple-wood. The beauteous criminal 
ftood weeping in the midft of them, prepared to 
receive the firft blow from the hand of her in- 
jured hufband. Tquassouw in vain afiayed 
to perform the fad office : thrice he uplifted 
his ponderous mace of iron, and thrice dropt it 
ineSedual on the ground. At length from his 
rdudant arm defcended the fell ftroke, which 
lighted on that nofe, whofe flatneis and expan- 
iion had firft captivated his heart. The Kouquequas 
then ruihing in with their clubs redoubled their 
blows on her body, 'till the pounded I^nonm- 
quAiHA lay as an heap of mud, which the re- 
tiring flood leaves on the ftrand. 

Her battered limbs, now without form and 
diftin£tion, were indofed in the paunch of a 
rhinoceros, which was fattened to the point 
of a bearded arrow, and (hot into the ocean. 
Tqu Assouw remained inconfoleaUe for her lois : 
he frequently climbed the lofty clifis of Cbirigri- 
qua^ and caft his eyes on the watry expanfe. 
One night, as he ftood howling with the wolves 
to the moon, he defcried the paunch that con- 
tained the predous relicks of Knom^uaiha, 
dancing on a wave, and floating towards him. 

Vol.1. ' I Thrice 
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Thrice he cried out widi a lamentable voicae, 
Bo^ B09 Bd: dien fprii^g from the cliff, ha 
darted like the eagle foufing on his prey. The 
pauach burft afuoder beneath his weight; the 
green wave was difcoloured.with the gore; and 
TquASsouw. was inveloped in the ma(s. He 
was heard of no more ; and it was believed by the 
people, who remaiiied igporantof his cataftcophe^ 
that he was fiiatchcd up into the moon. 

The fate of this unhappy pair is recorded 
among the nations of the Hottentots to this day 4 
and their marriage rites have ever Aoce con- 
cluded with a wifh, << That the hufband may be 
** happier than TquAssouw, and the wife more 
^ chafte than Knonm^aiha." 



Numb, 
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Numb. XXIL Thurjday^ June 27, 1 754. 

, Scilicet expedes, ut tradet mater honeflos 

Atque alios mores, quam quos habet ? 

Juv, 

The fartntheir breedings and fa like each other^ 
M^i is the verf model (f her msther. 

To Mr. town. 

SI R, 

I Remember in a match between two per* 
fons of different religions, it was ftipulated 
in the marriage articles, that the boys fliould be 
bred up b the perfuafion of the father, and the 
girls in that of the mother. The confequence 
of this was, that one part of the family was 
taught to look upon the other with a moft pious 
contempt; and in. the end it produced a fepara- 
tion. The fons followed the example of their 
father, and in order to avoid the leaft appearance 
of fuperftition and bigotry, turned out free- 
thinkers : the lady of the houfe retired with her 
daughters to France^ and to preferve them from 
a communication with heretics, confined them in 
a nunnery. 

I 2 The 
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The like metbod feems to be obTerved in the 
General education of children i who, as foon as 
Ihey leave the n^ay^ are refigned over to the 
care and diredion of their refpedive parents, ac- 
cofding to their fex: whence it often happens, 
that families are as much diftinguifhed by their 
peculiar manners, as by a certain caft of features 
or complexion. My young (quire is put upon a 
little horfe before he can wdl walk, and be- 
comes (as his father was before him) the pupil 
and companion of the groom and the game- 
keeper ; and if miis's mamma fhould chance to 
be the daughter of a poor man of quality, though 
the wife of a fubftantial tradefinan, the little 
lady is early inftruded to value herfdf on her 
blood, and to defpife her father's dirty connec- 
tions with buiinefi. 

To this method of education it is owing, that 
the (ame vices and follies are delivered down 
from one generation to another. The modifh 
excefTes of thefe times are in their nature the 
fame with thofe which were formerly in vegue, 
though they differ fomewhat in their (hape »and 
appearance. The prefent race of Bucks, Bloods, 
and Free-thinkers, are but the fpawn of the Mo- 
bocks and the Hell- Fire-Club : and if our modem 
fine ladies have had their Mafquerades, their 

Vauxhalls^i 
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f^auxhallfyAciT Sunday Tea-drinking at Rmdagh^ 
and their Morning Chocolate in the Ha^ 
Market^ they have only improved upon the Ring^ 
the Spring'Gardem^ the New-Exchange Affigna^ 
tions, and the Morning Puppet-fhew, which 
employed, the attention of their grandmothers. 
And as it is not apparent, diat our people of 
fafhion are more wicked, ib neither are they 
wifer than their predeceflbrs. 

When I contemplate the manner, in which 
the younger part of the polite world is brought 
up, I am apt to carry my refleftions fardier than 
what merely concerns their own perfons. Let 
our young men of fafhion expofe their ignorance 
. abroad, rather than improve at our Univeriitief 
at home ; — let them trifle away their time in 
infipid amufements, and run loofe about the 
town in one continued round of extravagance 
and debauchery ; — let our young ladies be taught 
nothing but gallantry and whtft, and be feen 
only at routs and aflfembltes ; — if the coniequence 
extend not'beyond themfelves^ But as thefe are 
to be the fathers and mothers, die guardians and 
tutors, on ^om the morals of our next race . 
muft depend ; it becomes a public concern, left 
the reign of vice and ignorance ihould be fap- 
I 3 ported, 
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porttd^ ts it ^wf re» by hereditaty fuccefEon, and 
piopagafed to^iftant generatipns. 

The flkxlemTTieApd of education is, indeed^ 
fo little calculated to promote virtue and learn* 
ing, that it is almoft impoffible tfae children 
fhould be wifer or better than their parents. 
The country fquire feldom fSils of feeing iris fon 
as dull and auk ward a looby as himfelf | while 
die debauched or foppiib man of quality breeds 
«p a rake or ftn empty coxcomb^ who .i>ringi 
mtw difeafes into die family, and freih mortgages 
on the eftate. If you would tbeisefctfe fiiw)ttr.us, 
jMr. Town, wiih a few Kmarks on tbi« fuliycfii 
you would do ferviee to poftcrity : for the pre^ent^ 
five me leave to illufirate what I hwvcMd^ by tkt 
«xample of a very fafbionable family. 

hADY Bblle MpxxELY was one x^ the £neft 
women in the laft reign, as the Colonel her huf- 
band was one of the finarteft fellows. After 
ihey had aftoniflicd the world fingly with the 
/r/^ of their aflions, they came together : as her 
ladyihip was proud of fixing a man, who was 
'ibought to have intrigued with half the womei^ 
Dffafibioa; while the. Colonel fell a facrifice to 
J)er b^uty, only becajufe (be was admired by 

every 
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every- bddy dfe. They Kved together for fome 
time in great fplendouf : but as matrimony was a 
conftraint upon their freedom^ they at length 
parted by a private agreement* Lady Bellb 
keeps the beft company, is at the head of eveiy 
party of pleafure, never miiles a mafquerade, 
and has card-tables conftantly at her own houfe 
on Sundays. The Colonel is ofle of the' oldeft 
members of the club zt TVhite\ runs hbt^es'^t 
^ewmarkety has an a£lrels in Iteepirtg, * and is 
proteded from the impertinence of duns, by 
having purchafed a fe^t in parliament at almoft 
as great an expence, as would have fatisfied the 
demands of his creditors. 

They have two children : the one has been 
educated by the diredlion of his father, the other 
ha8l)een bred up under the eye of her mamma. 
The boy was, indeed, put to a grammar-fchool 
for a white 5 but Latin and <?nfK*, or indeed any 
language except French^ arc of no fervicfe to a. 
gentleman : and as the lad had difcovered early 
oraite df fpirit, (fuch as kicking down wheel- 
barrows, and fettlng old women bn tbeir lieads) 
the Colonel fwore Jack {hould be a foldier, and 
accordingly begged a Pair of Colours for him, 
before he was fifteen. The Colonel, who had 
fcrved only in the peaceful campaigns of Covent^ 
I 4 Garden^ 
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GardiHy took great pains to inftil into Jack all 
that prowelt fo remarkable in the modem heroes 
of the army. He enumerated his vidories over 
bullies, his encounters with (harpers, his mid- 
night (kirmifhes with conftables, his ftorming 
of bagnios, his imprifonment in round-houfes, 
and his honourable wounds in the fervice of pro- 
ftitutes. The Captain could not fail of improv- 
ing under fo excellent a tutor, and foon became 
as eminent as his father. He is a Blood of the 
firft rate ; Sherlock has inftru£led him in the ufe 
of the broad fword, and Broughm has taught 
him to box. He is a fine gentleman at aflemblies, 
a (harper at the gaming-table, and a bully at the 
bagnios. He has not yet killed his man in the 
honottrable way; but he has gallantly crippled 
feveral watchmen, and moft couragioufly run 
a waiter through the body. His fcanty pay will 
not allow him to keep a miftrefs; but it is 
(aid, that he is privately married to a woman of 
the town. 

Such is the con(equence of the fon's educa* 
tion ; and by this our people of di(lln£iion may 
learn, how much better it is to let a lad (ee the 
world, as the phrafe is, than to Ia(b him through 
a grammar-fchool like a pari(h-boy, and confine 
him with dull pedants in a collegc-doifler. Lady 

BfiLLfi 
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Belle has not been lefs careful of her daughter 
.Mifs Harriot. Thofe, who undertake the bu- 
finefs of educating polite females, have laid it - 
down as a rule to confider women merely as 
DoUs 'f and therefore never attempt? the cuttiva* 
tion of their principles, but employ their whole 
attention on. adorning their perfons. The ro- 
mantic notions of honour and virtue are only fit 
for poor aukward creatures, who are to marry a 
(hopkeeper of a parfon ; but they can be of no 
ufe to a fine girl, who is defigned to make a 
figure. Accordingly Mifs Harriot was com- 
mitted to the care of Madame Govsmante^ who 
never fuf&red her toTpeak a word of Engl/Jbj and 
z, French dancing-mafler,. who taught her to hold 
up her head, and come into the room like a little 
lady. As fhe grew up^ her mamma infliu£led 
her in the niceft points of ceremony and good: 
breeding : (he explained taher tbelawaand regu- 
lations of drefs,. dire^ed herintfa^ choice of her 
brocades, told, her what fafhions beil became her, 
and what colours beft fuited h^r complexion- 
Thefe excellent rules were confbntly enforced 
by examples drawn from her ladyfhip's own 
pa^ce: above all, fhe unravelled the various 
arts of gallantry and intrigue, recounted the ilfa- 
tagems (he had herfdf employed in gaining new 
Gonquefts, taught her when to advance and when 

I 5 tQ> 
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to retreat, and how far ftic mighc venture to in- 
dulge herfeif in certain freedoms without endan- 
gering her reputation. 

M1S6 Ff AftnioT foon became the puUic 
admiration of M the pretty fellows, and was al- 
lowed to be a lady of the moft elegant accom* 
plifliments. She was reckoned to play a better 
game at whift than Mrs. Sharpfyj and to bet wkh 
nnore (pirit at brag than the bold lady Ata/t. She 
wis carried about to Ttmbridge, Vathj Chdtm^ 
Awn. and every other place of diverfion, by the 
mother; where ihe'was expofed as at a public 
mart for beauty, and put up to the beft bidder. 
But as Mi6 had fome fortune hi her own difpeialy. 
ihe had not the patience to wait the formal delays 
of marriage articles, jointures, iettlements, and 
pin-money; and (juft before the late zSt took 
place) eloped with a gentleman, who had long 
■been very intimate with her mamma, and re- 
commended himfelf to Mifs Harriot by a 
flature of fix foot and a ihoulder-knot. 

Urn, SIR, 

O Your humble fervaot, &c. 

Numb. 
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—.^^ ii I. — — . Qui TOodo ifcurra 
Am fi quid faSt re trithrs videbatur. 
Idem mficcto eft inficetior nire. CAtirtL* 

Thi Fool of Pantommiy whonierfpakeword^ 
Or worfe than Fooly the Sendtor or Lcrdy 
In the 3tdl country his dull trade ferfuingj 
The Uocihead underdoes ins under doings 

I Have latdy rtcel¥ed fevcfr^ letters^frcwn my 
'^oafin V'ii;9LAG£9 ceiic«mif)g the ^eiite^adni 
ifnentfi of the ^countiy. fie tells me, Aat the^ 
have concerts every evening in that part of tht 
Vnonth, in which the afmaAadc promifes k wifl 
t5^'nK>on-}iglit« In one little td*6^ in partiotilar^ 
flU th^ polite company rf the fJace -gSktsk^t 
tmtry Sunday evening (^er church) at 'Ac Three 
CmtpaJjUs^ ^hich is kept %y the ckrk, co regale 
Ihemfelves with qakes and £ne home-brewed in 
an arbour at the end of his cabbage- gal-den ; to 
which th^ havie given the genteel denom'matioti 
of Little Randogh. I ihall this day prefent my 
reader with his 1 aft letter; and only take notice 
of the grand difference between the {umEntr 
amufements in town and country. In London^ 
, I 6 while 
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while we are almoft (mothered in fmoke and 
duft, gardens are opened every evening to refrefli 
us with the pure air of the country ; while thofe, 
viho have the fineft walks and moft beautiful 
ptofpcEU eternally before them, (hut themfelver 
up in theatres and ball-rooms, ^^ lock ^r 
<< day-light out» and make tbemfelves an arti- 
er ficial Lmubn:' 

Dear Cousin, 

WHEREVER the town goes, thofe who. live 
by the town naturally follow. The face- 
tious and entertaining gentry, who during the 
winter amu^ tl» world witfaiii^ thie bills of mxxh 
tality, are now difperied into difierent parts of 
the country. We have had moft of them here 
already. The Cebffiu, the Dwarf y the Fmali 
Sam/ottj made fome ftay with us. We went for 
^ week together to fee Mr. PoweB eat red-hot 
tobacco-pipes, and fwallow fire and brimAone. 
The Hermaphrodiit was obliged to leave die 
town on a fcandalous report, that a lady ufed 
fivquently to vifiC him in private. Mr. Church 
for fome time charmed us with concertos and 
fonatas on the Jew's-flarp ; and at our laft 
ball we footed it to our ufual melody of the 
tabor and pipe, accompanied with the cymbal 
and wooden fpoons. 

I WILL 
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I wiLX nottire you with a particular detail of 
all our entertainments, but confine myfelf at 
. prefent to tbotb of the Stage. About the middle 
of laft mondi there came among us one of thofe 
gentlemen^ who are famous for the one of everjr 
diftem^per, and efpecialiy thofe pronounced in- 
. curable by the faculty. The vulgar call him a 
Mfuntebank ^ — but when I confidered his tmpaf- 
£oned fpeeche^) and the extempore Stage from 
which he uttered them, I was apt to compare 
him to Tbijpis and his cart Agatn^ when I 
beheld the DoStot dealing out his Drugs, and at 
the fame time iaw Yi^MirrxAndnw.^WyovtTYAB 
tricks, it put me in mind of a tragi-comedy;; 
where the pathetic and the ludicrous are fo in- 
timalely conneded, and the whole piece is fo. 
merry and fo fad, that the audience is at a I0& 
whether they fhall laugh or cij. 

After the Do£lor had been here (ome time, 
there came down two or three emifTaries from % 
ftrolling company, in order (according to the 
player*s phrafb) to take the Town \ but the Mayor 
being a ftrift Prefbyterian, abfolutely refufed to 
iicenfe their exhibitions. The players, you muft 
know, finding this a good town, had taken a leafe 
laft fummer of an old fynagogue deferted by the 
Jews^i and were tfierefbre much alarmed at this 

difap^ 
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difappcnntment : but when they were in the ut- 
moft defjpatr, the ladies of the place joined in a 
petition to 'Mrs. Mayorcfe, who prevailed on her 
itrfband to wiric at their performances. The 
^cMrpanjr immediately Opened their Ijmagogue- 
thettre with tbe Merchant ef Vtnice : and find- 
ing the DoSor^-s Zany a droB fclIow» they dc- 
tt^ed him into their fervice ; and he has fincc 
performed the part of x\^,Mo€i Ik^&r with uni* 
^crM ap][dau(c. Upon hts revolt the Dodor him- 
ifeif ioand it abfolutely neceflary to enter of €m 
-company ; and having a talent for tragedy, has 
performed wtdi greaf fwooefe Ac Apothecary kx 
JUmteo and Jtdiit, 

The performers at our ruftic theatre are fiur 
beyond thofe paultry ftrollers, who run about the 
country, and exhibit in a barn or a cow-houfc ; 
fior (as their BilU declare) they are a Company 
of Comedians fro^ the Theatres Royal : aad I 
fl0ur€ you, they arc as n)uch af^plauded by our 
icountry critics, as any of your capital a£iors. 
Tbe flumps of oar tradefmen have * been aknoft 
^]e^erted, aod a croud of weavers and hardware- 
men have elbowed each other two houis befoie 
the opetHfig of the ^oors, wl^n the bills have 
informed us in enoripou^ ved letters, that the pait 
of dorge Barnwell was to be performed by 

Mr. 
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Mr. — — , at the particular drfire of fewral ladies 
^f diftinSion. Jt is true, indeed, that our prill- 
cipal adors have moft of thetn had thetr educah 
tion in Covint-Garderiy or Drntry-Lmte ; but they 
have .been employed in the bufinefs -of the drama 
jn sT degree but }uft flfbove a foene'&ifter. An 
4>croine, Co whom your managers in town (ih 
•envy to licr riling merit} icarce allotted ^le 
tumble paart of a .confidante) now blubbers tout 
-Andromadji or BehMthra-^ the attendants .on a 
jnonarch ftntts monardis themfehres, mutes find 
Ftheir voices, and mei&ge'^benrers rifeinfx) teroes.- 
The humour of our beft ^romedis&i confifts » 
^fiirugs and grimaces ; he jokes in a wryjtiouth, 
and repartees in a grin : in fliort, he pradtifes on 
^C^ngreue and Vanbrugh all thofe diftortions, that 
gained him 4b much applaufe from the galleries, 
-in the drubs which he was condemned to uH- 
idergo in pantomimes. I was vaftly diverted 2tt 
:£5eing a fellow in the chara£ier of Sir Harty 
Wildairy who^ chief action was a continual 
prefEng together of the thumb and fore- finger; 
which, had he lifted them to hb iK>fe, I ihould 
have thought he defigned as an imitation of takiuig 
frujfF: but I could eafily account for ihe cawfe of , 
^his Tubular geflure, when I difcovered, that Sir 
Harry was no leis a perfon than the dextrous 
Mr. Clip^ the candle-lhd&r. 

Yoo 
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You woiild laugh to fee, how ftrangely the 
•parts of a play are call* They played Cato ; and 
their Marda was Aich ao old woman, that whoi: 
*fvia zzvut on widi his — <* Hail ! charaiiiig 
^ maid !"— the fellow cotild not help laughing. 
Another night I was furprifed to hear an «iger 
lover tsdk of nifhing into his miftrefs's arms, 
rioting on the aedar of her lips, and defiring (in 
the tragedy rapture) to ^^ hug her thus, and thus 
*^ for ever ;" diough he always took care to ftand 
at a moft ceremonious diftance ; but I was af- 
t^wards very much diverted at the caufe of this 
extraordinary refped, when 1 was told, that the 
lady laboured under the misfortune of an ulcer in 
her leg, which occafioned fuch a difagreeable 
ftench, that the performers were obliged to keep 
Jier at arm's length. The: entertainment was 
Lethe: and the part of the Frenchman was pciK 
formed by a South- Briicn ; who, as he could not 
pronounce a word of the Fntub language, fupplied 
it's place l^ gaU)ling in his native tfVcb. 

Th€ decorafions, or (in the theatrical dialed)' 
the property of our company, are as extraordinaiy 
as the performers. Otbelb raves about a checked 
handkerchief i the Ghoft q\ Hamlet ftalks in a 
'poftilion's leathern-jacket for a coat of maik; 
and), in a new* Pantomime of their own. 
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, Cupid enters with a fiddle-cafe flung over 
his fhoidders for a quiver. The apothecary of 
the town is free of the houfe, for lending them a 
peftle and mortar to ferve as the bell in Fenice 
Prefervid'y and a barber-furgeon has the fame pii- 
vilege, for fumifhing them with bafons of blood 
to befmear the daggers in Macbeth. Macbeth him- 
felf carries a rolling-pin in his hand for a trun- 
cheon ; and, as the breaking of glades would be 
very expcnfive, he daflics down a pewter pint ppt 
at the fight of Banquo's Ghoft. 

A FRAY happened here the other night, which 
was no fmall diverfion to the audience. It feems, 
there had been a great conteft between two of ihcfc 
mimic heroes, who was the fitteft to play Richard 
the Third. One of them was reckoned to have 
the better perfon, as he was very round-fhouT^ 
dered, and one of his legs was fhorter than the 
other; but his antagonift carried the part, b^- 
caufe he Jiarted beft in the Tent-Scene. How- 
ever, when the curtain drew up, they both 
ruflied in upon the flage at once v and bawling 
out together •* Now are our brows bound with 
" viftorious wreaths,** they both went through 
the whole fpeech without flopping*. 

rj^ ' I am» dearCoufm, yours, &c. 

Nu»^a. 
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Numb, XXIV. Thurjday^ July ii, 1754. 

"Hit dibit populo,patribufque,cquitiqtte legendum. 

Mart. 

Bo9is^ thcft the hinvledgi rfthe world rnnfiwu^ 
Sm(i> m might fUafe n kufyf or n heau* 

WHEN I confider the abfurd taftc for lite 
rature, that once prevailed among our 
perfons of diftiti^tioO) I cannot but applaud the 
reformation, >^hich has been fince brought about 
in this article by the polite world. A Duke of 
Newcqftli tmit himfelf remarkable by a Trea« 
tife on Horfemanlhip ; a R^chjfir fuppHed tbe 
place of Ovid in the clofets of men of pleafure ; 
and even the ladies of former ages f^crificed to 
love in Novels and Romances* I will not m'en- 
tion a Shafiffiury^ as our prefent age has pro- 
duced a Bi/ingbroh.'^We of this generation arc 
wifcr than to fuffer our youth of quality to lofe 
their precious time in ftudying the bel/es Uitres^ 
while our only care is to introduce them into the 
hau monde. A modern peer, inftead of laying 
down the theory of horiemanfliip, is perfe<ft in 
the pradice, and commences jockey hin^felf ; 
and our rakes of fafhion are content with a<aing 

the 



N*. 24. ni COtTNOMS&UR. 187 
die foenes, which Rtchejiir ^QfcxVsQi. Our ladies 
are, indeed, very well qualified topuldiih a recital 
ofamoufs; and one in panicular has already en- 
tertained the world with memoirs of ter own in- 
trigues, cuekoldoms and elopements. 

I AM vecy glad to find the prefent s^tfo .en- 
tirely free from pedantry. Some part of the polite 
world read, indeed, but they are (o wife as to read 
only for amufement ; or at leaft cnlyto improve 
titemfelves in the moie modern and fiifhionaUe 
iciences. A Trcatife on Whift'has more ad- 
mirers than a Syfkm of Logic, and a New Ata- 
lantis would be more univerfally read than a 
Pm£ilce of Piety. A fine gentleman or lady 
weuM no more chufe the mind of a pedant, than 
the perfon of a cook-maid or a porter. I cannot, 
theiefbre^ but approve of the plan laid down I^ 
die writer of the following letter, and would re- 
commend it to all perfons of fafhion to fubfcribe 
to his propofalft 

S I R, 

I Have long obferved with infinite regret the 
little care that is tallfen, to fupply perfons of 
di(lin£tion vrith proper books for their inftruc- 
tion and amufement; It is no wonder, that they 
(hould be fo averfe to ftudy, when learning is 

rendered 
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rendered fo di(agreeable. Common creatures, 
indeed, as foon as they can fpell, may ))e made 
to read a dull chapter in the Teftament ; after 
which the Whole Duty of Man, or fome other 
ufeleis good book, may be put into their hands ; 
but thefe can never inftrud a man of the world 
to fay fine things to a lady, or to fwear with a 
good grace. AnH>ng a few dirty pedants the 
knowledge of Grnk and Latin may be culti-* 
vated ; but among fine gentlemen thefe are juiUy 
difcarded for Fnnch and IkJkm. Why ihould 
perfons of quality trouble themfelves about Ma*" 
thematics and Philofophy, or throw away their 
time in fcratching circles and triangles on a date, 
and then rubbing them out again ^ All the Al- 
gebra requifite for them to know, is the com* 
bination of figures on the dice ; nor could EucUi 
be of any ufe to them, except he had reprefented 
the moft graceful attitudes in fencing, or drawa 
out the lines of a minuet 

In order to remedy thefe inconveniences, and 
that the erudition of perfons of fafhion may be 
as diiFerent from the vulgar knowledge of the reft 
of mankind as their drefs^ I have formed a pro- 
jefl for regulating their ftudies. An old crabbed 
philofopber once told a monarch, that there was 

no Royal way of learning the Mathematics : 

Firft 
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Firft then, as to the mufty volumes which con- 
tain Greeks Latin^ and the Sciences, (fince there 
is no genteel method of coming at the knowledge 
of them,) I would baniih them entirely from the 
pdlite world, and have them chain^ down in 
univerfity libraries, the only places where they 
can be ufeful or entertaining. Having thus 
cleared the fhelves of this learned lumber, we 
Iball have room to fill them more elegantly. To 
this end, I have collected all fuch books, as are 
proper to be perufed by people of quality ; and 
fhall fhortly make my fcheme public by opening 
an handfome room under the title of the Poliu 
Grcidating Library. Many of my books are en- 
tirely new and original : all the modern novels, 
and moft of the periodical papers fall fo dire£Uy 
in with my plan, that they will be fure to find 
a place in my library ; and if Mr. TowN.fhew^ 
himfelf an encourager of my Scheme, I (hall ex- 
pcd to fee peers and peerefles take up the pen, 
and {bine in the Connoisseur. 

I INTEND in the beginning of the winter to 
publifli my propofals at Jarge, and in the mean 
time, beg you to fubmit the following Specimen 
of my Books to the public. 



CATA- 
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CATALOGUE of HOOKS, &c, 

TTf EvEXATioN, a Romance. 

Tile Complete Cook, by^ Solomon Gundy.- 

The Gentkman's Religion. By a Free-Thinker* 

DiflTertadon on Parties. Or an Efiay on Break- 
ing of Egg^. Addrefled to the Big and Little 
Endians. 

A Defence of Alexander the Coppcrfinith agaitift 
St Paal. By the late Lord Bdingbreke. 

The Practice of Baghios : or the Modem Me* 
thod of Sweating* 

The Ladies Difpenfatory : Containing the moft 
approved Recipes for Tooth -Powders, Lip- 
Salves, Beautifying Lotions, Almond Paftes, 
Ointments for Freckles, Pomatums, and Hy- 
fteric Waters; according to the prefent 
Practice* 

A Defcription of the World; with the Lati- 
tudes of Vaux-Hall, Ranelagh, the Theatres, 
the Opera- Houfe, &c.- calculated for the Me- 
ridian of St* James's. 

A Map 
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A Mi{N of. the Roads, kadiog^ to Tybiim. 'By) 

James Maclean, £(q; kfee Sorvejitor of- the 

High- Ways, 

Y&f on Delicacy. By an Gnfign ^of tbe 6uard»« 

The Art of .DiflferaWiagi Frtun the Frenchi 

ANewWay to pay OM Dbbts. Ftooi an Original^ 
puhltflied .at Berlin. 

The Spirit of Laws. W ith Notes on thfe Okme^ 
Aft, the Jew-BHl, and the Bffl for preventiAg 
Marriages. 

Jargon verfus Common Senfe. By a Bencher 
of Lincoln's Inn. 

Univerfal Arithmetic. Containing Cakulatieto 
for laying the Odds at Horfe-Racing, Cbcking, 
Card-playing, &c. 

Optics, or the Ufe of Operar.Glafles ; with the 
Importance and Benefit of Near-Sightednefs 
coniidered. To which is added, a Diflertatbil* 
on the. portable Pocket Looking-Glafs. 

The Modern Gymn^um. By Brpughton* 

Geometry 
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Geometry made eafy, and adapted to the meaneft 

Capacity* By Nath. Hart, Dancing-Mafto: 

to Grown Gentlemen. 

De Oratore, or the Art of fpeaking on all Sub- 
jcas. By Andrew Mac Broad, F. R. H. S. 
Fellow of the Robin Hood Society, 

A Diflertation on the Miraicle of the Five Loaves. 
By the Baker, Prefident of the iame Society. 

Gmkk upon Deadi s with an Account of die fe* 
veral Diftortions of the Face, and Writhings of 
the Body ; and particular Diredions concerning 
Sighs, Groans, Ohs, Ahs, &c. &c. for the 
Ufe ol Young Adors. 

The Court Regifter ; Containing an exzA Lift of 
idl PuUic D^Sj Routs, Aifenblics, 6cc. where 
apd when kept. 

The Englifhman in Paris. 

The Englifhman returned from Paris. 

.The Whole Duty "of Woman. Difpofcd under 
the Articles of Vifiting, Cards, Mafquerades, 
Plays, Drefs, &c. 

A Diflertation on the Waters of Tunbridge, 
Cheltenham, Scarborough, and the Bath: 

Slewing 
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Shewing their wonderful EfScacy in removing 
the Vapours ; — with Directions how to affift 
their Operations by itfing the Exercife of 
Countrj-Dancing. 

The Traveller'-s Guiiie, or Young Nobleman's 
Vade Mecum. Containing an exa£t Lift of 
the moft eminent Peruke Makers, Taylors, 
and Dancing-mafters, &c. Being the Sum 
of a Gentleman's Experience daring his Tour 
through France and Italyv 

Honour, or the Fafliionable Combat, — Hownflow 
Heath, or the Dernier Re/ort. — The Suicide, 
or the Coup de Grace. — —Tragedies, 

The Virgin UnmaflcU— Mifs in her Teens. — 
The Debauchees. — She would, if fhe could,— 
The Carclefs Hulband. —The Wanton Wife. 
— The Innocent Adultery.—* — Comedies; as 
they are no\^ afling \vith universal Applaufe. 

The True Patriot, a Farce, 

Handeli, Geminiani, Degiardini, Chabrani^ Paf* 
quaii, Pafqualini, Pafierini, Baumgarteni, Gaa« 
dagnl, Frafi, Galli, hem aliorum Harmonio- 
fiffimorum Signororum et Signorarum Opera. 

T. 
Vol. L K Numi. 
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— — Vivimus ambitiofa 
Pauperute. " ■■' -^-^ JuY* 

Alacdy embroidered J powder'' d^ hegpxr-crotid \ 
Haughty y yet even poorer than thefre proud. 

AL1TTIJ5 fhnchmttnf commonly known in 
town by the name of Cdmtiy and whofe 
figure has been long ftuck up in the windows of 
pri(it(bops, was always remarkable for the mean- 
nefs, and at the fame time the foppery of his 
appearance. His fhoes, though perhaps capped 
at the toe^ bad red hec^ to them ; and his ftock* 
iijgs, though often full of boles, were conftaatly 
rolled up over his knees. By good }uck he was 
opce matter of half a guinea j and having a great 
longii;>g ,for a feather to his hait|, a.nd a very 
preffing neceffity for a pair oJF breeches, he de- 
bated with himfelf aboyt thf difpolal of hw mo- 
ney. However, his vanity got the better of his 
neceffity; and the next time the ComU appe^i^ 
in the Mall, by .the prnan^nts of his head, you 
would have imagined him a Beau, and by tbe 
ne^ha part of hi& die6 you wouid h^vn takffkbkn 
for a Heathen Philofopher. 

. TjilE 
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Thb condudl of this Frmchmam^ however ri- 
diculoua, is copied by a multitude of people ia 
tills town. To the feme little pride of defiring 
to appear finer than th^ can afford, are owing 
tbe maivy rufty fuks of Mack, the tyes that ftem 
taken from the baflcet of a ihoeboy, and the 
fmart waiflcoats edged with a narrow cord, 
which fervcs as an apology for lace. I know a 
man of this caft, who has but one coat ; but by 
now and then turning the cuffs, and changing 
the cape, it paflcs for two. He ufes the feme 
artifice with his peruke, which is naturally a kind 
of flowing Bob; but by the occafional addition 
of two tails, it ibmetimes appears as a Major. 
Of diis fort of men are compofed the numcroua 
fraternity of the fhabby-genteel, who are the 
diief fopport of the clothiers in Mmmoutb-Simtf 
and the barbers in ASddU-Row. 

Women are naturally fo fond of ornament^ 
that it is no wonder we ihould meet with (o 
many fecond-hand gentry in that fex. Hence 
arife the red-armed belles that appear in the park 
every Sunday; hence it is, that facks and peterdairs 
may be feen at MoorfieMs and Whiti-Chapil i 
and that diofe, who are ambitious to ihine in 
diaaK>nds, glitter in pafte and Saitch pebbles. 
When I fee the wives and daughters of tradefmen 
K 2 and 
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and mechanics make fuch attempts at finery, I 
cannot help pitying thek poor fathers and huf- 
bands ; and at the fame time am apt to confider 
their drefs as a robbery on the (hop. Thus, when 
I obferve the tawdry gentility of a tallow-chan* 
dier's daughter, I look upon her as hung round 
With Jong fixes, (hort eights, and rufb-lights 1 
and when I contemplate the aukward pride of dreft 
in a butcher's wife, I fuppofe her carrying about 
ber furloins of beef, fillets of veal, and (boulders 
of mutton. I was vaftly diverted with ft difco- 
very I made a few days fmce. Going upon fome 
bufinefs to a tradefman's houfe, I fdrprifed in a 
Tery extraordinary de(habille two females, whom 
I had been frequently ufed to fee (Irangely 
dizened out in the Mall. Thefe fine ladies, it 
feems, were no other than my honeft friend's 
daughters ; and one, who always dreflet the fa* 
mily dinner, was genteely employed in winding 
up the jack, while the other was up to the elbows 
in foap'fuds. 

. A DESIRE of grandeur and magnificence is 
often abfurd in thofe who. can fupport it; but 
when it takes hold of thole, who can fcarcc fur- 
ni(b themfelves with neceflaries, their poverty^ 
inftead of demanding our pity, becomes an ob- 
ject of ridicule. Many families among thofe, 

who 
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who are called middling people, are not content 
without living elegantly as well as comfortably, 
and often involve themfelves in very comical 
^iftrefles. When they aim at appearing grand 
in the eye of the world, they 'grow proportion- 
ably mean and fordid in private. I went die 
ether day to dine with an old friend ; and as he 
ufed to keep a remarkable good table, I was fur- 
prifed that I could fcarce make a meal with him. 
After dinher he rung the bell, and ordered the 
chariot to be got ready at fix y and then turning 
to me with an air of fuperiority, afked if he 
ibould fet me down. Here the riddle was out; 
and I found that hi? equipage, had eat up his 
table, and that he was oblibed to ftarve his fa- 
mily to feed his horfes. 

I A M acquainted at another houfe, where 
the mafter keeps an account againft himfelf* 
This account is exa^y ftated in a large ledger- 
book. What he faves from his ordinary expences 
he places under the title of Debtor, and what 
he runs out is ranged under Creditor. I had 
lately an opportunity of turning over this curious 
accouiit, and could npt help fmiling at many of 
the articles. Among the reft, I remember the 
following, with which I fhall prefqit the reader, 

K 3 DEBTOR. 
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DEBTOR. 

Dined abroad all this week — My Wife ill-^Savy 
no Company — Saved feven Dinners, &c. 

Kept Lent, and faved in Table-Charges the Ex- 
pence of four Weeks. 

Bated from te Baker's BUI Half a Crown. 

Saved in Apparel, by my Family continuing to 
wear Mourning three Months longer than was 
requifite for the Death of an Aunt. 

Received i /. lox. of the Undertaker, in lieu of » 
Scarf, Hatband, and Gloves* 

CREDITOR. 

Went to the Play wMi my Wife and Daughterly 
Sat in the Boxes, inflead of the Gallery, u 
ufual. ■ 'Mfm* To go to no more Phjrs 
Ais Year. 

Jnvic«d Sir CSarks Gpurily and Major Standard to 

Dinoen *—-« Treated with Claret^ and two 

Courfes in order to appear bandfome. AUm. 

, To be denied to every body before Dinner* 

time for thefe next three Weeks. 

Sunday 
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Sunday— mjr Wife had a Rout— Loft at \Vhlft 
thirty Guineas — Card-money received, Fifty 
Shillings — N. B. My Wife muft be ill again. 

Gave at Church to a Brief for a terrible Fire, 
Six-pence.— Charity begins at home. 

I SHOULD be forry to have this mcthdd of 
"ballancing accounts become general. True 
ceconomy does not merely confift in not ex- 
ceeding our income, but in fuch a judicious 
management of it, as renders our whole appear- 
ance equal and confiftent. We (hould laugh at 
a nobleman, who, to fupport the expence of 
running horfes, fhould abridge his fet to a pair ^ 
and, that his jockies might come in firft for the 
plate, be content to have his family dragged to his 
country-feat, like fervant-maids in the Caravan. 
. There are many well-meaning people, who have 
the pride of living in a polite quarter of the town, 
though they are diftreffed even to pay the taxes; 
and nothing is more common than to fee one par- 
ticular roon) in an houfe furniihed like a palace, 
while the reft have fcarce the neceflary accommo- 
dations of an inn. Such a condu£l appears to me 
equally ridiculous with that oi xht FrencbmanyyAio 
(according to (he jeft) for the lake of wearing 
ruffles, is contented to go without a (hirt. 

K 4 Thi» 
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This endeavour to appear grander than our 
circumftances will allow, is no where fo con- 
temptible as among thofe men of pleafure about 
town, who have not fortunes in any proportion 
to their ijpirit. Men of quality ha^e wifely con* 
trived, that their fins {hould be expenfive : for 
which reaibn thofe, who with equal tafte have 
lefi money,, are obliged^to be ceconomifts in their 
fins, and are put to many little fbifts to appear to- 
lerably profl^te and debauched. They get a 
knowledge of the names and faces of the moft 
noted women upon town, and pretend an inti- 
mate acquaintance with them ; though they know 
none of that order of ladies above the draggle- 
tailed proftitules, who walk the Strand. .They 
talk very familiarly of the Kin^i^Arms^ and are 
in raptures with Mrs. Allan*s claret j though they 
always dine fnugty at a chop-houfe, and ilpend 
their evening at an aIe-hou(e or cyder -cellar. 
The moft ridiculous charaSer I know of this fint 
is a young fellow, the fon of a rich tobacconift in 
the city, who (becaufc it is the fafliion) has taken 
a girl into keeping. He knows the world better 
than to fet her up a chariot, or let her have mo- 
ney at her own difpofal. He regulates her 
cxpences with the niceft ceconomy, employs 
every morning in fetting down what is laid out 
iipon her, and very ferioufly takes an account of 
' ' ' rolls 
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rolls and'butter» two-penoe— for ribbtnd, one 
ihiUing and four-pence — pins, an half-pennjr, 
&c. &c. Thus does he reconcile his extra- 
Tagance and frugality to each other ; and is at 
penurious and exad as an ttfurery that he may 
be as genteel and wicked as a lord. 

O. 



Numb, XXVL rburfdaj^ Jutf 25, 1754. 

Hie dies vere mihi feftus atras 

Eximet curas. ' H R. 

Of aU the days are inihi xviikf 

I dearly love ha one day i 
Jndtbat^s the day^ that comes betweeny 

A Saturday and Mottderft. 

Old^ BalitAd* 

A Gentleman of my acquaintance lately 
laid before me an eftimate of the con* 
fumption of bread, and cheefe, cakes, ale, &c. 
in all the little towns near London every Sunday, 
n is incredible-how many thoufand buns are de» 
vouted in that one day at Cbelfea znd Paddington. 
and how much beer is fwallowed at J/Engton and 
Mik'End. Upon the whole I was vaiUy enter- 
K:$ taincd 
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tnocd vkha review of tbii cftimate; atid cottU 
not help approving theobfervaiioft of ?jiit Brmmf 
«< that the SdAath ts a very fine inftitution, fince 
^ the very faitakkig k ts the fuppoit of half the 
^ villages about tow oKlioptdfo.*' 

Our common people are very obfervant of 
that part of the commandment, which enjcnnar 
them to do no. manner of work on that day ; and 
which they alfo fcem to utderftand ad « licence 
to devote it to pleafute. They take this oppor- 
tunity of thrufting their heads into the pillory at 
Gforgia^ being fworn at Highgate^ and rolling 
down Flam/iead Hilly in the park at Gremwicb. 
As they all aim at going into tbt country^ no* 
thing can be a greater misfortune to the meaner 
part of the inhabitants oi London and Wtjlndnftir^ 
than a rainy Sunday : and how many honeft 
peo^e would be baulked of a ride once a week, 
if the legiflator was to limit the hired one-horfe 
chsdfes working on that day to a certain number, 
as well as the hackney coaches ? 

The fubftantial tradefman is wheeled down to 
his fnug Box ; which has nothing rural about it 
except the ivy that over-runs the fronts and is 
placed as near to the road fide as poffible, where 
the pleafure of feeing carriages pafs under his 

window, 
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window, amply oompenlkes for Ms bring iknoft 
fmodicred with. 6a&* The few fmait prentices, 
who are able to fit an horfe, may be feen ({Hirritig 
dieir broken*wihded haci^ up the biUs : and the 
good-natured hufband, together with his mate, is 
dragged along the road to the envy and admira- 
tion of the fbot fafleoger) who (10 compleat the 
Sunday pidare) trudges patiently with a child in 
one arm, while his belov«4 doxy leans on the 
other, and waddles at bis fide fweltering beneath 
the unufual weight of an hoop-petticoat 

It is not to be fuppofed, that the country has 
in itfelf any peculiar attradive charms to thofe, 
who think themielves out of the worlds if th^ 
are not within the found of Bow Bell. To moft 
of our cockneys it ferves only as an excufe for 
eating and drinking $ and they get out of town, 
merely becaufe they have nothing to do at home, 
A brick-kiln fmells as fweet to them as a farm- 
yard ; they would pafs by a bam or an hay-fiack 
without notice^ but they rejoice at the. fight of 
every hedge alp^houfe^ that promifes good home- 
brew'd. As the re& of a cit';s life is regiJar and 
uniform, his Sunday diverfions have as little va- 
riety I and' if be was to take a journal of them, 
we might fiippofe that it would fun mudi in the 
following manner. 

K 6 SUNDAY 
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SUNDAY— Ovcrflcpt myfclf— Did not rife 
'till nine— Wis a full hour in pulling on my new 
double channell'd pumps — Could get no break- 
fuft, my wife being bufy in dreffing ber&If for 
cburch. 

At ten— Family at church— Self wstted to 
Mother J^A^-Cs^'s—^finoked half a pipe, and drank 
a pint cl the Alderman's. N. B, The beer not 
fo good as at the jfdam and Eve at Pancras. 

Dined at one— Pudding not boiled enough^ 
fuet mufty— Wife was to drive me in an one- 
hoorfe chair to fee Mother ffyTs at Enfield- 
Wajb^ but it looked likely to rain — ^Took a nap 
and pofted feven pages from my day-book, 'till 
five* Mem. Colonel Promife has toft his dec* 
tion, and is turned out of his place,— To arreft 
him to-morrow. 

At fix — Mrs. Deputy to drink tea with my 
wife"^! hate their flips flops — Called on my 
neighbour the Coihmon-CounciI*Man, and took 
a walk with him at Ifltngton. . 

From feven to eight — Smoked a pipe at the 
Q^U^ eat an heart-cake, and drink two pints 
of cyder. JV. B. To drink cyder o/ten, bc- 

caufe 
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cauic neighbour tells tne it is good for the ftone 
and graveL 

At nine — Got to town again, very much fe- 
tigued with the journey — ^Pulled off my claret 
coloured coat', and blue fattin waiffcoat — Went 
to club, fmoked three pipes, came home at 
twelve, and fiept very foundly, 'till the prentice 
trailed me to go and take out a writ againft 
Colonel Promfe. 

4 

As to perfons of quality, like Lady Lovende 
in, the farce, they cannot fee why one day flioutd 
be more holy than another : therefore Sunday 
wears the fame face with them, as the reft of the 
week. Accordingly, for fome part of this fum- 
mer, Ranelagh was opened on Sunday evenfngs ; 
and I cannot help wondering, that the cuftom 
did not continue. It muft. have been very con- 
venient to pafs away the time th^re, 'till th^ 
hour of meeting at the card-taUe; and it w^ 
certainly more decent to fix affignations there^ 
than at church. 

Going to church may, indeed, be reckoned 
among our Sunday amufements, as it is made a 
miKt matter of diverfion among many well- 
meaning people,, who are induced to appear in 

a place 
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a piac^ of uiorftip from the &me motives, that 
diey frequent other public places. To ibme it 
anfwers all the purpofes of a rout or aflemUy, — 
to fee and to feen by dieir acquaintance; and 
from then- bows^ nodsy €urt*iies» and loud coih> 
yerCsitions, one mighl coodude, that tbejr itta^ 
gined tbemlelves in a drawic^-ioom. To othem 
k affords the cheap pppprmoky of (hewing their 
tofte for drefs. Not a few, I believe, are drawn 
together in our cathedrals and IsMiger chuicfaes bjr 
the influence of the mufic rather than the prayers^; 
and are kept awake by a jig from die oiigaa^oft,^ 
diough they arq lulled to ileep by the hars^igue 
from the pulpit.. A well difpofed Qiriftian will 
go a mile from his own houfe to the Temple- 
Church, not becaufe a SberUci is to preach,, but 
to hear a Solo from Siankji. 

.: But finovt^ going «(» ichurch may be deemed 
41 kind of aflMfesKnt, yet iip(6ii modem principles 
k.appeacs foch a Very odd one, ^at I am at a 
MA to account for the reafem, which induced 
our anceflors to give into that method of paflbig 
their Sunday. At leafl it is fo wholly incompa- 
tible with the polite fyftem of life, that a pexfon 
offalbioa (as afl&irsare now managod) finds it 
abfdutely impoffiUe t^ comply vdthtbit praiSice. 
Then agai^, the ktwkt alwayii begins at fuch 

unfafliionable 
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ttnfa&ionabkbottis, that in tke morning ^ fiiatr 
nmft huddle on hts cloatfas, ltke«) boy to nin ta 
&hool» and in an iifternoon muft inevitably g& 
without his dinner. In order to remove ai tbefe 
folje^tioas, and ihatfome Ritual may be eftafaTiffaed 
,ki this hing^onlt agreeable to our inclinatioiiSy. 
.aoi;l confident with our {kradfce^ the foUomig 
ScMEMP bftS'beca latdy fent me, m order toMt- 
mit it to the ferious confideration of the pahUc 

Imprhmsy It is humbly propofed, that Chrif- 
tiftnity be cnth^ly aboliihfed by Aft of Parfia- 
inent, and that no other religion be tmpofed on 
Us in ifs ftead ; but as the age grows daily morje 
and tnore enlightened, we may at laft be qu& 
delivered from ^ the influence of fuperftition and 
bigotry. 

Sicondfyj That in order lo prevent our ever 
rdapiing Into pious errors^ and ihat the common 
people miay not lofe their holiday, every Sunday 
be fet apart to commemorate our viiSbry ovar 
all religion ; that the Churches be turned ^into 
Free-thinking Meeting-Houfes, and difcourfes 
read in them to confute ,|He <lo£h'iqe^of a future, 
ftate, the immortality of the foul, and other abr 
Turd notions, which fo»e people now r^rd as 
objects of helief. 

nirdfy. 
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nrJfy^ That, a Ritual be compiled exadly 
( eppoTiCe to our pre&nt Liturgy ; and that, in- 
ftead of reading portions of Scripture, the firft 
and fecood lefibm fliail coniift of a fe&ion of 
the Pofthumous Works of Lord Bd&ngbroke^ or 
of a few pages from the writings of Spimxa^ 
CbMf Ahmtdmllij HMs^ CoUms^ TttuUd^ &c 
-from vTbich Writers the preachers fhall alfo take 
their U3it^ 

Rurihfy^ That the ufual Feafls and Fafts, 
VIZ. Chriftmas Day, Eafter Sunday^ Trinity 
Sunday, &c. be ftill preferved ; but that on thoie 
days difcourfes be delivered fuitable to the occa«- 
fion, containing a refutation of the Nativit]^, the 
RefurrcSion, the Trinity, 5cc, 

Fijfthfyy That inftead of the vile melody of a 
clerk bawling out two ftaves of Stimhold and 
JhpHns^ or a cadiedral choir finging anthems 
from the pfalter, fome of the moft fafhionable 
cantatas, opera airs, fongs, or catches, be per- 
formed by the befr voices for the entertainment 
of the company*. 

Lqftif^ That the whole fervice be condu£ted 
With fuch tafte and elegance, as may render thefe 
Free-thinking Meeting-Houfes as agreeable as the 

Theatres; 
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Theatres ; and that they may be even more judi- 
cioufly calculated for the propagation of athetim 
and infidelity^ than the Robin Hood Society^ or 
the Oratory in Clan Markit. 



Numb. XXVIL Thurjday^ Auguft ly 1754. 

Barbara^ Celarent^ Darii, Ferio, Baraliptonr 
Words JiiU offouni^ but qmU divoid offtnfe* 

IT it a heavy tax upon authors, that they fhouM 
always be expe&ed to write fenfe; Some few 
indeed, who are rich in fentiment, pay this tax 
very cbearfuUy; but the generality endeavour 
one way or another ta etude it For this purpofe 
ibme have moulded their pieces into- the form of 
wings, axes^ eggs, and altars; while* others have 
laced down the fide of a copy of veries with the 
letters of their miftrefs^s name, and called it an 
acroftic : not to mention the curious iaveatiMis 
of rebuflies and anagrams. For the (ame reafeos, 
the modern fong-writers for our public gardens, 
who are our principal love-poets at prefent, en^ 
tertain us with fonnets and madrigals in Crambo. 
Authors, who promife wit, pay us oS with puns 

and 
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and quibbles ; and with our writers of comedy, 
long fwords, (hort jerkins, and tables with caf- 
peti over them, pafs for incident and humour. 

But no artifice of this fort has been fo often 
and fo fuccefsfully praflifed, as the immoderate 
ufe of uncouth t«rm» and cxpreffions* Words 
that mean nothing, provided they found big, and 
fill the ear, are the beft fuccedaneum for fenfe. 
Nothing fo effectually anfwers Mr. Bayes's en- 
deavour to elivatt and fwfrlf§ ; and the reader, 
though he fees nothing but ftraws float on the 
furfacej candidly fuppofes, that there are pearls 
and diamonds at the bottom* Several dull au- 
iborc, by availing chemfehres of thit fecrec, have 
paflcd for very deep writers ; and arrant nonfenfe 
has as often laid iaugly beneath hard words, as a 
ihalJow pate beneath the fokmn appearance of a 
lull-bottomed periwig* 

Thosb, who are employed in what they caS 
abftrad fpeculatkms, moft commonly have re- 
^XHirfe to this method. Their diifatattons are 
.aaturally expc^jed to illuftrate and explain ; but 
this is fometimes a ta(k above their abilities : and 
-vrhen they have ted the reader into a maze, from 
.which they cannot deliver him, they very wifely 
ikewUder him the more. This is the cale with 

thofe 
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diofe profound writei3, who hare treated coq- 
oerning the eflence of matter, who t^lk very 
gravely of cuppeityy tabUity^ tallow-candUiiy^ and 
twenty other things with as much found and as 
little fignification. Of thcfe. we may ^ftxy well 
(ay with the poet. 

Such laboured nothings infijlrangi uJiiU^ 
, JmazitV mle4im%mtdmahib€karnidfnttle^ 

PoPi. 

No mode of expreflion thrown fuch an impe«^ 
oetraUe mift over a work) as an unneceflkry pro- 
fiifioct of Technical Terms* This will appear 
very plainly to thofe, who wSl turn over a few 
pages of any modern coUefUon of voyages. De- 
scriptions of a ftorm make (bme of the iintft and 
moft ftriking pai&ges in the beft poets ; and it is 
for tbeie in particular, that Loitgimu admass the 
04(ff!y* The real circumftances of a ftorm are 
in themfelves, without the aid of poetical orna- 
ments, very affe^ng ; yet whoever reads an ac- 
count of them in any of our writers of voyages,, 
will be fo puzzled and perplexed with Stsrhcard 
and LariMrdi the Main^nu^ and A^tzen-^nu^i 
and a multitude of Sea*terms, diat he wjU not 
be the leaft moved at the diftrefs of the (hip's 
<iew« The abfitrdity of diis did not.^icape Swifts 
, . who 
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who has ridiculed it by a mocic defcripticn of the 
fiune kind in his Gulkuer. Thofe, who treat milf- 
taiy fubjefls, are equally ridiculous: they oveiv 
whelm you with Counter/carps^ Palifades^ Bafttom^ 
ice. and fo fortify their no-meaning with hard 
words, that k is abfolutely fmpoffible to Vent 
them out of their intrenchments. Such writers, 
who abound in Technical Terms, always put* me 
in mind o( Ignoramuf m the play, who courts his 
m^efs out of the law-di£tionary, runs over a 
long catalogue of the meflfuages, lands, tenements, 
barns, outhoufes, &c. of which he will put her in 
pofieffion, if (he will jjoin ijfui with hihi, and 
.manifefts his paiSon^ in the &me manner that he 
would draw up a leafe.. 

This afitfbtion is never more ofienfive, tfian 
when it gets into the pidpit,> The. greater part 
of almoft every audience that fits under our 
preached, are ignorant and illiterate, and fliould 
therefore have every thing delivered to them in 
as plain, fimple, and intelligible a manner as 
pebble. Hard words, if^they have any meaning, 
can only ferve to make thein ftare ; and they can 
never be edified by what they do not underftand. 
Young clergymen^ jufi; oome from the univerfity, 
are proud of (hewing the world, that they have 
been reading the Fathers,, and are fond of enter^ 

i ing 
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ing on the moft at^ufe points of divinity. But 
tbey would employ thdr time' more to their own 
credit,[as well as the improvement of their hearers* 
if they would rather endeavour to explain and 
inforce the precepts of the Apoftles and Evaa- 
gelifts, than retail the confufed bypothcfes of 
crabbed metaphyficians. 

As to Eflays, and all other pieces that come 
under the denomination of Camiliar writings, one 
would imagine, that they muftneceflarily.be writ- 
ten in the eafy language of nature and common- 
fenfe. No writer can flatter himfelf, that his pro- 
ductions will be an agreeable part of the equipage 
of the tea-table, who writes dmoft too abftrufely 
for the ftudy^ and involves his thoughts in hard 
words and a^c£led latinifms. Yet this has been 
reckoned by many the ftandard ftile for thefc 
loofe detached pieces. jUdifin was proud that 
he coiild boaft, of having drawn learning out of 
fchools and colleges into clubs and coffec-houfes, 
as 'Socrates was faid to draw morality from the 
clouds to dwell among men : but thefe people 
(as Lord Bolingbroke pretends to fay of the fame 
Sacrat£s) mount the clouds thcmfclves. TJfis new- 
fangled^ manner of delivering our fentinients is 
called writin g found fenfe : and if I find this mode 
fccms likely to prevail, I fhall certainly think it 

expedient 
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expedient to give into i^ and very (ocMenly obI%e 
the world with a Connoisseur tofenfiUe^ ^t 
ft will be fanpoffible to tiaderftand ih 

But hard words and uncouth ways of expreffing 
ourfelves never appear with fo ill a grace, as in 
our common convcrfation. ^In writing we ex- 
pert fome degree of exa^efs and precifion ; but 
if even there they feem harih and difagreeable, 
when they obftruft the freedom of our familiar 
chat, they either make us laugh, or put us out 
of patience. It was imagined by the ancients, 
that things were called by one name among aK>r- 
tals, and by another among the Gods : In like 
manner fome gentlemen, who would be ac- 
counted fine-fpoken perfons, difdain to noen* 
tion the moft trivial matters in the fame terms 
with the reft of the world ; and fcarce enquire 
how you do, or bid you good-morrow, in any 
phrafe that is intelligible. It always puts me in 
pain to find a lady give Into this pra£lice : If ihe 
makes no blunder, it fets very ungracefully upon 
her : but it is ten to one, that the rough un^ 
couth fyllables, that form tHefe words, are too 
harfh and big for the pretty creature's mouth j 
and then (he maim^ them and breaks them to her 
life fo whimfically, that one can fcarce tell whether 
(he is talking French or Englijb, I (hall make no 

more 
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more reflations on this fubjeft at prefent> but 
concIiMle my paper with a fliort'ftory* 

A MERRY fcHoWi who was formerly of the 
timv^fity* going through C^mtrulfd ona JQumey^ 
took it into his head te call on his old tutor. As 
it is no great wonder> that pedantry ihould be 
found in a college, the tutor lifed to lard his con- 
verfatiorf with numberlefs h^rd words and forced 
<lerivations from the Latin. His pupil, who had 
a mind to banter the old gentkman on his dar- 
Ung foible, when he vifitc^ him» entered bii 
<:hambers with an hi\ge di<Sionary under )iis 
arm. The firft compliments were fcarce over, 
before the tutor bolted oo^ a word big enough for 
the mouth of Garagentua. Here the pupil begged 
th^t he would ftop a little ; and after turning 
9ver his di^onary defined him to proceed. The 
legrtied gj^ntlemaa went on> and the pupil feemed, 
to liftep with grcat^«ttention, till another word 
c^m€ out as hard a» th^ former, zt which he agai^ 
interrupted hiln,.a,Dd again had recourfe to bjs^ 
dli^ftary . --^This. appears to me the only way of 
QCg^ifirfeng with peifons of ib pompous an elocu- 
ticHi ; unlefs we convert the orators tticmfeivc% 
into Lexicons to intierpr^t.^eir o^n ph^afes, by 
troubling them to reduce the m^anipg of |heir 
fine fpeeches into plain Mngli/k 

O Numb. 
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Sequar atris ignibus abfcns. 



Omnibiw umbra locis adero, dabis impr^be poenas« 

VlUG. 
. Tlxm u thy crime Jhdlt feel the venieance due : 
JVith belt* i Mack fires for ever FUperfue 5 
In every place my injured Jhade JhaU rife^ 
JndCo}iSCiB.^ctfiiUprefent me to thy eyes. 

TOM DARE-DEVIL, who was fo 
much fupcrior to the reft of our Bucks 
that he gained the appellation of Stag, finiflitd 
a courfe of continual debaucheries, and was car- 
ried off laft week by a phrenetic fever. I hap* 
pened to be prefent at his laft moments ; and the 
remembrance of him ftill dwells fo ftrongly on 
my mind, that I fee htm, I hear him, in all the 
agonies of defpair, ftarting, trembling, and ut- 
tering the moft horrid execrations* His confci- 
ence at the approach of death had conjured up 
before him '* ten thoufand devib with their red- 
hot fpits, ^ who aiTumed the Ihapes of all tbofe 
whom he had injured, and <* came hiffing on 
« him" to retaliate their wrongs. ** Save me, 
" fave'me," he would cry, " from that bleed- 
•* ing form. — He was my friend — but I run hinj 
'* through the heart in a auarrel about a whore." 

~ •« Take 
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^— ** Take away that old fellow— He would have 
*' carried u» to the round-houfe-i-I knocked him 

^ down with his own ftaff, but I did not 

" think the poor dog would have died by it." 
When the nurfe offered him a draught to take 
« Why, faid he, will you ply me with Cham- 
*« pagnef— 'tis a damnable liquor, ztid I'Jl drink ' 
« no mor^ of it." In one of his lucid intervah 
he grafped my hand vehemently, and burfting 
into tears, " Would to God, faid he, I had 
<< died twenty years ago." At length his un- 
willing foul parted froni the body j and the laft 
words we heard A;om him were a faint ejacula- 
tion to hii Maker, \»*om he had blafphemed 
all bis life. His (hocking exit made me refle<a 
x>n that fine paflage in the Scriptures, '*. Let spe 
^^ die the death of the righteous, and let my lat- 
** ter end be like his." 

The behaviour of this unhappy wretch af- 
forded a dreadful inftance of the truth of that 
maxim. There is m hell like a troubled con^' 
fdence. «« There needs, indeed, no ghoft to tell 
^' us this :"— But it were to be wiflied, that the 
confcience of every living reprobate could work 
on his imagination in the fame manner, and raife 
rUp fuch horrid apparitions to torment him. 
Where is the wretch fo hardened, who would - 

Vol; I L not 
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not bedifmayed-st'CbdbUin'niis? Or who cotild 
perfevere in a^emitfe dtwMat&ndki.vAv&etcftrj 
fre(h oflfence vfwM jcreste ^a -new 6uy to haunt 
liim for his crimes f 

Let us, for'tnihitice, fake a ^Tidw of the moft 
glaring circwsftances^in die life of that arcfa-iA- 
Mel Tom DA«ts-iicvni. : iind kt us at the i«me 
time conceive (if pddlble) vhat -pangs he nuift 
have felt, had every * flagitious «£l been attended 
^th the fame [ihantoavs that fUAraded hiip on 
his death-bed. FiiA 'tbm:, let ais .coateosplate 
-him as a parricide ; (of b he may Jiei catted, who 
by repeated dif(4iedfence hooke .the heart of a 
moft dfis^onate £iidier» Could t filial ingcadtade 
deceive a fliarperpum&fiiem/dKm in the midft 
of bb debaudleriestO'faavediistfatiherxonttfiitaHy 
before his eyes, expof^ulatiitg wth I ham on his 
unnatural behaviour F ** O my fon, (might he 
have heard hhn fey) *«(wa» it for thisthat thy 
-^ mother, who died in giving Alee iife^ begged 
«< me widi her laflri)rcadi to be kind to the boy ? 
« Was it far this diat the country 'rung .with 
••* joy for my bemgi4eflkd'mdi an-hdcl— O my 
^* child, who can I iMWvicall my heir 2 That 
'^* cftaie, which I was £> '£>UicitDu$ toiioiprow 
^ for thy feke, is dtffipated lamong jotkeysy 
'** pmMers, pi^ps, and jnoftitutes*'-*— -If .you 

« ihould 
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*' ibould ever have a fpn, ipay His ingratitude 
** never make you think of me." ^ 

Xp M, indeed, took care never to have any 
vexation from children: He had too great. a fpi- 
rit to bear the ihackles of matrimony, and lived 
in a ftate of celibacy atpong bagqios. Some- 
tinges he made inrgads on private life, and dif- 
turbed the p^ace of families by debauching ihe 
wives and daughters of his acquaintance. Ainong 
other gallant exploits, he decoyed up to town the 
daughter of a country gentleipan, >vhere he ru- 
jned her, and then left her to linger under an in- 
famous difeafe. At length the fruits of his amour 
appeared in a child, which jfoon perifhed wjth 
it*s unhappy parent in a public hofpital. By the 
.lame magic of the fancy let us raife up this poor 
girl with the infant jn her larms, while he is 
wantonning among his doxies, and. lording it like 
.a bafliaw over, the vaffals of \{\^ luft. What r^- 
jXK>rfenutft this yUl^n.bave felt, co^Id he hdv^e 
in^agined her toj^ve addrefTed bim in the fol* 
Ipwwg terms I . ^ , '' BeboM jin fhe loathforTfe 
«* csiX^t of this babe the irpagc pf thyfelf ; foyj, 
«^ rptl^en, and corrupt. — ? — How could I fufFer 
** fo ^^on^^nptible a creature. to draw.ijie frpm 
-*• the .^pmfortable protedion of. my parents ?rr- 
<« Jt'Was juft,.in^ed, t^latXfllould fall a viflipi 
La *' to 
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'^ to my folly : But was this difeafed infant 

^* quickened only to proclaim my difhonour 

** and thy infamy ? —Why hadft thou yet 

** the power left to propagate milery even to 

*« the innocent? 

Tom had often fignalized himfelf as a duellift t 
His confcience, as we have already mentioned, 
upbraided him at his dying moments with the 
murder of a particular friend. He had once ill 
luck at cards ; and being irritated with his lofTes, 
and fufpe<5iing foul play on the part of his anta- 
gonift, he took him by the nofe, which confe- 
quently produced a challenge; He is h^Jlening - 

to the field of battle : but he fancies himfelf 

followed by the Manes of his friend, whom on 
the fame unhallowed ground he had lately facri- 
ficed to that idol Honour. He hears him call 

«« Turn, madman, turn, and look on Me. 

<♦ You may remember with what reluctance 

*< I met you ^You forc^ me to the combat— 

•« and I was even pleafcd, that the viflory was 
** yours. You deprived me of life in an idle 
•* quarrel about a creature, whom, at your return 
** from the murder of your friend, you deteddd 

« in the arms of another. It was Honour, 

,** that induced you to wound the bofom of oAe 
** you loved : -—-The fame Honour now calls 

<« yott 
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*^ you to give a fellow^ whom you defpife, an 
** opportunity to retaliate the injury done to me. 
<« ——What folly is it to put your life into the 
** hands of a fcoundrel, who you fufpe£l has al- 
** ready robbed you of your fortune ? ■ But 
'* go on, and let your degth rid the world of a 
*< monfter, who is defperate enough to put his 
«* own life on the hazard, and wicked enough to 
«* attempt that of another/' -: — It happened, 
however, that Tom had no occafion for fuch a. 
monitofi as the perfon whom he went to meet 
proved as great a coward, As he was a cheat ', 
and our hero, after waiting a full hour in his 
pumps, and parrying with the air, had no othe» 
revenge for the lo& of bis money, than the fatis* 
fitdion of polling him for a fcoundrel* 

Though the hero of our ftory was cut off in 
the prime of his life, yet he may be faid, like 
Niftofi to have outlived three generations. All 
the young fellows of fpirit were proud to be en- 
rolled in the lift of his companions ; but as their 
conftitutions were more puny than his, three 
fets of them had dropt into the grave, and left 
him at the head of the fourth. He would often 
boaft of the many promifin^ geniufes, who had 
fallen in the vain attempt of keeping pace wiA 
him in the various fcenes of debauchery. In this 
L 3 light 
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li^t we may c6nfider him as an accelTary to fo 
many Wanton murders. By the operation of his" 
confciettce, at every mvern door he might have 
met with an acquaintance to bar his paflage ; ^d' 
in the midft of hisf jollity, like Macbeth^ he might 
Hare daflied iwm his gkfs^ ai^d imagined th&tfhe' 
few a departed friend filling the' vacant chair. 

From the nature of ttiefafls, which have aK 
rtiady been recorded of Tom Dare-devil, die 
reader will eafily conclude, that he muft have beerf 
an Atheifl. No creature, who believed in 4 
Supreme Being, could have afled fo vilely td- 
wards his fellow-creatures. Tom was prefid^ftf 
of an abominable club, who met together ewSTf 
Sunday night to utter the moil horrid bJai^MikSft* 
The members of this moft fcandalous fociety 
mXxfi have beard of the manner of their gpeaf tu- 
tor's death : Let u* imagtee thbreforei tha* 

tliey could figure to therfifelves his ghbft appeaN 
ing to* thein, warning tliei!i of their errors^ ancF 
exhorting them to repcne. They might conceive 
him fetting ft)rth, in the moft pathetic manner^ 
the confequences of their fdly, and declaring to^ 
tbem» how cot^vinced he noW Was of the certainty' 
6f thofe dof^rines, which they daily rkKculedv 
Such an apparition would^ indeed, have an etkQ^ 
upon common finiiers ; but in all probability a 

thorough- 
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thorough- paced infidel would not to be reclaimed^ 
even ^* though one rofe frocn thix dead.'' 

What I have here fuppofed might have been 
the cafe of one pafticolar repmbrate, is in the 
power of every perfon to put in pradlice for him- 
felf. Nothing, is a furer inftance of the good- 
nefs of the Creatoi^, than that delicate inward 
feeling, fo ftrongly imprefled pn every reafonable 
creature. This internal fenfe, if duty attende4 
-tOi, and diligently cheriflied and kept alive, would 
check the finner in his career, and make hin\ 
look back with horror oa his crimes. An an- 
cient is commended for wifliing,. ^^ that he had 
** a window in his hreaft, thut every OJic might 
** fee into, it :** But it ia certainly of more con-? 
f<K;^ence to keep ouc&Ives free from the rcproacix 
of our own hearts,, than from the evil opiiuons^of 
Qthers« We ihould* therefore confidcr Confciencct 
as a Mirrour> in which every one may (^ himfelf 
refle£led, and in which cnreiy action is reprefeQte4 
ill it's proper coloursi. 

O. 
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NuMB.XXIX. Tburfiay^Auguft x^^iT^/^. 

Gaudent fcribentes, et fe venerantur. 

Hoiu 

From Self iach fcribblir adoration draws^ 
And gathers incenfefrom hU own applaufe* 

THAT there is a vanity inherent in every 
author muft be confef^, whatever pains 
they may take to conceal it from the reft of man* 
ymi. For my oMm part, I readily acknowledge^ 
that I am always wonderfully delighted with my 
own produ<^on8. I ihatch up the favourite (beets 
wet from the prefs, and devour every iyllable;' 
not the lead particle efcapes my notice; and I 
dwell with admiration on the beauties of an ex- 
preflive and or emphatical the. If every reader' 
was to pay the fame attention to my works, or 
perufe diem with half the fattsfadton, Mr.' 
Town might be fairly pronounced the greateft 
author of the age. JBut I am afraid I fhall fcarce 
find another, who will fo heartily join in the good 
opinion I have conceived of myfelf ; and many a 
choice fentiment, many a culled expreffion, 
which I have repeated to myfelf over and over 
again with extafy, has by others perhaps been 

as 
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as haftily hurried over, as any common article 
in a news- paper. 

Ak author, who is ever big with the idea of 
his own importance, will gather matter for fclf- 
flattery from the moft trivial circamftances. On 
the mornings^ of publication I have- fometimts 
made it my bufmefe to go round the coffee- 
houfes,* in order to receive whatever incenfe of 
praife I could colleft from th^ approbation of my 
readers* My heart you may imagine has bounded 
with joy, when I have heard the room ^cho with 
calling for the Connoisseur : but how has it 
funk again, when I have found the fame tokens 
of efteem fhewn to a brother writer ! I could have 
bugged any honeft fellow, that has chuckled 
over my performances, and pointed out my g6od 
things i but I have been no lefs chagrined, when 
I have feen a cqjccomb coolly take up my paper, 
f(}uint over the firft page, and throw it down 
again with all the indifFerence imaginable : 
though, indeed, I have never failed within myfelf 
to pronounce of fuch a perfon, that he' is dull, 
ignorant and illiterate. I once happened to be- 
fcated in the next box to two noted critics, who 
were looking over the file- of my papers, and 
feemed particularly pjeafed with feveral pares of 
them. 1 immediately conceived a very high opi- 
h 5 nion 
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nkSnfofthtirtaflfand judgOMftt: I rUffMrked with 
lingular fatisfa£Hon the tBtSt^ Whidi mjr ^h 
and humour had on their countenances ; and as 
they turned avtf the pugttf I hnagihed F cou!d 
point out the v^ry pafl^^i', which p^vdkfed theil* 
frequently t6 (ttAldi and fefAetitee^ 16 burft into 
a loud laugh i As foon as thej w^re gi3ne, I 
feised the file ; wheil k) ! to my great morttfica'^ 
tlon, I found they had bech heading, nut rhy 
own admirable wotks^ but €kt liicubi^fions <^ 
a brother effayift* 

Mt vanity has often prortipted me to wHb^ 
that I could aecomiiahy tiiy papers, wherefoeVer 
they am circulated. I flatter myfelF I (houhi then 
be mtrodticed to the pdlittft men of quality, and 
admitted tn^ the clofets of oar fineft ladks. This 
confideration Would ddt&tle6 make me vain of 
ntyfelf : but my pride wo^ld be fooh checked by 
refle£!ing farther, that werfe 1 obliged to foBovT 
n^ papers afterwards thik>ugh atl their travels 
and mirtiitbn^, t dioutd certainly undergo the 
(hame of feekig m«ny of them proftit^tfed to thfe^ 
vlleft puFpofes. If in one place I might he pleafed 
to find them the entertainment of the tesf-taMe^ 
in another I fljould be no lefii Vex^ to fee thrMA 
degraded to the bafe leflke of fticking up cand!es. 
Such k the fxtality attending thdb leofe {hte%9$^ 

ihaii 
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that though at th'eif firft pnUicatioQthey may be 
thought as precious as the SifyPs leaves^ the next 
moment they may be thrown afide as no better 
than a kft year's almanack. 

EvEH flaip« my &A appearance m a fiieet an4 
kalf^ I havfe felt g^at uneafmef^ on account of 
thp rude treatment which my worjks have beett 
fiibjea to ip then: prpfciat form* I turned off my 
printer for a very heinous^ affront offered to my 
delicacy, having deteded fome fou] proofe of mj 
firft numbers lodged in a verjf unf^emly place ^ 
and I almoft came to an open ruptHre with my 
publlflier, becaufe hh wife bad converted a 
fUpernumerary balf-£beet into a thread-paper. .A 
lady, whofe fenie and beanty I hs4 always ad** 
mired, forfeited my eileem ^ onee» by cutting 
out a pattern for a cap fipm on« of my papers j^ 
and a young fdlow^ who had ^oken very hand-> 
fomely of one of my ^ifi^ys, entirely loft the good 
opinion I had conceived of bim^ by defiling the 
blank margin with a filthy lift of foul fhirts and 
rfirty ftockings. The repeated abufes of illiterate 
bakers, paftry-cooks, and chandlers, I know I am- 
condemned to foffijr in common with other mor- 
tal^ writer?. It was ever the^r privilege to prey 
indifcfiminately on all authors good or bad : and 
as poKticians, wits, free-thinkers, and divines, 
may have their duft mingled in flie feme piece of 
h, 6 ground). 
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'ground, fo may their works be jumbled together 
in the lining of the fame trunk or band box. 

One inftance may indeed be brought, in 
which I am ufed to hail as a lucky omen the 
damages that my papers appear to have fuflained 
in their outward form and complexion. Widi 
what raptures have I traced the progrefs of my 
fame, while I have contemplated my numbers in 
the public cofFee-houfes ftrung upon a file, and 
fwelling gradually into a little volume ! By the 
appearance which they make, when thus col- 
le^d, I have often judged of the reception they 
have fingly met with from their readers: I have 
conftdered every fpeck of dirt as a mark of repu- 
tation,- and have affiimed to myfelf apphufe from' 
the fpilling of coffw, or the print of a greafy 
thumb. In a word, I look upon each paper, 
when torn, and fullied by frequent handling, at 
an old foldier battered in the ferviee, and covered 
with honourable (cars. 

I WAS led into this train of thought by an ac-» 
cident, which happened to me the other evening, 
as I was walking in (bme fields near the town« 
As I went along, my curiofity tempted me to ex^ 
mme the materials, of which feveral paper Kite$ 
were made up; from whence I had fuficient 
room fo moralize on the ill fate of authors. O^ 

one 
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one I difcovered feveral pages of a fermon exr 
panded over thefurface; on another the wings 
. fluttered with love*fongs ; and a fatire on the 
miniftry fumiihed another with his ballaft for the 
tail. I at length happened to caft my eye on one 
taller than the reft, and beheld feveral of my own 
darling proclu£tions pafted over it. My indigna- 
tion was prefently raifed, that I ffaould become 
the play-thing of children; and I was even 
alhamed, that the great name of Town, which 
ftared me full in the front, fliould be expofed^ 
like the compofitions of Dr. Rock on the wall, 
to every idle gazer. However, hy a carious 
turn of thought, 1 converted what at firft feemed 
a difgrace into a compliment to my vanity. 
As the Kite rofe into the air, I drew a flattering^ 
parallel between the height of it's flight, and the 
(baring of my own reputation : I imagined my- 
felf lifted up on the wings of fame, and like 
Horace's fwan towering above mortality : I fancied 
myfelf borne like a blazing ftar among the clouds, 
to the admiration of the gazing multitude* 

Via eft, qua me quoque poffim 

Tollere humo» vi£lorque virum volkare per ora» 

j/nd up hi rifes like a vapour \ 
Supported high on wings of paper ^ 
He Jinging JlieSy andfyingfmgs^ 
JVhUefrom below all Grub-ftreet rings. 

SwiTT. 



%^ Tbi CONNOISSEUR. N^2g^ 
WmvLt I was tndolging th» fentaffk con^ 
temphckm of mjr own excellence, I nerer cm)&- 
dered by how flight a tfarod mj chincrical im- 
portance waa fuppoctod. The twine broke ; and 
the Kile, to|;ether with my airy dr^mis «f mt^ 
moftalhy, dropt to the groand. 
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Muka viri nequtcquam inter fe vulnera ja£tant, 
Multa cavo lateri ingeminant, et pedlore vaftoa 
Dant fonitus ; crratque aures et tempora circunv 
Crebra manus : duro crepitant fub vulnere maJae*. 

ViRG. 

Thumps fiUomng ihwBps^ and blows fucceeding Uaws^ 
Swell thi black eyt^ and crujh tbi bleeding mfe : 
Beneath the pomfrms/j/l the jaw-bone cracks^ 
And the cheeks ring with their redoubled thwacks. 

AT 8 time, when Peace l^rrads her downy 
wings oTcr contending nations, and when, 
armies (l%e the harmkfs militia) are drawn into 
the ield only to lit reviewed, all Europe nmft 
undoubtedly be alarmed to hear of the bloody 
Battle, which has been lately fixight in England. 
It is a juflice due to poftcrity to prcfervc a £aith>-^ 
ful accottat of this memorable erent : I flialL 

therefoi;!^ 
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thia-eftrfif fet it d6y^ri^ as I find it recorded in 
thofe airtbeirdc i^gjftets of heroic afiiotrs the 
lietf s-papers, without dieviating a tittle from the 
cxf)fefftv6 toms, in which this extraordinary 
combat is related^ 

« Harlfion in Ifor/$ii, July $0. Yeftcrday it the af^ 
*' temoott SlacA and Pettit Hiet and fought. At the 
** firft Se T-TO> Pettt't feized Slack by the thro^, aqd 
** held him i^ agdinft the rails^ and grain'd him {o> 
^* much as. to make him extremely black; this conti- 
. *^ Bued for half a minute^ before Slack could break. 
** Pettit^B hold; after which for near ten miautes^ 
" Petth kept fighting and driving hard at Slacks wkea, 
'* at lengdi Slack closed with his antagOnift, and gavet 
^ him a very fevere fall, after that a fecond and third ^ 
«* but betv^een thefc hlU.Pettit direw Slack twice oflT 
** the fbge, and indeed Pettit fb much dreaded Slacks 
^' falls, that he ran dire£Uy at hi« hams and tumbled 
** him down, and by that means gave Slack an op^ 
** portunity of making the falls very eaiy. ^ When 
^< they had bceA fighting eigbte^i miiratcs> the odds 
'< ran againfl^/fCif agoinea to a ihilling; whereas oa 
^< firil ietting out, it was three or four to one on Ids, 
** head ; but after thi& time Slack s h o r t E n e j>PtUit fo^ 
*' as to difable him from running and throwing him 
** down in the manner he had done befbrt, but ob- 
•* liged him to (land to clofe fighting* Slack then 
" clos'd one of his eyes, and beat him very much 
^abottt the face.. At twenty' minutes Penit grew 

" weaker^^ 
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*• weaker. Slack ftronger ; this was occafioned by 
* * Slack's STRAIT way of fighting. At twenty-two mi- 
** BUtes the beft judges allowed Slack to have the ad- 
*^ vantage over Pettit very confiderably, as he was 
** th^n recovering his Wind, which was owing to 
^ Game: when they had boxed twenty-four minutes, 
** Penit threw Slack again over the rails. This indeed 
* ' Slack fuflered him to do, as by that means he f i x e d 
" A B Lpw UNDER Pe:tit*s RIBS, that hurt him much. 
" Whilft Slack was again getting upon the ftage, (it 
'* was not half a minute before he was remounted) 
•* Pfftit had fo much the fear of his antagonift beforcL 
** his eyes, that he walked off without lb much as d- 
** villy taking leave of the fpedlators, or faying any ^ 
** thing to any pcrfott. This the Cockers call rogutnc 
. " o/it ; fbr it is generally thought, that Pitt it ran away 
** full ftrong. The whole time of their fighting was 
** twenty-five minutes ; and this morning the B a t t l e 
*• was given to Slack, who drew the fir& ten guineas 
** out of the box. Thus ended this dreadful combat.. 



Every man, who h^ the honotir of the BritiJB 
lift at heart, muft look With admiration on the 
Bottom^ the TVindy the Game^ of this invincible 
champion Slack. How muft they applaud his 
addrefs m fighting Jlrait '^ and with what deteftar 
tion muft they look upon his dafiard antagonift,. 
who could fo fliamefully rogue it ! Captain God" 
frqy the fublime hiftorian of thefe hardy heroes,. 

would 
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Would have exclaimed on this occafion;-— 
•* Hail, mighty Slack, thou pride of the; 
** Butchers! Let the fliambles echo with thy 
** praife, and let marrow-bones and cleavers 
*« proclaim thy glorious triumph. What was 
*• that half-bred bruifer Milo^ who is celebrated 
" by the ancients for knocking down an ox, to 
<^ cut out the hide into things for his Ceftmf 
•* Every petty flaughterman of CtanMarkit can 
*^ perform greater feats : but thou with refifUefs 
J* arm haft not only knocked down oxen, but 
** made the fturdy race of btrberSi ooblerSf and 
** watermen fall before thee/' 

I CANNOT but lament the cruelty of that law, 
which has^ut up our amphitheatres: and I 
look upon the profdibrs of the noble art of Box- 
ing, as a kind of diibanded army, for whom we 
have made no provifion. The mechanics, who 
at the call of glory left their mean *occupatkms, 
are now obliged to have recourfe to them again ;- 
and coachmen and barbers refume the whip and 
the razor, inftead of giving black eyes and crofs* 
buttocks. I know a veteran that has often won^ 
ihe whole boufe^ who is reduced, like Bils/arim^ 
to fpread his palm in begging for an half-pehny. 
Some have been forced to exercife their art in- 
knocking down paflengers in dark alleys and 

corners i 
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corners ; while others have learned to op«n their 
fiftt and ply their fingers in picking poeloets*. 
BmVmJty whole knuckles had been ufed. to in- 
dent many^ a bruife, now clenches them only to 
graip a link ; and Brcughiin employs the mufclea. 
of hb brawny arm in fqueezing a kmon or draw* 
ing a cork. His Amphitheatre it£elf is converted 
into a Metkodlft Meeting*houfe : and perhaps. 
(as laymen* there are admitted into the pulpk) 
thofe very fifts, which fo. lately dealt fuch hearty 
bangs upon the ftag^. are now with equal veliit* 
oience thumping the cufbion* 

The dextrous ufc of the fift is a truly Brttijk 
eyepdife: and^ ifcr ftuidy Aftif/^ &ave been as 
Mudh reii«wnedi for thehr Boxitig! as: thdir Beef y 
bocb wkkb ava bf M means iuitod to? the watqp 
ftomachs and< w«di fiottiws^Qf thmr enemies tfaei 
timib. To tbii nutrimetm aod-Ais art b^awii^ 
tbafi long.eftaUiflitd nntfimy that one EngUftmumi 
can beat three R^tadnoetu A Fnnchmai^ wha 
piddles on a frkaflee of firogs,. can no moise ea^ 
counter with an Engl^hmanj who feeds upoa. 
Beef» thaa the frog in the fabk could fweU her 
litde body to the five of sm ox : and from- hencei 
we itiay^ conclude, on tiie principles of philoTophy,^ 
that the elaflic fpring, which dacts icom the 
Jtntickles of aa Ei^ijkman^. faUs tnta the he^ 

of 
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of a t'remhjfim. One of tfiy c^arr^i^daiw has 
already rettionftrat«d ag^inft thfe degencrady of 
the prefenf tifflcte in our fllamrful iWgkAof tbai 
fupport 6f oar national ftrength, Old Bnglifl^ 
koaft* Beef. Indeie#$ we can never hope, that 
any of our modism Ifcroes' would attempt* to fi^t 
a blow mder tht tibfy when* they are afraid of 
plunging a kilife into a (Urioin : and I will venture 
to prophefy, thai when th^ times come, that ftir* 
loihi are no more brought upon the table, wt 
Ihril not be able ro produce one Englifiman^ wba 
<an knock down an ox» 

Our prefent race of fpmdle-flianleed beaux 
had rather clofe with an orange wench at the 
playrhkn}fe, tbaii engage in a bye-battie'ai;7k^/»* 
bm-dmrt, Ic i$ tJhenfote no wonder that th^ 
fliould- ob^d to thta manly praQioe^ for which 
titey -are fo- iff fitted* How can we imaigtne,. that 
Aey>couU ftandi^tinft the: bai&ta of a^braiftil, 
wheti they might dmoft be patted down with the 
fan of a lady ? An attem(^ was once made by 
Braughton to bring this fliKiy into vogue, l^ eStz^ 
bliQung a fchool for Boxing,^ in which he was 
himfdf to be the le<5}urer. He invited the young 
gentlemen of the army, and all other men of fpi>- 
rity to enge^e under bis diredions ; and promifed 
to aim their feeble wrifts: witfaJ mufflers, 6^ that 

nothing 
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niothing might be apprehended by the fofteft head 
or tendereft (kin. A few» indeed, were hardy 
enough to try a fall with him : but moft of our 
young fellows gave up the gauntlet for Icented 
gloves; and Ipathing the mutton fi(b of vulgar 
carmen and porters^ they rather chofe to hang 
their hand& in a flings to make them white and 
delicate as a lady*6. I cannot but regrtt, that 
this defign was not generally encouragedi as it 
might perhaps have aboli&ed almoft the only 
ufe» that is at prefent made of the fWordj and 
men of honour^ inftead of tilting at each otheff 
might have had fatisfa£Uon in a tight Sa-U be- 
hind MwOagm^Houfi. 

The amufement of Boxing, I muftconfefs, is 
more immediately calculated for the vulgar, who 
can have no relilh for the more refined pleafures 
of whift and the hazard table. Men of fafluon 
have found out a more genteel employment for 
~ their h^nds, in (huffling a pack of cards and (bak- 
ing the dice : and, indeed, it will appear upon a 
ftrifl review, that mloft of our fafhionable diver- 
fions are nothing elfe but different branches of 
gaming. What lady would be able to boaft a 
rout at her houfe, confifling of three or four 
hundred perfons, if they were not to be drawee 
together by the charms of playing a rubber ? and 

the 
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the pr6hibition of our jubilee mafquerades is 
hardly to be regretted, as they wanted the moft 
eflential part of their entertainments, the E O 
table. To this pioHte fpirit of gaming, which 
has difFufed itfelf through all the faibionable 
world, is owing the vaft encouragement that is 
given to the Turf; and horfe- races are efteemed 
only as they afford occafion for making a bet. 
The fame fpirit likewife draws the knowing ones 
together in a Cock- pit; and cocks are refcued 
from the dunghill, and armed with gaffles, to 
furnifh a new fpecies of gaming. For this reafon, 
among others, I cannot but regret the lofs of our 
elegant amufements in Oxford Road and Tottm^ 
ham Court, A great part of the fpedtators ufed 
to be deeply interefted in what was doing on the 
ftage, and were as earned to make an advantage 
of the iiTue of the battle, as the champions them- 
felves to draw the largeft fum from the box. The 
Amphitheatre was at once a fchool for boxing 
and gaming. Many thoufands have depehded 
upon a match; the odds have often rifen at a 
black eye ; a large bet has been occafioned by a 
crofs-buttock : and while the houfe has refounded 
with the lufty bangs of the combatants, it has at 
the fame time echoed with the cries of frm to one^ 
fix to orUi tin to on$% 

Thb 
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The lofi of this branch. of gaming is a public 
calamity : and I 4Qttbt not but the* gentlemen at 
HTntii^ and all others whom it concerns, wiU 
life their utmcA endeavours to reftore it. The 
many plates given all over the Icingdom have no* 
doubtedly improved our beed of bories ; and if 
tthe diverfion of B(»cing was to meet vi^ith equal 
encouragement, we,fliould certainly have a more 
.fioutand hardy race of bruifers. It might per- 
jiaps become a feiihion for gentlemen, who were 
iond of the fport, to-ke^ chamfMons in tr^iiing^. 
put diem in fweats, diet theni, aud bre«d up thse 
^uunan fpecies with the feme ic^re as they dp 
.€0€ks and borfes. In cQufe of time this branch 
of gaming, like all o^ers, would do^btlefs ;be 
ccduced to a feience ; iamd Brtmghtm^ in imita- 
tion of that great genius fI^*U^ fiught oblige the 
..public with a Troatife on.^e Fift, and.Cakula- 
jtions for layii^. the Odds at any Match of Beacir^. 
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Numb. XXXI. Thirfday^ Jfugujii^^ I754« 

' ' * i" ' ' 

Neq, pueri, neu tanCa ^nimis alTuefcite bella. 

ViRGr 

No more^ ye floods ^ encounter with each other ^ 
But each Fine Gentleman embrace his brother^ 

To Mr. <T OW N.' 

S 1 R> 

YO U muft have obferved a pasagrafthiin ihe 
news-papers dated from Dublin^ which in* . 
Mferms us, '**'thc i^it of DiteWiig isflow become 
^ foxosuaan, ibat .fcarcc a'day-pafies w4thout 
^' iftne or. more being fought in 9r ^^esu: that me* 
^ tropolis/' I ami very much j^larmed, left this 
maAnefs iboitid crofe tbe-feas: to fay the tnitb, 
I^fanoft begin to think it:neceflary, .^t the Ire- 
^tttnt importatton of k^men into -this kingdom 
!]fliou]x]9 fox Somt time, Jie pr^hibiied;; and an 
•embargo ibid on thofe fttps^'ithat me freigtMd 
.. ?with cont rab and , DueHifts. .It is your duty, 
>Mr. Towv, arkaft to da ail in -jwur power to 
'pre?«nt^tfae^tttfiiience, :wfatch Ae condiK^jof tbefe 
'^itmc fiMtoncR) iidiofcanao&lfufitBr.'theiriiifQods 

to 
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to fleq> quietly in their fcabbards, may have on our 
young fellows : I muft therefore beg pf you to put 
together a few thoughts on this occafionj and 
diou^ the fubjed has been often treated before^ 
I cannot but imagine that there is fufficient room 
left for you to expatiate on it. It is ufual among 
the Bifbops, when they find any particular vice 
prevail, to fend orders to the Clergy of their re- 
ipe£live diocefes to preach againft it In like man- 
ner it is your duty, as Censor Generali to 
attack the reigning follies : and it is furely as 
eafy for You to throw them into a new light, as 
it is for the Clergy to preach different fermons on 
die fame text. 

You will undoubtedly agree with me, that 
Gaming is one of the principal cau^ of Duels, 
and that many a yoimg fellow has owed his death 
to cards and dice. As the gaming-houfes are 
often filled with rogues in lace, and iharpers in 
embroidery, an honeft but rafh adventurer often 
lofes his temper with bis money, and begins to 
fufpeA that the cards are packed, or the dice 
loaded ; and then very wifely ri/ks his life, be- 
' caufe he finds it impoffible to recover his cafh. 
Upon this account I am never witnefs to deep 
play, but it raifes very ferious reflexions in m^. 
When I have feen a young nobleman offer ;a 

large 
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large (lake, I have confidered him as fetting his 
Kfe upon a card^ or (like King Richard) " laying 
** it upon a caft, and ftanding the hazard of the 
*' die." I have even imagined, that I heard bullets 
rattle in the dice-box, and that I faw challenges 
written upon every card on the tabic. 

The ladies alfo are freque^ntly the caufe of 
IJucls ; though it muft be owned, in juftice to 
the better part of the fex, that where one is 
fought on account of a modeft woman, ten are 
occafioned by proftitutes. The ftout knights- 
cir^nt, who entertain a paffion for the faithlefs 
Dukineas of Drury - Lane and Covent - Garden^ 
find frequent opportunities of manifeftlng their 
prowefs. They not only encounter with bullies 
and bravoes, but fometimes meet with other 
enamoratos as fond and as mad as themfelves. I 
am perfonally acquainted with two gentlemen of 
this turn, who held out piftols at each other 
acTofs a bed at one of thefe ladies lodgings, and 
toffed up which fliould fire firft. The piftol 
however luckily miffed fire, and gave them time 
to think better of it : fo they very amicably 
ihook hands, laid down their piftols, and went 
to bed to the lady together. Thefe females are 
not content, it feems, with the conqiiefts com- 
monly made by the fair, but often pafs a more 

Vol. I. M crud 
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cruel fenfeence on their captives. Their lovers 
not only fuffer cho(e metaphorical xieaths, which 
all their tribe muft «nduK, hut ape often reall^r 
killed in ierious troth and fober iadneis. Thejr 
are not only^ (hot through the heao-t by an acci- 
dental glance of the eyes, but often have a brace 
of balls lodged in their heads : and are not only 
** ftabbed through the liver (as Mercutio has it) 
** by the blind bow-boy's tutt-fliaft,'* but they 
may perfiaps be engaged in a dud witli a rival, 
in which they are run through the body. 

A FOREIGN Count was once cTiallenged hj 
one of thefe hot-headed gentlemen ; and I (hafl 
conclude my letter .ty recommending hfs method 
to our modern Ducllifts, The place of battlt 
appointed was the Count's houTe ; and when the 
furious challenger came in, breafhing nothing 
tut revenge, he was furprifed to find die Count 
Titling very compofedly with a candle ^nd a bar- 
rel at his fide. *' This, Sir, faid the Count, 
•* is a barrel of gunpowder; and if you pleafe^ we 
*^ will take our chance, who fhall fet fire to it, 
•* you or I." The gentleman, amazed at fo ex- 
traordinary a propofal, made no anfwer ; upon 
which the Count lighted a match, and waving it 
over the mouth of the barrel, ciied out, " Get 

*• out 
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** out of dae roomy Sir, or I mil fet fire to ths 
** powder this iflftant*'* This abaled \our dpal- 
lehger*5 wrath fo coiafiderably, thait the Comrf 
was rid of him m a moment^ and he was glad 
to kave tbe room without any {axisf^LQiorurr—r-r* 
I fliall expo^ jfooQetbiDg from }K)U qq this 
ftibjeft, mi am, 

Sir, your bumble fcrvant, 

Ephraim Makepeace. 

I SHALL not refufe, in compliance w'th 
the requeft of iliy correfpondent, to guice my 
animadverfions on this fubjeft ; but as I am not 
iflch'ned to meafure fwords on this occafion with 
any of my predeceflbrs or cotemporaries, I fhall 
take a diflFerenf courfe, and appear in the caufe 
as ^n advocate for Duelling. Th.e vices ^nd 
follies of the f^fhionable world ^re fo connefied 
with Qach other, that they almoft form ^ regular 
fyftem ; and the praflice of them all is abfolutely 
neceflary to complete the charafter of a Fine 
Gentleman. A Fine Gentleman (in the modern 
fenfe of the word) is one that whores, games, 
and wears a fword. Running after loofe women 
is, indeed, in fome -meafure common to this ex- 
alted part of mankind with the vdgar : but to 
Kvc in bagnios, to be kept in repair by Rock or 
M 2 ffiard 
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Ward by the quarter, to be in a continual courfe 
of pill and eledaary, and to make a bufinefs of 
fornication, is the peculiar privilege of a Fine 
Gentleman. Gaming is alfo an eflential requi* 
fite to this chara^er, and is indeed capable of 
itfelf to create a perfon a Gentleman, who has 
no other pretenfions to that title. The greateft 
fcoundrels, provided they were gamefters, have 
always been permitted to aflbciate with people of 
fafliion J and perhaps they hold their title to the 
beft company by the fame tenure, that the Knaves 
keep their rank among the Honours in a pack of 
cards. But the grand diftinguifhing mark of a 
Fine Gentleman is the wearing a fword. Gen- 
tility difplays itfelf in a well-fancied fword-knot, 
and honour lies (heathed in the fcabbard. All 
who bear arms have a claim to this charafler : 
even our common foldiers (like the knights of 
old) are dubbed Gentlemen on the (boulder; 
with this only difFerence, that inftead of the 
fword, the ceremony is performed by a biown 
mufket. 

Upon thefc and many other weighty confi- 
derations, I have refolved not to difturb the tran- 
quillity of the polite world, by railing at their 
darling vices. A Censor may endeavour to 
new-cock an hat, to raife the ftays, or write down 

the 
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the fhort petticoat, at his pleafure. Perfons of 
quality will vary faihions of theixifelves, but will 
always adhere fieadily to their vices. I have be- 
fides received feveral letters from furgeons and 
younger brothers, defirihg me to promote as far 
as lays in my power the modern way of life, and 
efpecially the praftice of Duelling. The former 
open their cafe in the mod pathetic terms, and 
afllire me that if it was not for Duels, and the 
amorous rencounters of Fine Gentlemen with the 
other fex, their profeffion would fcarce fupport 
them. As to the young gentlemen, they inveigh 
bitterly againfl the unequal diftributton of pro« 
perty by the laws of England^ and offer me very 
confider'able bribes, if I will efpoufe the caufe of 
Duels and Debauchery ; without which they 
fcarce have any tolerable chance of coming in 
for the family eftate. 

Swift fomcwhcre obfer\«e8^, that thefc differ- 
'cnccs very rarely happen among men of fenfe, 
and he does not fee any ^reat harm, if two worth- 
lefs feljows fend each other out of the world. I 
{hall therefore humbly propofe, the more effe6tu- 
ally to keep up this fpirit, that Duels may be in- 
cluded in the Licence-AQ: among our other public 
diverfions, with a reftraining claufe, taking 
away all power from the Juflices to prohibit 
M 3 thefc 
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thefe ettteftoinftients. I wt>ulrf alfo pFopofe, for 
tbtt better accomfltodatlort^of the ptibTIc, that 
fcafix)Id$ be ereAed behind Montague Houfe^ Of 
in 2^rty other conveniWrt place, as there are now 
at fyhttrn ; and that, whenever any two gende- 
ttien quafrrd, they flrafi infert their chalfengts iit 
the daily papers, after the foUoi;^?ng manner, itt 
imitationf of the late cbampiorts at Bt6Ughutf% 
Amphitheatre. 

I Joft N MAe-l)trEL, having been affronted* by Rt* 
t H A it b Pb A 8 », hereby ehatleflfgof him to lAeet me be^ 
hind MoftfdgM Homft on the day of to gol 

^irottgh all the t»xx65t of the SntU Sword ^ t» id« 
Vanoe, retire, paivy and thruft in CmtU^ Tiirti^ a&4 
^ig^9fif and to take my life, ot loft his own. 

John Mac-Dvbl« 

I Richard Flash, Who have fpitted many fuch 
dafUnily fellows on vsf iword like lasks^ poouft to 
meet John Mac-Duel, and doobc not, by nmnioA 
him through die body, to give him Gentleman-like 

8ati»fa^on. 

RidHA^D Plash* 

0y this fehi-me, ttre piAfic wodW have an ©p- 
poftunlcy (A being prefent at Uti^t faAionabl6 
aittufements, and might revive that loft (Jjetles of 
gahiirtg (fo moch hrtcttted irt onr laft paper) by 

Jayihg bets on the ifiuO of the combat. 

It 
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It ihould aMa be protickd, that if cither or both 
ktre killed, the body or bodies be delivered to tho 
furgeons to be anatomized, and placed in itvck 
hall; unlefa the younger brother or next hek 
fliaH give them an cqiiivalent. , 

It (hould dfo be provided by the abcvenienr 
tioned Ail, that no perfoa be qualified to iigbt a 
Dtiel, who is not worth 500 A per arm. For as 
k is uniportfoun-like to admit dunghill cocks 
into th^ pit, fo it would render this ineftimable 
pi-tvilege lefs valuable^ . if every mean w,ret€h had 
a right of being run through the body^ wbo could. 
do the public no fervice by his desHb«, 
T 

Numb. XXXII, Thurfday^ Septtmber ^^ 1754« 

- Emun^be naris. ■ ■ Hor* 

J plain blunt fdlow^ who^ lUefemied bsaux^ 
With vile pulvilio ne^er begrimd his nofi. 

To Mr. r on^ N. 

SIR, 

I Know not whether you yourfHf are addiflcd 
to a filthy pra£Uce, whicb is firequent among all 
ranks of people, diough deteftabit eren among the 
M 4 loweft. 



248 72* CONNOISSEUR. N^ 32. 

loweft. Tlie pradice I mean is that of Snufr-* 
taking; which I cannot help, regarding as a na« 
tional plague, that, like another epidemical dif- 
temper, has taken hold of our nofes. You au- 
thors may perhaps claim it as a privilege, fince 
Snuff is fuppofed by you to whet the invention^ 
and every one is not poflcfled of Bayes's admi- 
rable receipt, the *• Spirit of brains :" — but give 
me leave to tel) you, that Snuff (hould iio more 
be admintilered in pubHc, than that of Mqjor^s 
medicinal compofition at four- pence a pinch, or 
any other dofc of phyfic. I know not why 
people (hould be allowed to annoy their friends and 
acquaintance by fmearing their nofes with a dirty 
powder, any more than in ufing an eye^wateiv 
or rubbing their teeth with a dentrifice. 

If a ftranger to this nafly cuftom was to ob- 
ferve almoft every one *< drawing out his pouncet- 
•* box, and ever and anon giving it to his nofe," 
he would be led to conclude, that we were no 
better than a.nation of Hottentots ; and that every 
one was obliged to cram his noftrils with a quan- 
tity of icented dirt, to fence them from the dif- 
agreeable effluvia of the reft of the company. In- 
deed, it might not be abfurd in fuch a ftranger to 
imagine, that the perfon he converfed with took 
Snuff, for the fame reafon that another might 

prefs 
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fprefs his naftriU together between bis finger and 
' thumb, to exclude an ill (meli. 

It is cuftomary among^ thbfe polite people the 
I^utchy to carry with them every ^here their 

' ihort dftigy ^Jpis?, and ftiioke and' fpft about a 
room eVcii m tiie -pfefence 6f ladrts. Thi^ piece 

' of good - breedings, ' however ridiculous it may 
feem, is Purely not more offcnfive to good man- 
ners than the pfaflice of ^SnufF- taking. A very 
Dutchman would think k odd, that a people, 
who pretend to polrtenefsy fhould be continually 
fnuffing iipa parceli'df tobacco-duftj nor can 
I help laughing, when I fee a man every minute 
dealing out a dirty muckender, then fneak- 
ing ic in again, as much aihimed of his pocket- 
companion, 2A he would, be to- carry a diOicloUt 
about buBu. > i :;;.'.' 

It is, t.idsed, impb&ble to go into any Targe 
company without being dlft^rbed by* this abomi- 

• nable practice. Th^ church and the playhoufe 
continually echo^ with this'muCc of the nofe» 

rand in every cdmef yo^ inay 'hear them in con- 
cert fnuffling, 6i«ez}rig,* hawkingv ind grunting 

•like a drove di hogs; The moft pathetic fpeech 

-in a tragedy hss'ibeen interrupted by the blowing 

of nofes in the front atn4 fide^ boxes j and I have 

M 5 known 
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kfiown i Whole cofi|^tegt<ioii faitaiiyr^akd fixmi 
their knees in thji middle of a prajr^ by the 
violent coughing of an old lady, who has been 
almoft choaked -hy , a pinch of (huff m giving 
vent to axi qaculation. A celebrated a^or has 
fpoiled his^ voice by tbis;abfurd treatment of his 
. nofe, wHich has naade his articubtion as dull 
and drowfy as ,the bum of a b;ig-pit>e; and the 
parfon of our parifll is often forced to break off 
in the middle of a pf riod, to fnort behind hi» 
white handkerchirf. 

Is k Qbt It wonder, Mt.,Toi;i^« that Smiff; 
which is ccrlftMily an enemy to drofi, ibould yet 
gain admittance ambng thde, who have no o^tc 
merit than thcSr doatfasf 1 rni not to ht oeM, 
tbit ydur tneaof £dhtoa take Snuff only to >dif- 
play a white hand perhaps, or the brilliatiCy^iiFa 
diamond ring : and I am confident, that numbers 
would never have defiled thcmfelvei with the u(e 
of SnuiBF, had they not been iedticed by the 
charms of a fafhionaUe boac . The man of tafle 
takes his Str/^fiarg vmitMt t^tfi$ froiiiu a right 
Paris paper-box i; and the pretty Miow iifdsan 
enamelled box lined jn the i«fide wtid) poliflicd 
metaJ, that by often opening it,' he may have the 
opportunity of flealing a'^andeat'hi^tiwn fwcet 
perfoni refle^ed in the Jid of it. 

Thcugk 
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Though I abhor Snuff taking myfelf, and 
would as Toon be fmothered in s^ cloud raifed by 
fmokjng tobacco, as I would willingly fufFer the 
Icaft atom of h to tickle my nofe, yet am I ex- 
pofed to many difgufting mconveniencies front 
the ufe of ft by others. Sometimes I am choaked 
by dfawing m wkh my breath fome of the findl 
particles together with the air; and I am fre- 
quently fet a fneexing by the odorous effluvia 
arifing ftom the boxes that furround me. But 
it is not only my fenfe of fmelling that is offtnded t 
you will (fere when I tdl you, that f am forced 
to tafle, and even to eat and dr|nk this abomina- 
ble Snuffl If r drink tea with a certain lady, I 
generally perceive what efcapes from her finger* 
fwimming at the top of my cup ; but it is always 
attributed to the foulnefs of the milk or drofs of 
the fugar. I never dine at a particular friendV 
houfe, but I am flire to have as much rappee as 
pepper wkh my turnips ; nor can I drink my table- 
beer out of the feme mug with him, for fear of 
coughing fnrti his fmifF, if not the Kqndl-^ going 
the wrong way. Such eternal SnuiF-takers as 
my friend, Ihoutd, I think, at meal-times, have 
a fcreeiT ftapping down over the nofe and month, 
tinder whkh they might convey their food, as 
you may have feen ,at the mafquerade : or at 
leaft they ftould be feparattd from the reft of the 
M 6 company. 
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company, and placed by thcmfelvcs at the fide- 
table, like the children. 

This pra£Hce of Snuff-taklng, however in*- 
fxcufable in the men, is ftill more abominable 
in the other fex. Neatnefs and deanltnefs ought 
to be al\yays cultivated among the women ; but 
how can any female appear t^erably clean, who 
fo induftrioufly bedaubf herielf with SnufF? I 
have with pain ob&rved the fnow- white furface 
of an handkerchief or apron fuUied with the fcat« 
teringK from the Snuff- t^ox ;. «nd whenever I fee 
a lady thus befmeared with Scotch or Havanneby 
I confider her as no deafilier than the kitchen* 
wench fcouring her brafles, and begrimed with 
brickduft and fuller's earth. Houfewifely accom* 
plifhments are at prefent feldom required in a 
well bred woman : or elfe I (hould little exped to 
find a wife in the leaft notable, who keeps up fuch. 
a conftant correfppndence between her fingers and 
nofe \ nor, indeed would any one think her hands, 
at all fit to be employed in making a pudding. 

. It (hould be remembered by the younger- part 
of your fair readers, Mr* Town, that Snuff iai 
an implacable enemy to the complexion, which 
in time is fure to take aringefrom it : they fhouki 
therefore be as cautioul of acquiring a fallow hue 

fronx 
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from this bane of a fair (kfn, as of being tanned 
•or freckled by expofing their delicate faces to the 
fcorching rays of the fun. Befides, as the nofe 
has been always reckoned* a prrncipat ornanieht 
of the face, they fliould- be as ckreful* to preferve 
the beauty of it as of any other feature, and hot 
-fuflFer it to be undermined or bloated by fo per- 
nicious an application as Snuff-taking. For my 
own part, I fbould as foon admire a celebrated 
toaft with no nofe at all, as to fee it proftituted 
to fo vile a purpofe. Thej^ fliould alfo confider,, 
that the nofe is fituated very near the lips : and 
what rdiih can a lover find in the honey of the 
latter, if at the fame time he is obliged to come 
into clofe contact with the dirt and rubbifh of the 
former ? Rather than Snuff-taking fliould prevail 
among the ladies, I could wifli it were the fafliion 
for them to wear rings in their nofes, like the favage 
nations : nay, I would even carry it flill farther, and 
oblige thofe pretty females, who could beilill flaves 
ta Snuff, to have their noflrils bored through as 
well as their ears, and inflead of jewels, to bear 
rolls of pigtail bobbing over their upper lips. 

We cannot otherwife account for this fafliion 
among the women, fo unnatural to their fex, than 
that they want employment for their hands. It 
was formerly no difgrace for a young lady to 

be 
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beften in tbe bcft coaajMiny liuTifd with her work : 
but a girl i»w-aHiays would as Coon be ftirfMr&fed in 
twirling a fpioning^wheel, as in handliDga tiircad- 
japfr^ The (an or the Saif -box are now the 
<onIy implements tbey dare to ufe in public : yet 
iurely it would be much more becoming to ha^c 
the fore-finger pricked and fcarified with the point 
X)i a needle, than to fee it embrowned with iqucezii* 
ing together a filthy pinch of (huff. 

lam, SIR, 

Your bufiablc fcnr«iit> &^ 



No MY. 
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Numb. XXXIII. Thur/dayy September 1 7 , i 7 54* 

01u9, ova^ .pifUQ9» poakfiy cafeum, mtiflum^ 
JluB ^c ^Qcw <leb^^ aa dctfnm kogd ? 

So neatp . *th cover* J all with Jufi^ 
And nought about it to befeen^ 
Except a nfttU'bei^ that" s ^resn : 
Tour Villa ! rural but thi ncmte in^ 
So defarty it would breed a /amine* 
Hither J on Sundays^ you repair^ 
PVhle heaps bf viands lodd the chair j 
With poultry brought from Leaden-Hall> 
And cabbage from the huckfler*sjlall. 
^tls not the country y you mujl own \ 
^s only L o N D o N 0«/ of town. 

To Mr. r fV i^. 

S I R, 

IR E M £ M B £ K to havc fe^ 2 Iktie French 
novel, giving an accoudtof a citizen of Pdrk 
making an cxcurfion into the country. He iroa^ 

gines 
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gincs himfelf about to undertake a long voyage 
to feme ftrange region, where the natives wcro 
as different from the inhabitants of his own city, 
as the moft dKlant nations, fie accordingly 
takes tyiat^ and ir landed at a vHlage iibout a 
league fnwn the^oj^iialv Whe» 'bc-ts fet on 
Ihore, he isriwkiatot^to^fifKfrtlte people "^the 
fame Enguage,' Ixrear the feme dre(%' and \He the 
fame cuftoms with himfelf. ' Hc^ who had fpent 
alLbii life within the fight o( Pont-Neuf^ looked 
upon every one, « who lived out of Paris^ as a 
foreigner; and riiough the utmbtf extent 6f hia 
travels was not three miles. He was as much fur- 
prifed, as he would' have been to meet with a: 
colony of Frenchmen on the Terra Incognita. 

Most of our late novels arc, with fome little 
variation pf circumftances, borrowed from the 
French: but if we fhould endeavour to adapt the 
novel I have been fpeaking of to a citizen ofLm^ 
don^ the humour of the whole piece would eva- 
porate, and the iidion become unnatural and 
improbable. A London trad^man is as well ac- 
quainted with Tlarnhanf-Gretn or Kenti/h-Toumy as 
Fleet'Jireet or Cheapftde^ and talks as familiary 
of Richmond or Hampton-Court as of the ^Change 
or the Cufiom»'Hmife, In your late paper, on^ the 
amttfements of Sunday, you have fet. forth m 
t J . whw 
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what manner our citizens pafs that day, which 
.moft of them devote to the country : but I wifh 
you had been more particular in your defcriptions 
of thofe elegant rural manfions, which at once 
ihew the opulence and the tafte of our principal 
merchants, mechanics, and artificers. 

In thefc dufty retreats, where the want of 
London fmoke is fupplied by the fmoke of Virginia 
tobacco, our chief citizens are accuftomed to 
pafs the end and the beginning of every week. 
Their Boxes, (as they are modeftly called,) are 
generally built in a row, to refemble as much as 
pofEble the ftreets in London. Thofe edifices 
which fiand fingle, and at a diftance from the 
road, have always a fummer-houfe at the end of 
a fmall garden \ which being erected upon a wall 
adjoining to the highway, commands a view of 
every carriage, and gives the owner an opportunity 
of difplaying his beft wig to every one that pafles 
by. A little artificial fountain, fpouting water 
fometimes to the amazing height of four feet, 
and in which frogs fupply the want of filhes, i^ 
one of the moft exquifite ornaments in thefe gar- 
dens. There are befides (if the fpot of ground 
allows fufficient fpacc for them) very curious ftatues 
of Harlequin^ Scaramouch^ Pierrot ^ and Golumbim^ 
which ferve to remind their wives and daughtert 
of what they have fecn at the play-houfe. 

I WENT 
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I WENT lad Sunday, in compliance with a 
moft preffing invitation from a friend, to fpend 
jthe whole day with him ^t one of thefe little 
feats, which he had fitted up for his retirement 
once a week from bufmefs. It is pleafantly fituatei 
about three miles from Lond$n^ on the fide of 
a puMk road, fram which it is iepaarated by a dry 
dtfeeh, ofer which is a liule bridge con&fting of 
two narrow plaiiks, leading to the boufe. The 
hedge on the other fide the road cuts off all pco- 
Q)e<Sk wfaatfoever, except from the garrets, from 
whence indeed you have a beautiful vifla of two 
men banging in chains on Kmnington common, 
with, a diftant view of St. PauP% Cupola enve- 
loped in a cloud of (moke* I fet out on my vifit 
betimes in the mortiingi accompanied by my 
friend's book-keeper,^ who was my guide, and 
cariJed over with him the London Evining Voft^ 
bis miftcefs's boc^, and a do^en of pipes, which 
they were afraid to truft in the chair* When I 
came to the end of my walk, [ found my friend 
fitting at the door, in a black velvet cap, fmoking 
his mprning pipe. He wdcomed me into the 
CouAtry; and after having* made me obferve^the 
turnpike oin my left and the Goiim fybeat/heaf fxx 
my tight, he conducted me into his houie, where 
1 was received by his hdy, who made a thoufand 
apologies for being catched in fiich a deihabille* 

The 



Tue bairf (fer (^ 1 wa^ e««ighrto (^siK it) hdd k^s 
\«Mce wall ^4^{t hid b)^ a duijoest eoUe^lioH of 
prints and paindftgac- On one fi4e was a terge 
map of London^ a plan and elevation of the 
Mabfi(»vMDupfev ivkh^ ftt^itsi) '\tSkt vidvi^ of the 
public boiidMgt 0«td halh ^ om th« o^r wad the 
l>eatli of the Stag) bf the ha^pf p^neil of Mf« 
i£rffi^y Ootrun^ finely coloured : dofe by the 
parlour door, ihete hung si pair of ftag'd bortif^ 
over which thefss was laid acrofe » fed roccdo 
and an ambef-beaded «aAe« When I had de«- 
daitfid aU this to be mi^y ^tty^ I wa&fliewii 
into the pariour, an^ was ^feiitly afked^ who> 
that w^ over the chimney piece. I pronownctdl 
it to be a very ftriking likenefs^ of my friend, wh^ 
wa^dMwn bek updght in a f«>Ubottom«d perri*' 
wijl^ s Isictd^ranitr wifh the fringed ends appear^ 
ing through a button-hoio^ tt black Uveyy^gtihpmy^^ 
a fnufF-coloured velvet-coat with gold buttons, 
21 r^ Velvet 'waiftcoat trth^d whh goid, 6ne 
band ftiKk Ijy the bofivn of his ihirt, and the 
other holding out a Iett!hr ¥iath the fiif»erfclrip« 
tioo *^T9 Mr. ^^^'■^^'^m^n^umit^Man df Far^ 
ringiimfyd&d PViAwt^ ' My. eyed were then ,di- 
reded to another figure in' A fdarlct gown, who I 
was infomied wae my friettd'a wife^s great grest 
lincle, aiid had beem iheriff and knighted in the 
reign of King; jfalrjes tbe Fit ft^ Madaiia herfelf 

filled 
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filled up a pannel on the oppofite fide, in the habit 
of a fhepherdef^ fmeUing to a nofegay, and 
ftroaking a ram with gilt horns. 

. I WAS thcn^. invited by my friend to fee what 
he was pl^fed to call his garden, which was no* 
thing more than a yard about thirty feet in 
length, and contained about a dozen little pots 
ranged on each fide with lillies and coxcombs^ 
fupported by fome old laths painted geeen, with 
bowls of tobacco-pipes on their tops* At the 
^ of this garden he made me take notice of a 
little fquare building furrounded with filleroy^ 
which he told me an alderman of great tafte had 
turned into a Temple, by ere£ting fome battle- 
ments and fpires of painted wood on the front of 
it *, but concluded with an hint, that I might 
xetke to it upon occafipn. 

After dinner, when my friend had fini(bed 
bis pipe, he propofed taking a walk, that we 
might enjoy a little of the country : fo I wa» 
/obliged to trudge along the ibot path by the road<» 
fide, while my friend went puffing and blowing, 
with his hat iii his hand, and his wig half oiF- his 
head. At^ laft I t(Jd him it was time for me 
to return home, when he infifted on going with 
me as far as the half*way ho^if^, to drink a 

decanter 
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decanter of Stingo before we parted. We here 
fell into company with a brother liveryman of the 
fame ward, and I left them both together in an 
high difpute about Canning \ but not before my 
friend had made me promtfe to repeat my vifit to 
his country-houfe the next Sunday. 

A s the riches of a country are vifible in the 
number of it's inhabitants and the elegance of 
their dwellings, we may venture to fay, that the 
prefent ftate of England i^ very flourifhing arid 
profperous : and if the tafte for building encreafes 
wkh our opulence for the next century, wc (hall 
be able to boaft of finer country* feats belonging 
to our {hop-keepers, artificers, and other plebeians, 
than the moil pompous defcripttons of Italy 
or Greece have ever recorded. We read, it is 
true, of country- feats belonging to P/f«y, Hcr^ 
Unfius^ LuculiUSy and other Romans. They were 
patricians of great rank and fortune .* there can 
therefore be no doubt of the excellence of their 
ViUas. But who has ever read of a Chinefe^ 
bridge belonging to an Attic tallow-chandler or 
a Reman paltry -cook ? or could any of their 
(hoemakers or taylors boaft a Villa with it's tin 
cafcades, paper ftatues, and Gothic root-houfes ? 
Upon the above principles we may exped, that 
pofterity will perhaps fceachecfemonger's-^wr/«OT 

at 
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at Brentfordy a poulterer's Theriotropbium at 
iShiJwiciy and an Ormtbon in a fiflimonger's 
garden at Putney^ 

Asa patriot and mi Eng^fihnan I caraxnt but 
v^ifli, that each fiicceffiveicentufy AiOMld enoreafe 
the opulence of Great Brkain : but I ihould be 
foriy, that this «bt»odanoe of wiealih lhoul4 in- 
duce our good ciiiifaens to tuni their dioughts too 
mu€;h upon the country. At prel^t we are die- 
prived pf our mo& eminent tradefoien two -days 
<m of fix. It is tru(C» the Appk^per and the 
jtrAvdUng part of Us fotnUy, 4;<mAfl(tf% %mm^ 
irf jbtmielf, his wife, and lufi two eUeft daughters, 
idre feldom fufficieotly equipped <o take leave ^f 
LmdoMj 'till about tbree o'clock on &titucday in the 
afternoon ; but the whole morning of that day is 
confumed in ps^rifig up cold <hiokens, bottling 
brandy^^nch, fening dean fii-ifts, and nigbt-<aps 
for the children, pinning bafise^, .and cording 
•trunks ; as again is the whde sfteinoon of «he 
Monday following in impinnang, uncor£ng, lock-^ 
ing 4ip foul linnen, veA replacing ejospty botidles m 
the cellar. I am afiraid therefiore, if the/^Dftrr of our 
future tradefmen &ould become fi> very elegant, 
that the fliop^epers will (carce ever be vifiUe 
behind tiieir counters above «n4:e in a month. 

Yours, &c. 

a K* 



N«-34* "^ CONNOISSEUK. 263 

■ ■ ' ■■ »■ ' Reprchendere coner. 

Quae gravis iEfopus, qua doflus Rofcius egit. 

HOR. 

IVheneer he bellows^ who hut finiles at Quin, 
And laughs when Garrick^/^i like Harlequin f 

TH E French have diftinguiflied the artifices 
made ufe of on the flage to deceive the 
Bvdience, by the expreffion of Jm de Tieitre^ 
which we may tranflate *' The j^uggk ^rf .^e 
•* Theatre.". When tihefe little arts are cxer* 
cHed merely to affift nature, and fet her off to 
Che beft advantage, none •can be fo o-itically nice 
as to oi>jcd to them ; but when tragedy by thefc 
means is lifted into rant, and comedy dtfiorted 
into buSbooiry, though the deceit may fuoceedi 
with the moltitude^ men of ienfe wtU always be 
idflFendcd at it. This .cpodi^, whether of riic 
poet tor the playd*^ irafembks tin fome fort the 
poor contrivance of the ancients, vtho n»)unted 
^ir heroes u|)Qn ftiks, and exprei&d the man^ 
tiers of !their xharadtera Iby the groidSque figures 
€f tbmr mafti. 



A« 
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A s the play-bbufes are now opened, I cannot 
better introduce the remarks which I may feme* 
times take occafion to make on the theatrical 
world, than by throwing together a few reflec- 
tions on this ** Juggle of the Theatre j** which 
at prefent I fhall confider chiefly as it relates 
to the a£tors. And I hope to merit the thanks 
of thofe gentlemen, who while they are folii- 
citous to acquire new beauties, fhould at the 
fame time endeavour to unlearn their faults and 
imperfeSions. 

W£ are indebted to the prefent times for a ju- 
dicious reformation of the ftage in point of ading : 
and (by the bye) I could wUh, that the fame 
good confequences had been produced with 
fcfpe6t to our poets. If a perfeft tragedy may be 
confidered as the moft diflicult produ6lion of hu- 
man wit, the fame thing muft hold in proportion 
with refpecft to an exaft reprefentation of it : for 
if it is neceflary for the writer to work up his 
imagination to fuch a pitch as to fancy himfelf 
in the circumftances of the character he draws; 
what lefs muft the a6lor do, who muft look as 
the |)erfon reprefcnted would look, fpeak as he 
would fpeak, and be in every point the very 
man ? The generation of players, that immedi- 
ately preceded the prefent, prided themfelvcs on 

what 
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what they called fim /peaking : the emotions of 
the foul were difregarded for a diftindl delivery ^ 
and with them, as Mr. Johnfon has obferved of 
fome tragic writers. 

Declamation roar*dj while Pajftonjlept, 

Anfd, indeed, to this uninterefting taflpfor afling 
we may partly attribute that enervate way of 
writing fo much in vogue among the Frenchified 
play -Wrights of thofe times 5 fince nothing could 
be fo well fuited to the mouths of thofe aSors, 
as golden lines, round periods, florid ddcriptionty 
and a difpaffionate amplificatton of fentimetit. 

The falfe majefty, with which our mimic 
heroes of the (tage had been ufed to exprefs them- 
selves, was for^a long time as diftinguiihed a 
mark of tragedy, as the plumed hat ^nd full-- 
bottomed periwig ; and we may reniember, for 
example, when every line in Othelh (a chara<Sl«r 
reniarkable for variety of paffions) was drawn out 
in the fame pompous manner. But as I mea^ 
to promote the art, rather than reprove the artiftsy 
lihalldwell on this no longer: for methinks.I 
hear a veteran performer calling out to me in the 
voice of honeft Jack Fdftaff^ « No more of ths^t, 
*«ifthouloveftme,iii7/.'' 

Vol.1. N It 
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It it fufficient to remait that, as the dignity 
of the biifldn would be'dei;r«ded by talking in k 
ftrain too lot^ and famifiiu', the manner of da- 
cutton in a tragedy ihould not, on either hantf^ be 
more remote from our natural way of expreffing 
ourfelvet, (hah blank verfe (which is the only 
ptbptrrtiaim fbi- trageidy) bfrompr^fe. 0«ir 
prefent fet of m£kan have, in gefteral, difearded 
the dead infipid pomp i^>pkudtd in their pr^e- ' 
ceflbrSy sid have Wt(^ endfeatodred to join with 
4iK poet in esficidiig pity and leriior. BtH as many 
writers Yntire mtilalBdi rant forpaffiM^ and fufiian 
for fiMfahe^ lb our Idayi^ have perhaps too much 
given into unnatural ftartings, roarings, and 
Iftliiilingt. For this realbn mr latfe writci^ (to 
tkccbmmodate their piedes to the pifefeiit taAcf) 
liavifig placed thehr chief fMims in esedamaubfis 
-ind brok^ ^litefioe^ have endeivovred to ilaim 
^s with Ms and '£ttir,9nd fierce our fmh widi in- 
^eijefiiotn. tJpdii the whole, kmoft. be icknow- 
IMged, thAt the ^fbige is conTideiiUy iinpibved in 
Die ^tt df ^Spieakilig. Evtry podfon is How dif- 
tingmfliiAl'byiW proper ^he ofv6tee: I Ihril 
therdfbrc ohljr iidd^ that vfh^h 1 beat a player 
hboriotfflyplifai^'^tt ^rthittural 'ftrefi tip« par- 
ticuhr ^dfQt, arid pintftig #hh empbcifiSi i can- 
not help comparing him to die paviout^ who it 
every thunSp of his rammer cries ban. 

I HAVE 
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I HAVE obfenred, that the tragodians of the 
laft age ftudied fiae^iaJung\ in confe<|uence cf 
which, all their adion coofifted in Utde iaQTfi 
than ftrutting with one leg before the other, and 
waving one or both anBs in a continual fee-faw* 
Our prefent aAora have perhaps run into a con- 
trary extreme : their geftures foaiel;imes refemble 
tbofe aflUaed with St. Fttuis Dance; their 
whole frame appears to beconvulfed $ and I have 
ieen a player in the laft z&. (b miferaUy diftrefied, 
that a deaf ^pedator would be apt to imagine he 
was coanplaining of die cholic or the tooth-ach. 
This has aUb given rife to that unnatural 
cuftom of throwing the body into various ftrange 
Attitudes. There is not a pafficxn neceflary 
to be ^cprefled, but has produced difpofitions pf 
the limbs not to be found in any of die paintings 
or Sculptures of the beft mafters* A graceful 
gefture and eafy deportment is, indeed, worthy the 
^ire of every performer: but when lobfervehim 
wridiiiig his body into more unnatural contort 
tions than a tunMer at Sodiums fTdlsj I cannot 
help being difgufted to fee him ^ imitate huma* 
<' nity fo abominably.'' Our Pantomime authors 
have alusady b^un to reduce our comedies into 
grotefqme fcenes ; and if thh tafte for Attitude 
fliouM continue to be popular,! would recommend 
it to thofe ingenious gendemen, to adapt our beft 
N 2 tragedies 
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tragedies to the fame ufe, aod entertain us with 
die Kke jealoufy of Othello in dumb fhew, or the' 
tricks of Harliqmn HamUu 

. Before Idifinifi this article, it maybe ex* 
pec^d that I (hould fay fomething concerning the 
behaviour proper for our ladies. We muft allow^ 
them on all occafions to roll the eye, firetch up 
the neck, heave the cheft, and with a thoufand 
little tricks fet off their perfon, if not their part, 
to. the moft advantage. The pomp of the old 
ftage has not yet been altogether reformed, either 
with re(pe<5l to our heroines or our heroes. A weep- 
ing princefs (though perhaps flie is hurried on the 
ftage with grief and defpair) cannot deceudy make 
her entrance without being led in between two 
mourning damfels in black ; and an heroine muft 
always be accompanied by one or more pages, to. 
imooth her train when ruffled by paffion. The 
hero now feldom fweats beneath the weight of a 
nodding plume of fwan feathers, or has his face 
half hid with an enormous buih of white horfe- 
hair : I could alfo wi(h (if poffible) that the ma- 
nager was faved the unneceflary.expence of three 
yards of velvet for the trains of his Amazons ^ and 
that thexhambermaids (as well as the militia of 
the theatres) were difmifled, and the pages, toge- 
ther with the dirty lords in waiting, blotted out 
of the mute Dramatis Perfona. 

The 
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The mention of thefe particulars naturally 
reminds me, hpw far the Juggle of the Theatre 
is concerned in the affair of Drefs. Many will 
agree with me, that almoft' the only diftrefe of the 
laft aft in the Fair Penitent arifes from the pitiful 
appearance of Calijia in weeds, with every thing 
hung in black bays about her j ^nd the players 
are afraid we fhould lofe fight of Hamlefs pre- 
tended madnefs, if the black ftocking, difcover- 
ing a white one underneath, was not rolled 
half way down the leg. A propriety in drefs is 
abfolutely neceflary to keep up the general de- 
ception; and a performer properly habited, who 
by his whole deportment enters deeply into the 
circitmflances of the charafter he reprefents, 
makes us for a while fancy every thing before us 
real : but when, by ' fome ilKjudged piece of art, 
he departs from the fimpiicity of imitation, and 
** overfteps the modefty of nature,** he calls us 
back to the theatre, and excites paffions very 
difierent from thofe he aims at. 

I CANtiOT better ijluftrate what has been 
faid on this laft fubjed, than by giving inftances 
of two artifice^ of this kind; one of which is 
employed (as I conceive) to mife pity, and -the 
other terror. 

N 3 When 
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When the Ram^ of brurj-Lane comes to 
die at Jtdleft nbomnnenty we are furprifed io 
ice him enter in ^ fuit of black. This, I (up* 
pofc, is intended as a ftroke of the pathetic : but 
not to dwell on the poverty of the artifice, it \» 
in this place a manifeft violation of the poet's 
meaning. Ronuo is fuppofed to come poft fronfi 

Mantua " Get me poft-horfes, I will hence 

** to-night" fo that if our kofiius muft be fo 

very exa£l in drefllng the chara&er« he (hould 
appear at the tomb in a riding frock and boots. 
But a mourning coat will excite pi^^ *^ and let 
*^ the devil wear black, (fays our HgrnUt-R^mo^ 

*< for ril have a fuit of fables,'' The fafec 

player, after having a£led that noble fcene in the 
fecond a£l of Afacbethj in (b fine a manner, that 
one would almoft imagine both the poet and 
player muit have been murderers to reprefent one 
ib well) goes out to ekecute the fuppofed murder. 
After a ihort fpacc he retiir^s at from the h& ; 
but though the expreffioh in his face is flill re- 
marteibly excellent^ oiie cannot biK fmile td ob- 
ferve^ that he hai bceh eitipldyhig biniiblf b^ind 
the fcenes in imttihg his wig awry, ftnd iiBtying 
one of the tyes to \t* This doubtJefe is denned 
to raife terror 5 but to every difccrning fpe&nor 
it muft appear moft abfurdly ridiculous : for who 
can forbear laughin|, when he finds that the 

player 
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player wo^d Jiavc )W io^gine, that the fame 
de^> which has thrown all t^at horror znd con- 
ft^pn into his couniepance, has aUbuhtwiftcd 
one pf the tiuls of l^s periiirig? 



}iv M B. XXXV. thurfdof^ Siptmber a6/ 1 754. 

Facundi called quern oon feocce difertum! 

HoR. 

Thi fid fiuks wifikm^ as bi PorHr fups^ 
And CMm gr9%ufinefpiakers in tbdr cups. 

AS I am willing to do every diing in my 
power to celebrate io illufirious a body as 
the R^ Hood Society, I have taken the iirft 
opportunity of laying the ficdlowing letter be^ 
fore the public 

To Mr. TQJV N. 

SIR, 

THAT part of your laft paper, in which 
you considered the Art of Speaking as far 
as it regards theatrical performances, gives me 
reaibn to hope, that you will not overlook the 
merits of the Robin Hood Society, where that Art 
N4 is 
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is prafiifed in It*s greateft perfection. You would 
do well to recommend it to the gentlemen of 
the theatre to attend thofe weekly meetings for 
their improvement as foon as poffible ; and I dare 
fay you will join with me in giving the fame ad- 
vice to the younger part of our clergy and our 
lawyers, as well as our members of parliament. 
Tbo ftage, the pulpit, the bar, and the fenate- 
houfe cannot furniOi us with fuch glorious 
examples of the power of Oratory, as are to be 
irtet with in this focicty ; where the moft im- 
portant queillons in every branch of knowledge 
are difcufTed, and where the difputans are all of 
them equally verfed in religion, law, politics, 
and the drama. 

The inAitution of this School of Eloquence 
far exceeds any thing, that the ancients could 
boaft. Every feft, that was known among the, 
Grecians and Romans^ has it's votaries here alio. 
I have feen a taylor a StotCj a ihoemaker a PIC' 
iontft^ and a cook an Epicurean. They affeiEl 
to entertain a profound veneration for Socrates^ 
often preferring him to any of the Apoftles : 
though, inflead of declarilig with this wife 
philofopher, that they know nothing, the mem- 
l)€rs of the Robin Hood Society profefs to know 
every thing. 

For 
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For ray own part, I CDnfefe'myfelf fo charmed 
ivith their proceedings, that I conftantly attend 
them: and when I fee all their members aflem«> 
bled with each his pewter-mug before hhn, I 
cannot help preferring- this focial meeting to any 
ancient Sympajium whatever ; and whe'ti I further 
obferve, them firft take a fwig, and then fpeak with 
fuch amazing force of argument, I am apt to Qon- 
clude that trtith, iiiftead of being hid in a well, 
as was faid by an old philofopher, muft lay at 
the bottom of a tankard of porter. 

There is no grace or excellence in Oratory, 
but is difplayed in the Robin Hood Society to the 
greateft advantage. DemoJIhenei being afked 
what wa^ the iirft quality in an orator, replied — 
action; what the fecond, — a£tion; what the 
rtiird, — a^ion. Upon this principle .one of the 
members, for whom I have a vaft refpe^^, n the 
greateft orator that ever lived* He never troubles 
himielf about the order or fubftance of what he 
delivers, but waves his hand,^ tofles his head, 
abounds in feveral new and beautiful geftures, 
and from the beginning of his fpeech to the end 
of it, takes no care but to fet it off with a<^n. 
TuUy tells U9, that it is the bufmefs of an orator 
^* to prove, delight, and convince." Proof and 
convidiion our Society is always fure to give us : 

for 
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for dft bow cooU it cvtr cone le p^ that fa 
naay jroiing nra fliouM bm€ leanwd ftom thefe 
dtfiiuifitioAa, that thore is 00 God, chat die foul 
is mortid, t^ ttligkm it a jeft, and many other 
trtitha, which thcjr would othcrwtfe never have 
difoovcred. The nature of their ^eflions is alfo 
for the moft part fo entertaining, that the dif« 
)Mit^ about them cannot fail of giving delight : 
and there is a peculiarity in the oratory of di# 
placet which greatly cofkkccs to that end. The 
fpeakers do not always think themfelues -obliged 
to drive in die dull diredt road to the point, but 
indulge then^lves in a laigfv feope» dint aH^ws 
foon^ for novcky and entertaipmeiita When tb# 
queftion )m been concerning the veracky of th<» 
Bible, I haae known a gcndeman get up^ and. 
beginning with WilUum the Conqueror, give the 
audience an gbftra£l of as many reigns, as bis five 
muHites would allow him to dtfpatdL I lately 
rcmemW die fuicftion to have been» ^' Whodier 
<< a bridge from BUick frkrs to SmabuwJt would 
*< he of pufalk bene6t ;*' when a facedous gen«* 
tknitn edipiagred himfelf in demonflrating the 
gneat utility of the bridge of the nofe, and the 
bridge of a fiddle* fa a wafd, our orators are at 
once feripiKs and comical ; .and diey make gravity 
and tnirdi almoft oofiftantly attend itaudtk othtfy 
like dieir own JRotut H^d s^id IMU John. Xhe 

folidity. 
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ibitdhy. Mid at the Amc AUc the fitairttiefe df 
Ibair (j|»ecbes^ ard equaOy lemiu-lcftUe. ThqF 
fixti mth a grUdw fttei and make quibbles and 
cohttndrtniis with the lur of a phSofopben The 
l¥rk«f^ of dUfeftnt authors h^e been odm^aMji 
to wines : but the oritiom deUrored here caa be 
fdtmUed to nothhig 6> properly ai the Itquors of 
the Society; for while they are at once Q^ 
weighty and fo (harp, they feem to be an equal 
mixture of poner and lemonade. 

It would be endlefs to enumerate the advan- 
tages reAiking from this Society : The wonderful 
improvement it has already made in our mecha- 
nics is very evident : It calk off our tradefmen 
from tkkt_pra/iiict of honefty in their commoa 
dealings, and fets them upon inqmries concern- 
ing right and wrong, and the moral fitnefs of 
things. The 2p£CTAT0it has told us of the 
rhetoric of a toyman : But you^ Mr. Towk, 
might acquaint pofterity of the eloquence of 
bakers, barbers, carpenters, and blaokfmiths : 
you may every ^ay hear diicourfes on xeligioa 
from the fhopboar d^ and refearches into philo- 
fpphy from behind the counter* When you todc 
notice of the want of learning in our people of 
quality, you ought in jufiice to have acknow- 
ledged the amazing erudition of our tradefmen« 

The 
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The plebeians of R9me were mere brutes to our 
tommon people ; and f am of opinion, that the 
public room under that in which this weekljr 
meeting is held, inllead of being fumifhed with 
the bufts of our EngUJb poets, (hould be adorned 
with the heads of the learned fhoemakers, tallow- 
chandlers, bakery, Uc that confiitute.thit ex* 
cellent Societ}^. 

Wfi may venture to fay, that the Royal Society 
and the Robin Hood are the two greateft orna- 
ments of this nation : and as the former now and 
then gives us ail account of their tranfa£iions, it 
were to be wi(bed, that the fellows of the latter 
Would alfo from time to time oblige us with an 
hiftory of their proceedings. We fhould theft fee 
by what means fo many profelytes have been made 
from, bigotry and fupcrftition j by what degrees 
S young difpuiant from a raw Chriftian ripens 
Into i, Deift, from a Deift into a Free-thinker, 
and from a Free-thinker, (by a very (hort ftep) 
into an Atheift. We (hould alfo know the efie£^, 
that the difputations at this weekly meeting have 
upon our lives and converfations ; and from 
thence judge how much a defign of this nature 
deferves public encouragement. I have here 
Bung together a fliort account of (bme of the for- 
tner members, and upon a review of it cannot 

but 
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but lament, that it feems to be the peculiar fate of 
great orator?, fuch as Demofihenes and Ttd^ for 
example, to come to an unhappy end. 

Mat. Prig, a Merchant's Clerk, was con^ 
verted from ChriJKanhy by the arguments which 
were brought againft Revelation, 

Aarok Bek Saddai was converted from 
the JewiJb'Yzt^ by tlie arguments brought againft 
Mofts and the Patriarchs. 

Will. Positive was a ftrong Fatalift, and 
at the fame time a vehement advocate for man's 
free-will. At laft he gave a proof of his free* 
agency by ihooting himfelf through the head. 

jAt:K WiLDJ-iRB was convinced-of the inno- 
cence of fornication, ufed to declaim againft the 
abfurd inftitution of matrimony, and at twenty-fix 
died a batchelor in Lock Hofpital. 

Solomon Square ftood up for the religKHi 
-ef nature, and ih^ immutable rule of right:and 
wrong, in preference to the laws of thejcompmip 
nity. However, he was unfortunately detect- 
ed in an attempt to cairy oflF a fil? er tankard 

from 
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fioo) the btr of ilie koafe, tad vaa icQt to piiopAr 
gatp «ioi«iky in fiom^ paits* 

Bob Booty was a ftrid HobUoHy and main*^ ' 
tained, that men wcm in a natun) ftate of war 
^th each otiier. He at leaft died a maxtjx to 
thefe principles, and now haog^ on a giU>et on 
Hnmjlcw Heath. 

Jp«N Dismal, afi^ having argOed ^le sight 
agsTinft the being of a God, and the immortality 
of the foul, went home, and was found the next 
morning han^ng in his garters* 

Thomas Broadcloth, Citizen and Mercer, 
was very much admired for his fpeeches upon 
trade. After he had been in bufinefs for two 
years, he-bccanie bankrupt, and was indited for 
felony in fecveiing hiseffeas. 

Richard Goos€<iUfLL, Attorney at Law, 
was remarkable for bis patriotifm and the love of 
to country. He was ccmvvdod of bribery and 
corraption m a late clefiion, in which he ivas 
^toipi^f^ed as an agent. 

Jrhemy Cruvi^, Cordw^ner, u6d con- 
fiamly to attend the club for edification, though 

he 
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he was forced from tio^e to time to p^wn his 
own and his wife's cloaths to raife the weekly 
fix- pence for bis admittance. In the fpace of 
three years he had been a Papift, a Quaker, an 
Anabaptift, a Jew, an Arian, a Socinian, a Ma« 
hom^tan^ a Methodift, a Deift, and an Athetfh 
His wife and four children have been fent to 
the workhoufe. He is at prefent confined in 
Bedlam^ and calls himfelf the Prefident of the 
Robin Hood Society, 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble fervant,, &c. 
O. 
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